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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
February 18, 2021 
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON  ( +4) 
 
 
Q.  Can you talk about what the last week's been like for you? 
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON:  Yeah, it was okay, especially the last week. I think first couple of 
days when I had a few symptoms you're obviously worried that they're going to get worse. 
As it turned out, they didn't. Didn't lose my sense of taste or smell. For the last four, five days 
I've been feeling okay and kind of luckily had this to look forward to, so I didn't really have a 
problem staying in my room. It wasn't so bad in the sense of I knew I was getting out. 
 
Q.  How did you get here? Did you drive overnight?  
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON:  I drove overnight, yeah. 
 
Q.  What time did you leave? 
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON:  I got here in the morning, so I got a couple hours' sleep here 
and that was it. It wasn't too bad a drive, I've got to say, but yeah, it was not a stress at all, 
the sleep I had last week. The only thing I was worried about was by 3:00 in the afternoon is 
my naptime. 
 
Q.  No second thoughts about pulling out of this event? 
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON:  No. I can't go home. I can't go home without a negative PCR, so 
I don't have any option but to keep on going. Even if I wanted to stop, I have nowhere to go 
and kind of in limbo at the moment with that. Hopefully I'll get a negative test the next few 
weeks, but it could be a couple of months before I get a negative test, which would allow me 
to travel back to Ireland.  
 
I'm actually entering more events, I'm entering both those opposite field events, so I'm going 
to play Puerto Rico next week and I'm going to play Puntacana I think is the other one. 
Yeah, adding tournaments rather than anything else because, as I said, I think that's the 
only place I can go. 
 
Q.  Then talk about your round today. Looks like you had a little bit of rust there on 
your first nine? 
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON:  I was really struggling with the short game, yeah. I hit the 
ball -- I was very happy with how I hit the ball. Really happy actually how I hit the ball. I had a 
lot of sort of putts from the fringe and I just was not trusting that confidence. I had several 
three-putts from the fringe of the greens. Things didn't go my way. I knew I needed -- the 
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hard thing after 10 days, you don't lose hitting the golf ball but a little bit of the feel definitely, 
a little bit of the trust in it. I did struggle with the putter not on the short putts but on the 
longer putts. 
 
Q.  Did you do anything in your 10 days working on your game? 
 
PADRAIG HARRINGTON:  I putted plenty on the carpet in the room. That didn't do me any 
good, did it? I did swing in the room, too. I used an impact bag in terms of my pillow was an 
impact bag. So yeah, I did plenty of swinging.  
 
Lots of meetings by the end of it, loads of Zoom stuff the last couple of days when I started 
feeling better. Basically the first week I really took it easy and did nothing, didn't do many 
swings, practice, anything like that just to be sure. Then once it came to the end of the 
weekend, I suppose, I started swinging again and getting into it.  
 
As I said, physically I was fine. Today I was happy that I wasn't tired or anything out there, 
but I did struggle on those greens. They're tough greens, to be honest. A lot of stress even if 
you're in the whole of your health out there. 
 


