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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
February 18, 2021 
 
RORY McILROY  ( +2) 
 
 
Q.  Frustrating day or just -- 
 
RORY McILROY:  A little bit. It's tricky. The wind was up a touch, greens were getting a little 
firm. I think it was one of those days where it's sort of just as easy to shoot 2 or 3 under as it 
is to shoot 2 or 3 over. It's just sort of one of those and you can see that by the leaderboard, 
that so many guys are 1 over, even, 1 under. Yeah, just one of those days where obviously 
there was a couple of good scores out there, but you didn't have to do too much wrong to 
sort of be hovering around even par and be on the other side of it. 
 
Q.  Some of the guys, they've said this is the quickest they've seen the greens here. 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, even in the pro-am yesterday morning, the wind was up quite a lot 
there, it was really noticeable yesterday morning. Yeah, they're quick. If you get on the 
wrong side of the hole, even some putts that you feel like you're on the right side of the hole 
you're being somewhat defensive because late in the day you don't want to be leaving 
yourself too many three- and four-footers out here. So yeah, tough to sort of do everything 
today, but especially hole putts because the greens are so tricky and so fast. 
 
Q.  Did you hit a funny shot on 9 or something? I saw you -- 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, it was one of those where it was a decent lie in the rough and I 
thought if I could just get a little steeper on it, a little more shaft lean, I could get more club 
on the ball and get it to spin more, and I just got it and it just completely, it just jammed in 
there. Just more of a shock, it's totally fine. Yeah, for about, I don't know, maybe 20 seconds 
afterwards it was just a little sore. 
 
Q.  Kikuyu? 
 
RORY McILROY:  Yeah, yeah. 
 
Q.  And then on 10 you were in kind of a bad spot behind the tree. Does that factor 
into your thinking on the tee shot there or do you just want to pump it over there and 
deal with it when you get there? 
RORY McILROY:  There's certainly more to the hole than just pump it over there and deal 
with it from there. I hit the tee shot further left than I wanted to. It was a good distance, it was 
sort of pin high left. The trees and stuff weren't really -- they weren't the issue, it was more 
the lie. It was one of those lies where it was just sitting in a hole and again I had to get real 
steep on it to get club on ball to guarantee the strike and I just carried it two yards too short. 
If it had just covered that little bit of rough, it would have got up to maybe 20 feet 


