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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
February 18, 2021 
 
ALEX NOREN  ( -4) 
 
 
Q.  Can you just assess your round? 
 
ALEX NOREN:  It was pretty good off the tee, which is important on this course. I know the 
rough is not very high, but it's hard to stop the ball on the greens from the rough. So hit 
enough good drives and then had I think four birdies in a row there in the middle, which felt 
very good. 
 
Q.  I know this is a challenging course under good conditions, but seems like this 
year the greens seem to be a little bit more firm --  
 
ALEX NOREN:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  -- a little bit more fiery. Does that make it a little bit more challenging compared to 
previous years? 
 
ALEX NOREN:  A little bit. I mean, you can hit -- even holes like 3 today you've got a little 
wedge in there, but it's very hard to get it close to the hole. Then you've got obviously a few 
par 5s that you can take advantage of, but you've got to stick to it. My caddie was on me all 
day, like don't get upset if something happens in the round, look ahead because you've got 
to keep your head, you know, alert and concentrated. It's one of the most fun courses we 
play and obviously this year it is tricky, yeah. 
 
Q.  I think last time I checked you were one of only three players who laid up on 10. 
What's your thinking there? 
 
ALEX NOREN:  I lay up on the right pins. I try to play a wedge, like try to hit it as far as I can 
but not go in the left bunker and then I have a straight shot up the green because I think it's 
too difficult when it's firm like this on the fairway, too difficult to lay it up or to hit a driver or 
3-wood so you can chip straight up the green. So that's what I did and it worked out. I've 
been practicing that shot and it's not a bad play. 
 
Q.  What did you tee off with? 
 
ALEX NOREN:  I hit 4-iron. You need to hit 4-iron or like a 2-iron and then you play straight 
up the green. 
 
Q.  But if the pin's on the left-hand side? 
 
ALEX NOREN:  On the left-hand side it's easier, yeah, definitely easier. You can go for it. 
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You have chips from long, you can chip back up on the front pins. I think this -- I mean, I saw 
two pretty good drives by my playing partners and they had a tougher shot I think than I had 
coming in. I just think it's an easier play.  
 


