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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW    
March 23, 2021 
 
CHARLEY HOFFMAN 
 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  We would like to welcome Charley Hoffman into the interview room 
here at the Corales Puntacana Resort & Club Championship 2021.  
 
Charley, you came here for the first time last year. Well, when I say last year, five months 
ago. You finished tied for 14th. What was your lasting impression and what made you come 
back?  
 
CHARLEY HOFFMAN:  Yeah, it's really simple, the beauty of the island obviously brought 
me back, but the safety, the safety of the island was what made me come back the second 
time. Obviously we're still in a pandemic, we've still got the coronavirus going around, but I 
knew the protocols they had laid out here in Dominica were second to none, and traveling 
across the country from the west coast where I came from, it was fairly simple to come here 
because I knew once I landed on the island I was going to be safe. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  What did you learn about this golf course five months ago that you can 
put into practice here to maybe get a victory under your belt?  
 
CHARLEY HOFFMAN:  Yeah, it's a fairly big golf course. Hudson said this, it's sort of a 
bomber's golf course. There's not a ton of rough, but there's some deep bunkers you need 
to avoid. But if you can hit it far off the tee, I think you can gain a little bit of an advantage, 
but then there's some holes that you need to be precise with your irons because there's 
some severe drop-offs.  
 
What I learned is when you're in position, you need to attack, but there's a handful of holes 
you need to sort of take a par and get out of there. There's plenty of birdie holes out here 
that you can take advantage of, but you need to stay away from the big numbers on those 
few holes that you can get a big number at.  
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  I asked Hudson the same question, but when you were here in 
September, it was our first international event as well as our first Wednesday pro-am. What 
were your thoughts at the time and did you have any concerns when we came down here?  
 
CHARLEY HOFFMAN:  Yeah, as a player-director and sat on the Player Advisory Council, I 
had big doubts that we'd ever be able to come down here in September. Like I said, the 
safety that they -- the Dominica did and their tourism did to keep us safe out there was 
amazing. To throw on top of that a pro-am, and they tested everybody. It was just nice to 
have some interaction back with the fans and the sponsors. It went on without a hitch and it 
was great to be back. This week, adding a few invited guests, it's going to be nice to hear 
some claps and cheers, which I feed off of. I think the majority of us, we would all rather play 
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in front of a few fans, I think we can gain momentum from that or maybe even have them 
cheer us out of a rut we're in. It's great to be back. Back in September I wasn't a hundred 
percent on board I would say of traveling international, but they proved that they could do it 
and that's why I'm here for a second time. 
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  How strange is it to be back so quickly, and how different is it given the 
number of tournaments you've played in that five-month period?  
 
CHARLEY HOFFMAN:  Yeah, I think I sort of used it as a springboard. I hadn't had much of 
a year prior to that, to be able to get a top-20 here and sort of ride that off into this year, it's 
been nice to get some momentum.  
 
I'm coming back for Hud's straw hat. I want to get that straw hat, try to win this tournament. 
That's why I'm here, try to get a W.  It's been quite a long time since San Antonio, which I'm 
playing next week, my last win, so I'm trying to move up in that world ranking, get a W and 
try to get into that Masters that I didn't play in last year or last fall.  
 
Q.  You've had a couple top-10s this season. If you make the cut here, which we 
anticipate you will, it will be the 300th of your career. I don't know if you know that.  
 
CHARLEY HOFFMAN:  I didn't know that. 
 
Q.  But also you're one of nine players that have advanced to the FedExCup players 
since its inception; that's a pretty rare occurrence and something to be really proud 
of. How do you continue that longevity and how do you continue that goal of making 
it (inaudible)? 
 
CHARLEY HOFFMAN:  Yeah, knock on wood I've been fairly healthy. Last year I had some 
elbow issues, a freak back issue here or there, but I've been fairly healthy my whole career, 
which obviously if you don't miss tournaments, it's easier to play good and long into the 
FedExCup.  
 
Just always searching, always trying to get better, never content and I think that's why 
I'm -- it is my 16th year on Tour now and hopefully continue that run in the FedExCup, but it 
shouldn't be a problem barring some sort of injury that I'll be there some again this year and 
hopefully make it to East Lake, what everybody's goal is, to try to have a chance to win that 
FedExCup.  
 
Q.  Charley, thank you for taking time today to talk. I'm doing a story on a few of you 
guys down there. First of all, I want to ask you do you remember what happened on 
Labor Day weekend in -- on Monday in 2010 at the Deutsche Bank Championship?  
 
CHARLEY HOFFMAN:  Yeah, hoisted a nice trophy and shot about, I think about 8 under 
and was able to run away with that FedExCup event and give myself an opportunity to win 
the FedExCup that year. Probably the best chance I've ever had, finished fourth that year I 
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think in the FedExCup. Yeah, that was a big win at the Deutsche Bank there at TPC Boston. 
 
Q.  The record shows -- did you shoot a 29 on the back? 
 
CHARLEY HOFFMAN:  I'm not exactly sure. 
 
Q.  Yeah. 
 
CHARLEY HOFFMAN:  I know I shot a bunch under and I was hot there for that Sunday, or 
Monday actually. 
 
Q.  Yeah. And so have you ever shot anything in the 20s before? The record shows 
you shot 29 on the back and you won by five strokes. Have you ever broken 30 at a 
nine-hole tournament? 
 
CHARLEY HOFFMAN:  I think actually somewhere in Connecticut, I know I shot 29 at 
Hartford one year on maybe the back nine. Maybe something about Connecticut, 
Massachusetts, up there in the Northeast. 
 
Q.  Travelers maybe? 
 
CHARLEY HOFFMAN:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  Now, the last few weeks have you seen more fans out showing up at the 
tournaments? Can you talk a little bit --  
 
CHARLEY HOFFMAN:  THE PLAYERS and Bay Hill, it was fantastic to see the number 
of people out there. It was great to have that interaction with the fans. I love feeding 
off them, I love entertaining them. You still have a few hooligans out there that you 
might rather not have, but it's great to see the fans out there. It's just nice to hear 
them clap for a good shot and cheer us on. 
 
Q.  So what's the rest of the year look like after this event? Are you committed to a full 
schedule, because we're at the halfway point? 
 
CHARLEY HOFFMAN:  Yeah, I'm usually pretty strong on the pace, I enjoy playing and I 
like stretching a few together. As I've gotten older and my kids have gotten older, during the 
summer I'll take it a little bit slower just to spend a little bit more time with them when they're 
out of school.  
 
I'm not in the majors as of right now, so my big goal is to get back in those majors where I've 
succeeded in the past. I like playing in those tougher events against the best players in the 
world. I'm not there right now and that's my goal, to get back into those events, and then try 
to play a team event at the end of the year. That's my goal; win golf tournaments, try to play 
the majors and try play a big team event at the end of the year.  
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Q.  Just one more question about the course. Last September you shot 10 under, I 
think you came in at T-14. So is there anything about that course you like, don't like? 
Do you think it fits you good, or what do you see there? 
 
CHARLEY HOFFMAN:  Yeah, I don't think 10 under's going to be T-14th this year. For 
some reason I just think the course is in a little bit better shape, which usually goes to lower 
scores. The greens are really good, fairways are good, so I expect to see a bunch of birdies 
out there, so I'm expecting to get the mid teens to almost 20 (inaudible).  
 
I enjoy the golf course. As Hudson said, I think you've got to hit it long, long and fairly 
straight and then it's an iron play golf course from there on out and I think it fits my game 
well. The first time around it I had some success and hopefully a little bit more this time.  
 
Q.  Thank you. Good luck getting that straw hat.  
 
MARK WILLIAMS:  Charley, thank you for coming in and good luck this week. 
 


