
1 
                                                                    Tee-Scripts.com 

PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
February 17, 2021 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN 
 
 
JACK RYAN:  We would like to welcome Joaquin Niemann into the interview room at The 
Genesis Invitational.  
 
Joaquin, last time we saw you was at the Sony Open in Hawaii, you collected your second 
consecutive runner-up on the PGA TOUR. Just a comment on the state of your game right 
now coming into the week?  
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  Yeah, I had two great weeks in Hawaii and I decided to take some 
time off. I wanted to go back to Chile to see my family, see my friends, so I decided to take 
four weeks off and then start here in L.A. I think it was the right decision, I had a great time 
back in Chile and then I had a great time also in Jupiter practicing with my coach. So yeah, I 
feel ready for this week and always happy to be back in competition. 
 
JACK RYAN:  And as we look forward to the rest of this season, just curious if those two 
runner-up finishes changed any of your goals throughout the rest of this season that you 
may have set for yourself?  
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  Yeah, I mean, after those two great weeks I put myself -- I can tell 
myself that I can always do better, that I can win any tournament if I play great. So yeah, I 
mean, I just need to keep doing what I'm doing. I feel great the way I play and also on the 
back nine in Hawaii knowing that I was leading, so everything helps for the future, getting 
more experience. I know if I'm in that position again I can always do better. 
 
Q.  As we look ahead to this week, what are your thoughts on Riviera Country Club 
and how do you feel like you'll play this week? 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  Yeah, this is one of my favorite weeks. It's L.A., L.A.'s always nice to 
be. The course is awesome, it's one of my favorites on Tour. Yeah, it's always nice to have a 
familiar feel. It's a lot of fun to be here. It's a good course. It's going to be a fun tournament 
and hopefully have a good week, too. 
 
JACK RYAN:  All right. With that, we will open it up to questions. 
 
Q.  Two things, what kind of schedule do you have going forward to the Masters? 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  Yeah, I'm going to play -- for sure I'm going to play next week and 
then I'm playing PLAYERS and Honda Classic. I may -- and Match Play after. So yeah, 
those for sure and maybe somewhere else, but I'm not sure yet.  
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Q.  Is it more difficult to get the right amount of golf in going into the Masters in a year 
like this without it being too much? 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  Yeah, I mean, I always like to play two or three weeks in a row max. I 
think -- I don't know if I play better, but I feel better playing my first two weeks. After that I 
feel a little tired, like I don't put much attention on my golf. So yeah, I think the first two 
weeks is where I like to play my best. 
 
Q.  I'm curious, what is your experience level growing up with kikuyu grass and what 
is the key to playing out of kikuyu, especially around the greens and the rough? 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  Yeah, there is one course in Chile which I like a lot, same grass as 
here, not as good though, but yeah. Yeah, it's a little different. You get a lot of spin on the 
wedges with this grass, and also these greens, sometimes they get really tricky. Right now 
they're super fast and they've got a lot of slope, so yeah, I've got to be careful with where I 
leave the ball. Just try to putt uphill every time and I think I could have a good week doing 
that. 
 
Q.  So you're saying it spins a lot with wedges from the fairway or around the greens 
when it kind of sits on top like that? 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  Yeah, a lot of times it sits on top and around the green you've got to 
hit a lot of spin, a shot from a hundred, a hundred in, you're going to get more spin on this 
grass.  
 
Q.  I have two very different strange questions. Do you consider yourself one of the 
best players in the world? If so, why? And if you don't, what else do you need to do to 
be looked upon that way? 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  Yeah, I think if I'm playing -- if I'm playing good golf, if I'm playing my 
best golf, I think I'm one of the best players in the world for me. I need to have that 
confidence in myself, and I know if I'm playing my best golf I can win anywhere. 
 
Q.  And secondly, and this one's even worse, if they did not have the Latin American 
Championship, what path would you have taken?  Where would you be right now? 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  I remember being -- yeah, that was two or three years ago. Yeah, I 
mean, I was probably going to turn pro and try to go to the Web.com. I remember I played 
the Q-School like December, that was like two months before the Latinoamerica. I decided 
that if I got in straightaway, I was going to just turn pro or maybe wait and see if I win the 
Latinoamerica. Yeah, if I didn't have that tournament, I probably just turn pro before that and 
I was probably playing Web.com and then who knows, you know?  I just wait for the 
Latinoamerica, I won, I get into the Masters, which I think it was really helpful for my career, 
for my future. I got a lot of experience in that week. And I think without the Latinoamerica I 
wouldn't be in the Masters, and without the Masters maybe I wouldn't be here right now.  
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Everything was like connected. I think Latinoamerica was really helpful to grow the game in 
another region. 
 
Q.  And a 63 on the last day, right? 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  That helps, too. 
 
Q.  Yeah, it does. How did you do in Q-School in December? 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  I remember I played Q-School, I didn't play great, I think got a little 
stutters, but I was probably going to turn pro and maybe try some Mondays and get into one 
event and play good and hopefully get it going from there. Yeah, I think I took a better 
decision, thank you for the Latinoamerica. 
 
Q.  And did any colleges offer you a scholarship? 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  Yeah, I was close to going to school, but I was -- it was not really -- I 
was not really interested in it. I think at the moment I just wanted to play golf. Yeah, I just 
decided with my whole team that I got more to lose if I was going to school because at that 
moment I was No. 1 in the world, so I decided I think this is the perfect moment to just turn 
pro and try it out. 
 
Q.  I have a couple of questions, the first of which is where are you at right now with 
the fundraising project for your little cousin and has the procedure been done? Where 
is that at right now? 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  Yeah, so it's been amazing last couple days. Rafita got to get -- his 
father -- we got the whole money for the medicine and he bought it couple weeks ago and 
he got to go to the -- I think he bought it here in the states and he got to fly here. Not Rafita, 
his father, go get the medicine and then bring it back to Chile. Rafita got the medicine a 
couple days ago, which was amazing.  
 
More than that it was -- I think it was more amazing to see like the whole Tour, the whole, 
like all the people that was like supporting me, all the companies, it was amazing. We raised 
so much money in such a short period, which it was really amazing and give us a lot of faith 
for Rafita.  
 
Right now he's been -- a couple days where he got the medicine, but right now he's doing 
great. It's been a couple days where he has been in the hospital like wait for how he react 
because of the medicine. Yeah, they send me some picture couple days and he looks 
stronger, he looks happy. It's really amazing what everybody did those couple months to 
raise so much money. 
 
Q.  What is specifically your relationship, like what's the actual relationship in terms 
of on your parents side or whatever? 
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JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  Rafita's dad is my mother's -- how do you say -- first cousin? Yeah, 
cousin. So is really close for my mom, which is for me, too. Yeah, we are close. I remember I 
grew up with his father, who is Felipe.  I grew up with him a lot, he helped me a lot, he came 
and watched me some golf tournaments, he went for the mass tiers when I play as an 
amateur, so we got a great relationship. Now having Rafita with us is amazing, too. 
 
Q.  When you see that take place with somebody so close to you in that kind of 
situation, what kind of perspective does that put on kind of your life and how good 
you have it and what not? The life you're living? 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  Yeah, I remember at the beginning when he was born, everybody of 
course was super happy. We didn't know he have this type of diagnostic of SMA. Yeah, I 
remember my mother told me like Rafita might have some really hard disease, but they were 
not one hundred percent sure yet. Once we got the news it was a little shocking like the 
beginning. Like at the beginning I didn't believe it was true, and then a couple days after I 
call him, I call Felipe, I call Rafita, and it was a really hard moment. They were crying, I was 
crying, too. It was tough.  
 
But yeah, after that I think it was really helpful to give like being positive. I remember I was 
call Felipe and he was really negative, like why happen this to me, you know, just being 
negative.  And I was trying to push him to be more positive and I get to help him here in the 
states, because in Chile, it was really hard to get the $2 million and for me being here getting 
more connections, you know, social media, all this stuff helps. It was beautiful. 
 
Q.  You obviously had a huge disappointment with the COVID and not getting into the 
Masters, which I'm sure was devastating to you. What was that like for you and is 
maybe looking at Rafita's situation some perspective on that to some degree, like I'll 
have another chance to this? 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  Yeah, it's nothing compared to that. Something is between life and 
just getting into another golf tournament. Yeah, I just look at that way. I just look at it like it 
was just another tournament. Yeah, I know I was going to be there in April so it wasn't like 
really hard for me at the beginning. I was really looking forward to play, I was playing great 
golf there, so yeah, it was a little hard, but then it was fine. 
 
Q.  How popular is golf in Chile? Did you have any friends that played golf growing 
up? 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  Yeah, it's not big. I remember growing up it was -- I was lucky to be 
living right next to a golf course but it wasn't like a big golf course, it was one of the smallest 
ones around the city. Yeah, there were not many kids of my age playing golf. I remember 
every weekend I had to go out there and play with my dad and my dad's friends, they were 
all old for me. It wasn't fun for me. So yeah, there were not many kids.  
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Now it's amazing how many kids you see when you go to a golf course. It's unbelievable. I 
think you see more kids than old people playing right now in Chile.  It's been growing a lot, 
which is nice to see. 
 
Q.  I had to play a lot with my dad growing up, too. How important is that for you 
though to grow golf in Chile? 
 
JOAQUIN NIEMANN:  I think it's huge. I had the chance when I was probably 10, 12 to play 
with professional golfers from Chile, which when I was 12 years old I was looking at them 
like they were gods, you know? It was amazing. I had a chance to play with them, practice 
with them, which it was amazing.  
 
Every time I go back to Chile I try to do almost the same. I try to go back to Chile and 
see all the kids that work in the same academy as I do with my coach. Yeah, it's a lot 
of fun. I go out with them, we have lunch, we play a couple holes, we do putting 
contests. I think it's part of my job doing that to grow up the game in Chile. 
 
JACK RYAN:  At this time I'm going to pass it over to my colleague to facilitate some 
questions from the Spanish-speaking media that we have on the line. 
 


