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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW 
February 27, 2021 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA  ( -15) 
 
 
MICHAEL BALIKER:  Collin, 5-under 67 today, two-shot lead going into tomorrow. Just kind 
of take us through the round a little bit. 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  Yeah, got off to a really good start and just kept rolling birdie after 
birdie, really didn't think about it, game was playing really boring, playing simple, hitting 
fairways and hitting greens and that's what we try to do out here every day. Got off to a 
really good start and then by the time I hit 13, just had a three-putt kind of stall the round and 
never really got it going again, just kind of missed some fairways, kind of was struggling to 
make pars. But overall just a lot of positives to take into tomorrow.   
 
MICHAEL BALIKER:  That chipping lesson you got from Zinger this week and how that's 
(indiscernible)?  
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  Yeah, it was awesome. He gave me, you know, it was pretty much 
just how to use the bounce. It was really a simple technique and it wasn't really technique, it 
was how to deliver the club. And that's saved me multiple shots this week. It just gives me 
confidence. Yes, I'm feeling well with my irons, I'm feeling good, but when I do miss, I'm able 
to make up-and-down and that's kind of the best feeling you want to have when you're 
staying aggressive with 18 more. 
 
Q.  Your putting stroke, what led to making that change and what have you kind of 
noticed the difference thus far? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  Yeah, I mean, simply I'm trying to get better and I'm trying to figure 
out what works and what doesn't. It's just like someone trying to gain distance or do 
something with their golf game. It's the same thing with putting, I'm trying to get better and 
I'm trying to find something that is more consistent, that rolls the ball a little better. And aside 
from reading the greens and figuring out the speed, this putting stroke, kind of the saw, I was 
talking to Mark O'Meara about it for a while before L.A., just feels comfortable. I'm sure I'm 
going to make little adjustments here and there, but for the most part it feels really good and 
I've never felt a putting stroke like this. 
 
Q.  Collin, I apologize, I didn't hear the first answer that you were giving, but did you 
realize that you had a five-shot lead going to 13, and if you were watching 
scoreboards, how do you react to those? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  Yeah, I didn't know it was five, I thought it was around 4 roughly. I 
didn't really know exactly what it was at. I just wanted to keep making birdies. I was putting 
myself in good positions come that hole, even 13, still had a birdie putt and if I walked away 
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with par, still would have been fine. I just kind of psyched myself out and in my head it was 
going to be a tough hole, but that doesn't mean I should be three-putting, doesn't mean I 
should leave my putt five feet short. Tomorrow I'm just going to stay committed for every 
hole, every shot I hit and we'll see what happens.  
 
Q.  Do you think more about the first 12 holes or more about the last six holes tonight.  
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  I think it's everything. There's so many positives to take from those 
first 12, but I have a lot to learn from those last six. I'm not looking at it as a negative. Yeah, I 
didn't play great the last six, but a lot to learn from heading into tomorrow. Just to kind of 
clear my head to get ready for the 18-hole grind tomorrow.    
 
MICHAEL BALIKER:  Your five birdie streak there on the front nine is actually your career 
best on Tour. What did that stretch feel like and did it feel like you couldn't miss? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  Yeah, it felt great. I think anytime you have birdies like that you're 
just kind of in the zone. Golf was really simple, I was hitting great shots, got away with a 
great birdie putt that kind of hit the back of the cup I think on 6, but other than that I was just 
hitting quality shots. I was hitting my numbers, hitting my spots and that's what feels great 
for literally the past couple weeks is that's what I've been seeing. 
 
Q.  With how difficult the golf course is, how do you view a two-shot lead in your 
mind? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  Oh, anything can happen. I know all the guys behind me, they're 
very capable of going low if not having a start like I had today. That's why I've got to be 
ready from hole 1 and be ready all the way through the round tomorrow.  
 
Q.  Collin, I think everybody probably agrees that momentum within a round is a real 
thing. How much do you believe in momentum that goes (inaudible). Like you start 
tomorrow, keeping up with the same momentum that you had going today? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  You could look at it both ways. You could say momentum can carry, 
or if you have a bad round or a bad day, you like to brush that off. I think that's why I'm kind 
of good at resetting and figuring out what I did well and just kind of pushing that forward into 
tomorrow and really figuring out what I didn't do great obviously those last few holes and just 
learn from them. It's all a learning experience for me and if I can just kind of tighten 
everything up from throughout the entire round tomorrow, I think we're going to be fine. 
 
Q.  And then as a quick follow-up, where does forgetfulness like that, obviously 
purposeful forgetfulness, how important is that for a professional golfer or I guess 
any athlete? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  Yeah, it's huge, you've got to have a mind of a goldfish, right? 
You've got to be able to forget and forgive. Max Homa said it perfectly last week what his 



3 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

wife told him, you've got to forgive. We're going to hit bad shots, that's the thing. We have 
whatever, 60-something, 70-something shots you're going to hit a day. You're going to hit a 
bad one. It's about moving forward, hitting that next great shot, hitting a great shot after that. 
So come tomorrow I'm sure there's going to be a couple wayward shots or a bad shot here 
or there, but I've got to know that I'm still putting one foot forward in front of the other and 
trying to close out the tournament. 
 
Q.  What did you think of 13? Was it defensive putting because of the tough pin? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  Yeah, it was just stupidity at its finest. You talk about just kind of 
psyching yourself out and that's what I kind of did before the hole even started. I knew it was 
going to be a tough hole, but I did everything I wanted. I didn't want to be in that bunker, I 
wanted to be in the one closer, but gave myself a 20, 25-foot putt, very doable to two-putt, if 
not give yourself a good look.  
 
Just looking at that hole, it was difficult. That just stuck in my head, so I've got to clear that 
out for tomorrow. I'll be ready. I've played that hole I think 2 under coming in before today, so 
still a lot of good shots from that hole and just kind of use is that for tomorrow. 
 
Q.  Collin, compared with other courses, the razor-thin margin I guess of being fine 
and being really badly out of position, what is it here? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  I mean, just the approach shots. You look at the approach shots and 
you kind of miss a shot that rolls off a slope, down into a kind of little valley, then you're 
trying to save par. Whether you get a good lie or a bad lie, you don't know. You don't know if 
it's going to be into the grain, down grain, so you've got to be aware really of where you're 
putting your approach shots. I've stayed really patient with where I need to put them this 
week. 
 
Q.  Does patient mean conservative when you need to? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  Yeah, whether it's conservative or aggressive, it's more just what is 
the aggressive smart play. You have to be aggressive. Conservative kind of for me takes a 
laid-back approach and kind of gets lazy. For me, I need to stay aggressive for whatever line 
I'm taking. And sometimes yes, you do need to take your medicine playing away from the 
pin, playing into the middle of the green, but I've given myself some pretty good numbers so 
far to really give myself good birdie chances and it's shown over the past few days. 
 
Q.  Collin, you were talking about the putting grip and everything. Did you feel it on 
when you were warming up, did you have something kind of click in, is that when you 
felt you might have it this round? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  Do you mind repeating that? Sorry. We kind of lost you, the 
entire question.  
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Q.  So I was just curious with your putting, did you feel like it was starting to click on 
the putting green before you went out? Did you feel like you were going to 
have -- everything was clicking for you before the round or did it just kind of happen 
for you on like on the fifth hole and it just started happening from there? 
 
COLLIN MORIKAWA:  The putting stroke felt good over the past two weeks. And whatever 
the stats say from last week, like to me that doesn't matter because I know I'm heading 
down the right path. For me, it's just matching speeds, matching lines and I was doing it 
really well yesterday, I was doing it pretty well today as well. So it feels good. When you 
have that confidence, that edge to just kind of roll putts and just hit them with great speed, 
you're going to see a few more drop and hopefully we see that tomorrow. 
 
MICHAEL BALLIKER:  Thank you, guys. Thank you, Collin. Good luck tomorrow. 
 


