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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW  
February 27, 2021 
 
GRAYSON MURRAY 
 

 

GRAYSON MURRAY:  Yeah, no, I got off to a good start.  Obviously, five under in nine 

holes is kind of a dream start.  I had the putter rolling and just kind of kept it rolling 

throughout the round.  And I putted well yesterday, too, so kind of carried the 

momentum from yesterday. 

 

We had to stop and start.  We were a little unfortunate, but they were quick.  And the 

PGA Tour did a good job of kind of keeping us out there and not bringing us in each 

time.  And didn't really feel like I got in a situation where I didn't ever feel not loose out 

there.  It's warm weather, and 15- 20-minute delays don't really do too much to your 

body, so we were fortunate in that regard. 

 

Q.  One more, and then I will turn it over to Jeff.  Did you feel pretty good coming 

into the week?  Did you feel like your game was coming around where you wanted 

it to be? 

 

GRAYSON MURRAY:  Honestly, I touched a club for about 30 minutes last week one 

day.  I didn't even -- the weather -- I was just doing a five-week-in-a-row stretch, and I 

was out there actually seven weeks, so I was really tired.  And I just -- my body needed 

it.  My mind needed it.  And, yeah, I saw Coach back home for like 30 minutes.  And I 

had no expectations whatsoever coming in here, so yeah. 

 

Q.  That works, right? 

 

GRAYSON MURRAY:  Yeah, for sure.  Yeah, I think any time I can have no 

expectations, no matter how long playing, I think that benefits me for sure. 

 

Q.  What was the situation, being away from home?  Just playing? 

 

GRAYSON MURRAY:  Yeah, I played five straight events out on the west coast.  And I 

rented a place in Palm Springs two weeks prior to the Hawaii start.  And yeah, the 

weather back home last week was terrible.  Rain and cold.  And I just -- I thought at least 

maybe not touch a club for three days, just to kind of let my body heal from that trip.  

And then I was like, you know what?  This is such bad weather, I'm not going to get 

anything accomplished, so as long as I can come down here and get Monday, Tuesday, 

Wednesday prepped good, then I feel like I could be ready, for sure. 

 

Q.  Just double checking.  Home is -- where is home? 

 

GRAYSON MURRAY:  Home is Raleigh, North Carolina. 
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Q.  Nine birdies today.  Given the windy conditions, how good was that? 

 

GRAYSON MURRAY:  Yeah.  I mean, it's tough out there.  I had one blemish on 17, but 

I kind of told my caddie, it's like -- I hit a good shot.  I just -- you know, we played the 

wrong shot, wrong yardage.  But it's a guessing game out there on a lot of holes with the 

wind.  And you just try to be on the right side of the guess.  But mistakes are going to 

happen out here.  You just got to limit it to a bogey instead of a double. 

 

Q.  Still had a nice up-and-down on 18.  Any other highlights?  Any birdies? 

 

GRAYSON MURRAY:  Man, I was just pretty consistent.  I made a few long putts.  That 

always helps.  Any time you can make a 30- 40-footer, that's always a bonus, and I had 

a couple of those today.  But other than that, yeah, just made a lot of 10- 15-footers. 

 

Q.  And you're competing on a major medical; is that right? 

 

GRAYSON MURRAY:  No.  Mine's done. 

 

Q.  Oh, you're done? 

 

GRAYSON MURRAY:  Yeah.  I'm playing in the Korn Ferry category.  And I don't know 

how many starts I'm going to get.  It's always -- you have these shuffles you go through.  

Like after the west coast, the shuffle happened, and I didn't really move up much, 

making only two putts out on the west coast.  So I -- I got to buckle down when I get the 

opportunities.   

 

And we're fighting for just -- just as much on the line this week as any other week, 

except for just a few less points.  But a two-year exemption is still on the line, and Maui, 

and PGA, and the PLAYERS Championship.  So I won an opposite field event before 

and changed my -- you know, my life or my career, and I know how important these are, 

and I don't take these for granted at all. 

 

Q.  What will be the mindset tomorrow, given what's -- 

 

GRAYSON MURRAY:  Yeah, I mean, I think just the same thing.  Just stay confident 

and just hopefully have a good night's rest and have a good warmup in the morning.   

 

And it's been a long time since I have been in a situation like this, but I'm not afraid of 

the moment.  And at the end of the day, you still got to play good golf, no matter -- no 

matter who's chasing you or who I'm chasing.  So Sunday pressure is always a little 

different.  But, yeah, I mean, there's some good players at the top, and it will be good, a 

good fight out there. 
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