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ROUND 4 INTERVIEW  
February 21, 2021 
 
TONY FINAU  ( -12, lost second playoff hole) 
 
 
Q.  Tony, hard to stand here and listen to all of that knowing that you were chasing 
your second win on Tour. You've come off such a good run of golf for so many 
months. What do you take from this?    
 
TONY FINAU:  Right now I'm disappointed. I didn't execute the shot I was trying to hit here 
on the next hole and it bit me in the butt. But man, I shot 64 today on a day where I needed 
to just to get into the playoff. I think as I look back on the week in the next couple days 
there's going to be a lot to grow from. Today's round was pretty special. I was able to make 
some key putts in regulation just to keep myself in it. Yeah, you know, I fell short, but I take a 
lot of positives. 
 
Q.  Well, the positive is that you're sixth now in the FedExCup standings. What does 
the next month look like for you? 
 
TONY FINAU:  I've got next week, I've got WGC coming up and then THE PLAYERS 
Championship. My game's in a great place going into some big events. Again, it's 
bittersweet right now, I probably haven't wrapped my head around quite what just happened, 
but at the end of the day I know how good of golf I'm playing and I'll just keep doing what I'm 
doing. 
 
Q.  Tony, tough loss, but what a great day. You go out and shoot 64. I thought Max 
was going to win it at 18, so you go in a playoff. What do you take from this day here 
on Tour? 
 
TONY FINAU:  Yeah, that 64, 64 on a Sunday I think was a great sign. I knew what I 
needed to do going into today. We were trying to catch Sam all day. We saw him get to 13 
and I was at 9, 10, so I was still trying to keep the pedal to the metal, trying to make some 
birdies coming down the stretch. Definitely take a lot of confidence from my round today and 
throughout the week, some solid golf. 
 
Q.  When he put it up against the tree there at 10, were you just waiting for him to hit a 
great shot? 
 
TONY FINAU:  Yeah, I knew he had a little bit of stance and could just run it up the green. I 
wasn't surprised one bit. I knew maybe 3 could have even have tied. It was nice to have a 
look to win a golf tournament, I haven't had that feeling since on the 72nd hole or in a playoff 
since Waste Management last year. Not the best putt I hit, but I had a chance to win one and 
unfortunately didn't get it done this time, but a lot of positives throughout the week. 
 



2 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

Q.  What was the key this week to your strong play that's going to carry forward to 
some big events down the road? 
 
TONY FINAU:  Yeah, I think just carry the momentum throughout how I've been playing.  I 
can't really pinpoint any part of my game that's better this week than it was in the past few 
weeks. I think just a lot of the same things. I knew I was playing well coming in and this is a 
golf course that I feel right up my alley, ball-striker's place and I was able to prove that to 
myself this week, and hopefully next time in contention I can get it done. 
 
Q.  Here with Tony Finau. Tony, 64 today, it ties your lowest final round. I know it 
didn't end the way you wanted it to, but how was this day for you? 
 
TONY FINAU:  It was good. It's a little bittersweet right now, but I played great. I did what I 
needed to do. I felt like coming down the stretch in regulation I had a chance to win there in 
the first playoff hole, about a 10, 12-footer and didn't make it. But I knew I was playing good 
golf coming in and I was just happy to have a chance. 
 
Q.  To play this great with this deep field on this course, what does that say about 
your game to you? 
 
TONY FINAU:  Yeah, I knew I was playing real strong coming into this week. It's a golf 
course right up my alley, ball-striker's place. My short game didn't feel great, but I didn't have 
to count on it too much. I hit a lot of greens this week and when I did miss greens, I was 
fortunate enough to put it in areas where I could get up and down. Just really strong golf 
throughout the week. Unfortunately wasn't able to get it done.  
 
JOHN BUSH:  We would like to welcome Tony Finau into the interview room. Tony, I know a 
disappointing finish, but what a great round of golf for you. Just get some comments if we 
can, please. 
 
TONY FINAU:  Yeah, a little bit bitter right now just coming off that playoff. Had a chance to 
win on that first playoff hole and decided to play that putt a little downhill and shouldn't have. 
I played really nicely today and I think that's going to be the big takeaway of the week from 
me is, you know, anytime I've had a chance to win, I haven't been the guy that went low and 
today I was, so I can take a lot of confidence from that. That's something that I wanted to 
happen today to just prove to myself on Sundays that I can put myself in the thick of it and 
shoot a number and I was able to do that this week. So I think at the end of the day I'm 
going to be able to look back on that and have a lot of positives to take from it. 
 
Q.  Take us through that last hole with that putt, what you had on that putt there.  
 
TONY FINAU:  Yeah, I hit a proper putt. I think sometimes in those situations almost like 
match play when you're forced to make a putt, you probably hit it harder than you would 
normally hit it and that's what I did there. I've been reading putts all week for speed, that kind 
of ends up by the hole, maybe a foot by. That one ended up hitting a little harder. The 
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situation calls for a putt that the next one's good. I hit a proper putt, I just hit it barely too 
hard and missed it high side there. 
 
Q.  Tony, I'm just curious from a playoff standpoint when you're approaching the 10th 
green, you see the position you're in and what Max has got, just curious what was 
going through your mind there and how that unfolded.  
 
TONY FINAU:  Yeah, well, walking up I just hoping it wasn't my ball, that was the first thing. 
I couldn't tell whose it was. I was a little right of his, but you can get some funny bounces 
over there.  
 
When I found out it wasn't mine, when he got over the shot to take a practice swing, I knew 
he was going to be able to get it on the green, pitch it up at least near the green.  
 
My biggest thing was let's try and make 3 here, let's try and pitch it in. If not, let's try and 
make 3 here and put the pressure on him. That was my whole goal. I knew no matter what 
he would probably make 4 at least, worst case scenario he would make 4 there. Sometimes 
in those situations he's going to make 3, I played plenty of match play where that's 
happened. It didn't change my thought process a lot, I was trying to make 3 and I ended up 
making 4. 
 
Q.  I have two questions, one of which was what is your reaction when you saw Max 
miss on the 72nd hole there? 
 
TONY FINAU:  Yeah, well, my caddie -- I pretty much -- I thought it was -- I thought he was 
about two feet from the hole. I watched it on the telecast and I was just going to walk up and 
just watch. I knew the chance of him missing were going to be really low, but it wasn't a 
gimme. There was a small chance.  
 
But when he lipped out, I didn't fold the tent yet if that's what you're asking. I knew if it wasn't 
a gimme, I have to keep myself in playing mode, I can't expect -- I was expecting him to 
make that, but I was ready to play after that no matter what. So it was definitely new life.  
 
And unfortunately I had a chance to win on the first playoff hole with about a 10-footer. 
Unfortunately wasn't able to make that. Yeah, I would say that was my basic initial reaction. 
 
Q.  You addressed it a little bit before. Obviously you shot a tremendous round today 
so it's not like you threw anything away, but at what point do you get tired of all of 
these top-10s and runners-up that keep accumulating, even those are positive things?  
 
TONY FINAU:  Yeah, it's bittersweet to be in this position again, but I mean, I never get tired 
of playing good golf and that's what I tell myself every week. It's like sports is about winning, 
I've said that many times. I grew up trying to win every tournament I play, every tournament I 
play, nothing's changed. But I know at the end of the day you're going to lose a lot more 
times than you're going to win on the PGA TOUR. Unfortunately for me that's come really 
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close in the last few years. But I always challenge myself to play good golf and that's all I try 
to do. I'm not a quitter, I'm not someone that's going to fade away into the sunset because I 
can't win in these situations. I had another great shot today. I don't know what else I can say 
other than I enjoy playing good golf and one of these days it will happen for me and 
hopefully turn into kind of a domino effect.  
 


