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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
February 23, 2021 
 
RAFA CAMPOS 
 
 
DOUG MILNE:  Rafa, we know that obviously it's a tournament near and dear to your heart. 
Just some thoughts on being back here, personally coming back. 
 
RAFA CAMPOS:  Obviously I'm really excited to be back. Like you said, I didn't play last 
year. It was really hard for me.  
 
I had no idea I was the first player to actually play all 12 or 11 Puerto Rico Opens, so I'm 
really excited to be back.  
 
Definitely last week was a big booster for me. I know I've been playing -- I felt really good the 
last three, four months once I actually was able to start playing golf again after September. I 
really haven't seen the results I expected to have, but I knew I was really close and I know 
I'm really close, so seeing last week things kind of click into place a little bit more and finish 
in the top-10 over there at the Korn Ferry, giving me a chance to actually win a tournament, 
really nice to feel the nerves again.  
 
Really excited about this week. I feel great with my swing, I feel great where I'm at with my 
mind. I'm just happy to be here to represent Puerto Rico as well especially in this hometown 
event. 
 
Q.  When you came in, you commented on how the golf course looks. You've had a 
couple of top-10s here. Can you just talk about how this course sets up for your game 
and how excited you are? 
 
RAFA CAMPOS:  It's really funny because this course actually did not suit up for my game. 
It took me a long time, it took me for my first top-10 here or actually really good result was I 
think it was like four years ago. The first six, seven years, a little tough to actually get used 
to. I normally play a little left-to-right shot, but this course actually has a lot of left-to-right 
wind, so it's actually tougher for me. But I actually realized I found different ways to play this 
course and I really feel comfortable now. I know where to attack, where not to attack.  
 
But yeah, this has been really good. I know I'm going to have a good week even if the score 
doesn't say it, or it will, but I know I'm going to have a great week, I know I'm going to have 
fun. Like I said, I really think this is a special place for me, especially after the results I've 
had the last few years. I really realize I know how to play this course, so I'm really looking 
forward to it. 
 
DOUG MILNE:  And just last two questions in English, the Puerto Rico Open is one of these 
opposite events and I mean, there really is no difference these days between opposite 
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events and other events with all the perks that come with it. If you could just touch on how 
significant this event is to so many players, including yourself. 
 
RAFA CAMPOS:  Like you said, this is a co-sanctioned event so there is an opposite event 
here. This is a really important week for us, us that I'm meaning people that are not 
guaranteed in the top-125, so it is an opportunity where we might have -- we might improve 
in our standings quite a bit.  
 
So you have the WGC guys, which are top-60 in the world, and we have a smaller field right 
now. So yeah, it really is important for all of us, especially right now we have 10 guys that 
are playing from the Korn Ferry, which this could be a life changing week for them as well. 
Then you have guys like myself that just came out of major medicals and are trying to work 
our way up the FedExCup standings. So this is a really important event for us just knowing 
that a top-10 finish could get you to the following week, it gives you a lot of FedExCup 
points, it actually moves you up the rankings.  
 
And I think it's really important to kind of enjoy this week really and understand that, hey, we 
have the same level of play on the WGC that we have right here, it's just we don't really 
have that many opportunities being in the position sometimes that we're at. So this is one of 
those chances that it's the same level of play, but we're actually getting a chance to improve 
as much as we can. 
 
DOUG MILNE:  And then finally, and most importantly I think, is your involvement with First 
Tee of Puerto Rico. I know your history, Dave and I were talking earlier about how you 
literally used to wait outside for members to get you out to play --  
 
RAFA CAMPOS:  Yes. 
 
DOUG MILNE:  -- and stuff like that. If you could just talk us through how that whole thing 
came about, your involvement and where we are with The First Tee of Puerto Rico.   
 
RAFA CAMPOS:  First Tee of Puerto Rico, I remember it was like three years ago that 
somebody came up to me, I believe it was Laura Diaz, she worked for The First Tee I 
believe in St. Augustine, and she brought the idea up. Then I started meeting with other 
people and started mentioning The First Tee.  
 
I think it's something that's mandatory and necessary here on the island. The youth is the 
future for us and we do not know how good our kids can be in any sport really and I believe 
this is a great opportunity to kind of showcase and implement golf into schools, into areas 
that don't know anything about golf basically. You never know if the next Tiger Woods is 
actually coming from these areas.  
 
So I'm actually really looking forward to working with The First Tee here in Puerto Rico. I 
think it's great the ambition and their goals and I really think in the next five, 10 years, once 
we have everything implemented and we see the programs being implemented in schools 
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and everything, I think it's going to be huge for the island and for golf here on the island. 
 
Q.  And what's the current status of it? Are we still a ways away?  
 
RAFA CAMPOS:  We are actually not a ways away from it. I know that they were planning 
to start implementing in schools this year for sure. We're planning to start smaller events, 
basically smaller schools. We're thinking of four to six schools throughout the island, 
especially designated and targeted areas here on the island to see how it starts moving.  
 
No, this is something that will happen this year, definitely it's going to start moving. Hopefully 
in the next year or two we'll have a full program here on The First Tee running smoothly.  
 


