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ROUND 2 INTERVIEW  
February 19, 2021 
 
SAM BURNS  ( -12) 
 
 
Q.  Sam, what were you most pleased with today? It's a good score, you're in a good 
position, but what satisfied you the most? 
 
SAM BURNS:  I think just having patience out there. I didn't try to force anything. Whenever 
we were kind of in a tricky spot, just kind of took what the golf course gave us. Yeah, I would 
probably say that. 
 
Q.  So are you suggesting that you've been impatient up until now? 
 
SAM BURNS:  Not necessarily. Yeah, there's definitely times where I've tried to force it a 
little bit, but this just is not a golf course you want to do that. 
 
Q.  What about 2, for example, where you were off the tee, is that an example of just 
taking your best options or what? 
 
SAM BURNS:  Yeah, that was really kind of the only thing we had. We kind of had to go 
under one tree and above the next. Jumped a little bit out of that lie and got to the back of 
the green, but was able to two-putt from there, so yeah. 
 
Q.  You tied the lowest 36-hole score ever at Riviera. Knowing all the great players 
that have played here, great players that are here this week, to see your name on the 
top of the leaderboard with some cushion right now, what does that say about your 
game and your confidence? 
 
SAM BURNS:  I don't know, really. I think, like I said earlier, I think we just tried to have a 
good game plan and just kind of stick with it out there all day. This golf course doesn't 
necessarily give you a lot of opportunities at times, so just put it in the right spots. When you 
get in a tricky spot, just try to get it back in position. 
 
Q.  Is that the key to playing here is just patience and picking your spots? 
 
SAM BURNS:  Yeah. I'd say hitting it where you're looking is obviously important, so 
hopefully we'll try to do some more of that. 
 
Q.  I'm curious about 12. You couldn't have had more than a gap wedge in there, did 
you? 
 
SAM BURNS:  Yeah, I had I think a pitching wedge. 
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Q.  Have you played here before? Has it always played that way? 
 
SAM BURNS:  Well, the thing about this place is if the ball lands in the rough, it stops, but if 
it lands in the fairway, it goes another 50. So like yesterday I hit one kind of right, hit a tree 
and I had hybrid in. It's a golf course where if you get the ball in the fairways, it's going to go 
a lot further; if it lands in the rough, it's going to stop. 
 
Q.  What about bogey-free today, how difficult is that or pleasing is that? 
 
SAM BURNS:  Yeah, for sure. The save right there on 17, No. 8, my 17th hole, was big 
momentum for us. I think just keep putting it in the right spots. 
 
Q.  The few years you've been out here, you carry yourself with a very steady 
demeanor. Are you roiling inside? I don't want to go back to the patience thing. When 
you talk about forcing things, is there a different Sam inside that we see on the 
outside? 
 
SAM BURNS:  I don't know, it's a good question. 
 
Q.  Well, I need a good answer, Sam. 
 
SAM BURNS:  I don't know. I feel like, yeah, at times. Just as a competitor you have that 
competitiveness in you and I think it's all about managing that and using it in the right energy 
and at the right times. 
 
Q.  You've been in this position a few times this season, like Safeway after 36, you're 
right here, Farmers. What's been different about the weekend or Sundays than the 
first two days thus far? 
 
SAM BURNS:  Hadn't played as good. 
 
Q.  Nothing mental, just -- 
 
SAM BURNS:  Nope. 
 
Q.  Your rookie year, Sam, I want to say was two years ago or three? 
 
SAM BURNS:  I think it was, yeah, '18 sounds right, '18 or 19, something like that. 
 
Q.  You clearly do and probably think yourself that you've got everything you need to 
win out here. How difficult is it to be patient? I hate that word. I know you like to use 
it, I don't. 
 
SAM BURNS:  Why not? Why don't you like that word? 
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Q.  I don't know, because I hear it too much. 
 
SAM BURNS:  Yeah, I'd like to think that I have all the tools to win out here. Obviously 
there's a lot of good players, really, really good players. Yeah, I think try not to get caught up 
in that and just trying to get better each week and just trying to build as the season goes on. 
 
Q.  How do you measure whether you're getting better or not? What do you look at? 
 
SAM BURNS:  I think there's a lot of stuff we do in practice where we set goals and, you 
know, as we hit those goals, make them harder and harder and just keep pushing ourself to 
get better in aspects of the game. 
 
Q.  Can you give me an example of a target that you hit and then raised the bar? 
 
SAM BURNS:  Yeah, I think I do a lot of combines with TrackMan for wedges and basically 
it's a 10-shot game and it gives you a score. I'd say when I started out maybe a few years 
ago I'd try to get score 85 or better and then got up to 86, 87, and now I try to shoot for 90 or 
better. If I don't, then I'll do the drill over. 
 
Q.  Without killing you on this, how does the thing work? Is it easy to explain? 
 
SAM BURNS:  TrackMan? 
 
Q.  No, not TrackMan, but the score 85, how do you achieve 85? 
 
SAM BURNS:  So basically it will say you have 123 yards, it wants you to hit 123 yards. So 
it's measuring distance and dispersion. So basically it's giving you -- I don't know, it's way 
over my head, but it basically tells you how far you are from the hole and it gives you a score 
based off that. 
 
Q.  Right. Points for each one? 
 
SAM BURNS:  Correct, yeah. 
 
Q.  Who's your swing instructor, who do you work with? 
 
SAM BURNS:  Brad Pullin. He's back home in Louisiana. We've been working together for 
about close to 10 years now. 
 
Q.  How did you grab Travis? He was telling me that you guys played -- you got one 
round in and then they decided to shut golf down. 
 
SAM BURNS:  Yeah, I saw him walking on the side of the road one day and picked him up 
and asked him if he wanted to caddie. 
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Yeah, I'd been paired together with Travis a few times with some other guys and I just really 
liked the way he carried himself, liked the way he handled himself when he was out there. 
Just kind of asked around about him and got good feedback. Then we started working 
together last year at THE PLAYERS. 
 
Q.  Got one round in? 
 
SAM BURNS:  Got one round in and was off for 12 weeks. 
 
Q.  Have you ever played golf with him? 
 
SAM BURNS:  I have played golf with him once and he beat me. 
 
Q.  He did beat you? 
 
SAM BURNS:  Yep.  
 


