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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW  
February 20, 2021 
 
SAM BURNS 
 
 
Q.  This is an incredible shot right here on the range, no one really has a care in the 
world, and you just told me as the overnight leader that I just ruined a nap that you 
were five minutes into. So it doesn't feel like you're feeling nerves, either, right? 
 
SAM BURNS:  Well, I guess there's only so much we can do right now, so I figured I'd try to 
take advantage of it. 
 
Q.  What this like? I imagine it's not stress-free sleeping on the lead the first round 
and then the second round and then you get iced right on the opening tee shot today. 
How do you manage those nerves for this amount of time? 
 
SAM BURNS:  Yeah, it's obviously [horn blows] -- there it is. I want to say I kind of expected 
it to happen just because I heard of golf balls rolling off greens. I was on the chipping green 
hitting chips and balls were coming off the green. I was like, well, I mean, if it continues to be 
like this, eventually there's going to be a halt of play. So I don't know, just trying to kind of go 
with the flow, I guess. 
 
Q.  This is your third time holding an overnight lead. The second time you held an 
overnight lead for consecutive rounds the last time was at the Houston Open. What 
can you take from those experiences and apply it to a week like this as you look for 
your first win with a really deep field? 
 
SAM BURNS:  Yeah, I think every experience out here and every round is a learning 
opportunity, so I feel like for me I just try to soak it all in, what I've learned from those 
experiences. I think for me, just slowing down a little bit. I have a tendency to get a little 
quick, so just slowing down, getting all the information from Travis and talking through it with 
him and then just go from there and try to play good golf. 
 
Q.  Dottie said earlier today, you know, Sam Burns, nothing really bothers him, he 
doesn't get hot under the collar if things aren't going his way. Is that how you feel 
inside? Are you as internally cool, calm and collected as you appear to be, especially 
in contention? 
 
SAM BURNS:  Yeah, I think over the years just trying to learn to be more that way. I think 
growing up with older siblings I was forced to be that way just because I couldn't overpower 
them, I couldn't really do what I wanted to do, and so I think just from those experiences of 
just trying to soak everything in and, like I said, learn as much as I could. I know a golf 
course like this, when you kind of run hot around here and start getting a little hot emotion, it 
definitely doesn't help. 
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Q.  We're going to be seeing gusts north of 40 miles an hour possibly for the rest of 
today. How does that affect and change the golf course and what you can and cannot 
do for the rest of the day? 
 
SAM BURNS:  Yeah, I think it changes it a lot. A lot of these holes where you get the 
predominant wind may be the opposite, so some of the easier holes may be into the wind 
and they play a lot more difficult. So I think just trying to take whatever the golf course gives 
you and just pick your spots, when you can attack and when you need to be playing it a little 
more safe. So I think just having a good game plan and sticking to it. 
 


