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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
February 18, 2021 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON  ( -3) 
 
 
Q.  Par 5s today? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  They didn't seem to bother you. 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Par 5s, missed some putts. Yeah, I mean, obviously I got it -- I scored 
well, I got it around. Hit it in the right spots, missed it in the right spots. I mean, the only 
bogey was the three-putt on 14. 
 
Q.  A long one. 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, a long one. I just ran it by a little bit and didn't play enough 
break on the one coming back. I left myself with a difficult putt for par there. Other than that, 
yeah, I never really was -- I never really got out of position off the tees. I missed it where I 
wanted to miss it. Tomorrow I need to hit a few more fairways and take care of the par 5s. 
 
Q.  I wouldn't think you were expecting to make the one on 15, but does it give you 
just a little bit of a spark just because you picked one up you didn't think you were 
going to? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, for sure. But obviously I missed on the previous holes, I missed 
some really good looks there, especially on -- not birdieing 1 and then missed -- I had, what, 
seven feet on 2 and a 10-footer on 3? Pretty easy putts, I just pulled them. Yeah, I'm 
pleased with the score. Not really that thrilled with how I hit the ball today, but I'm going to go 
to the range here and hit a few. 
 
Q.  Good sign that you can just feel kind of scrappy but okay and still post a 68? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah. I mean, obviously I finished really well, but hit a few drives in 
the fairway and had some wedges in my hand. Hit some nice shots there on 7 and 8. 
 
Q.  I've got to ask you and I mean 1 specifically, if you think about making a 5 on 
No. 1, what is the worst feeling in the world making a 5 on a par-5, is it 1 here, is it 2 at 
Pebble, 13 at Augusta? Which one would really annoy you the most of all the par 5s 
you play? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Probably here just because there's really nothing off the tee and then 
pretty much all you've got to do is hit the green. Just I hit the wrong club for the second shot. 
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I thought the ball was going to jump, but I knew too even if I hit a 7-iron and it jumps and it 
goes just long, it's a pretty easy chip from back there. The only place you can't hit it's in the 
bunker and that's where I hit it. 
 
Q.  You've played 10 here a lot, but teeing off first thing in the morning when it's cold 
like this, what club did you hit and how much more demanding is it? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I hit 7-wood and I hit it pretty much where I wanted to, it was just left of 
the green. It actually went a lot further than I thought. It just flew the bunker there and went 
kind of back but I was still in a pretty good spot. And then the ball just coming out of the 
rough just came out -- it landed about a yard short of where I wanted to. Still, I'd take -- it 
was a tap-in 4 and I'll go to 11 and I was thrilled with that. 
 
Q.  And you talked about this a little bit yesterday, but given the different conditions 
this year versus maybe previous years, how much more difficult is just the course in 
general being fiery? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, the course, I mean, you can't ask for a course in better shape. 
The greens are perfect, the fairways are, it's firm and fast. But yeah, this golf course plays 
really difficult when it's firm and fast. You have to be in the right position or you've got no 
chance. 
 
Q.  Is putting more demanding this week than maybe in the past, or maybe approach 
shots? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I mean, approach shots, because if you're leaving yourself with 
downhill putts all day, they're really tough to make just because they're so fast. You've got to 
hit them so soft and play so much break on a lot of them that it's difficult. So your approach 
shots you need to be spot on with. 
 
Q.  I just want to ask you about the 7-wood. What was the occasion of putting that in 
the bag? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  At the PGA. 
 
Q.  At Harding?  
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  At Harding Park. Well, I had a hybrid and then the 5-wood. A 5-wood 
and my 3-wood I hit like the same distance, so Keith made me a 7-wood. When I first looked 
at it I'm like, I thought I was going to hit it straight in the air, but I hit it and it came out kind of 
nice and low with some spin. I was like, all right, put it in the bag. 
 
Q.  Has it been there ever since? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah. 
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Q.  What's the loft on it? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I have no idea. Oh, 21, I think. 
 
Q.  What's the number on it? How far do you normally hit it? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I fly it like 255 or something. It's like a 5-wood pretty much, or it goes 
the distance of a 5-wood. 
 


