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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
February 18, 2021 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN  ( -4) 
 
 
Q.  Joaquin, how would you describe your round today? 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  It was great, I played great. Hit the ball really good from the tee, my 
driver was great. I mean, just being patient. I started good and then I made a bad bogey on 
No. 3, which I just tried to remain patient. Made a good putt for par on No. 4, which gave 
extra confidence for the last couple holes in the round. It was a good round. 
 
Q.  Did you find the conditions kind of tough when you came out today just with how 
chilly it was? 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  Yeah, in the morning it was cold, it was really cold. Yeah, I mean, 
after the first three, four holes it was great, it was great conditions. The course is playing a 
lot more firm than last year like I remember, so it's going to be fun during the week. 
 
Q.  You're obviously able to raise the money for your nephew, Rafita. How -- I'm trying 
to -- how gratifying is that to be able to raise that and obviously got it taken care of 
early this week? 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  It's amazing to see how much money we raised in such a short 
period. Now that we've got it done, it feels relief, like you said, and it feels great. Yeah, we've 
got to keep fighting for Rafita. He got to keep fighting and I think he's going to be all right 
because we're fighting to support him. 
 
Q.  Is there any update after the medicine was given to him how he's doing? 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  Yeah, got the medicine a couple days ago and he wasn't feeling 
great the first few days, but now he's out of the hospital and with his father. He's feeling 
good now. 
 
Q.  I forgot to ask you yesterday on the Zoom call, I know you've donated a lot of your 
winnings for that cause. Ballpark figure, about how much do you think you donated? 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  How much what? 
 
Q.  About how much money came out of your winnings for that? I know you got it 
started. 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  Yeah, so I donated all my earnings of RSM and Mayakoba on my 
birdies and eagles, so total it was probably around 200, something like that. 
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Q.  And can you speak to the support? You obviously got a lot of support from the 
Tour, correct? 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  Yeah, I got a lot of support from the Tour. Social media was great. 
We raised a lot of money in Mexico with the sponsors of Mexico and also my sponsor gave 
me a lot of help, too, which is really nice to be supported by them, being ambassador of my 
sponsor. So it feel great to feel the support from all the people that I'm around. 
 
Q.  Not familiar with the drug obviously, just in reading some of the background, it's 
$2 million just for that one injection? 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  2.1, yeah, for one injection, yeah. 
 
Q.  And when did you begin raising? Was it back in November or -- 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  Yeah, so we started in Chile first and it was too hard to get money. 
Then I start here probably like RSM was the first week we start, so probably November. 
Yeah, we raised a lot of money in the short period, two months, three months. 
 
Q.  Obviously you're a pretty young guy, but how much does that kind of -- to do what 
you're doing and to see what you're -- what that young little boy's going through 
maybe mature you to some degree and give you some perspective on maybe if you 
have a disappointment in life, whether it's on the golf course or -- 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  Just with the family, he's really close to me and me having the 
opportunity, having the money and the chance that social media I think is really helpful here. 
Yeah, I just put up the max I can do for him. I just can't wait to see him come with me and 
maybe follow me a couple holes. That will be nice, one of my dreams. 
 


