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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
February 17, 2021 
 
FRANCESCO MOLINARI 
 
 
JACK RYAN:  We'll go ahead and get started here. We would like to welcome Francesco 
Molinari into the interview room at The Genesis Invitational.  
 
Francesco, just to get us started, I understand you've recently joined Riviera since your 
move to southern California. Could you just tell us a little bit about what went into that 
decision and how it's been so far?  
 
FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  Yeah, I mean, it's been amazing so far. We moved here around 
middle of September last year, so I started asking around obviously which courses were a 
good option for me. Pretty much -- sorry, pretty much everyone I asked for advised Riviera 
was going to be the best solution. Yeah, so I got the ball rolling and the club has been kind 
enough to have me join. It's been great. I've played a lot of rounds since then, obviously met 
a few members, played a few games with them.  And we live literally five, six minutes away, 
so it's a very easy commute for me. 
 
JACK RYAN:  And you're making your seventh start here in this tournament. Probably 
haven't had the success that you'd like. Has that recently joining with more familiarity with 
the course, do you think that's going to help you this week?  
 
FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  I don't know.  We'll find out soon enough. Yeah, it's a 
tournament I've always loved, but unfortunately I never really played that well in the past. 
Yeah, I mean, I think I played, like I said, a lot of rounds during the winter and I got to play 
the course better and better. Obviously conditions are not quite the same. Yeah, I hope, you 
know, on the greens and with the strategy of the different holes, shot selection, hopefully the 
rounds that I've played this winter I can have more success around here.  
 
Q.  So Francesco, how are you liking life in Los Angeles? What's been the big 
adjustment?  I know with the pandemic it's hard to get the right kind of dining, but 
what do you make of the Italian food here? 
 
FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  Life in L.A. has been really good so far. My family loves it, I 
like it a lot. We've been lucky enough to find good schools for the kids.  We go to the 
beach often, the weather obviously has been a massive improvement from spending 
the winter in Europe.  And the Italian food is not too bad. Yeah, there's some pretty 
good spots. 
 
Q.  I've got two completely unrelated things to ask:  One was we were just talking to 
Brooks Koepka a little while ago and he was talking about his -- during that stretch 
when he wasn't having results after such a great run, the frustration level and he 
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actually had snapped two sets of irons over his knee in his living room after a couple 
tournaments. Now, I know you're a pretty mild-mannered guy, but you are Italian after 
all. I'm wondering if you've ever done that before or been tempted to do so? 
 
FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  No, I've not done it. Maybe I should try it. If it worked for Brooks, 
maybe I should give it a go. Yeah, I completely understand obviously the frustration. We all 
put a lot of effort into it and when results don't go your way, it's not nice. It's nice to see 
Brooks back to his winning ways in Phoenix. 
 
Q.  Do you find the element of -- you've had some very, very great runs of success. 
When you have that and then it starts not to come, your expectation level is raised. 
How difficult is that to manage that when the results aren't coming? 
 
FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  Yeah, I mean, for me I think the second half of 2019 was difficult 
because I had very high expectations and was coming from a really great period of golf. I 
think now I'm in a different space. You know, I've had nearly a year off last year, so my 
expectations, especially now early in the season are not that high. It's nice to be back, it's 
nice to be feeling like I'm getting better and playing some better golf, but I know it's going to 
be a long way back. 
 
Q.  And just one Ryder Cup question. Based on your past success, even though you 
haven't had the same run of late that you had, would you pick yourself on the side as 
we sit here right now? 
 
FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  Well, I think it's too early to say that. There's still a lot of golf to 
be played. I think if I play great golf, there's still a chance to make the team. If I play really 
good golf, hopefully I'll be considered for the picks, but I'm sure it's going to depend a lot on 
how I play between now and September. 
 
Q.  Kind of along those lines, what kind of schedule do you think you'll be keeping in 
a Ryder Cup year based in L.A. and playing both tours? 
 
FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  Yeah, I mean, I don't know with the pandemic obviously where 
we're going to go towards the summer, but hoping that things are going to be better than 
now, the plan will be to go to Europe when the kids finish school over here and spend 
probably maybe six to eight weeks in Europe. They would obviously make a base in Italy 
somewhere and just enjoy the summer, and I would go in and out and play a few 
tournaments in Europe then. So that's the idea of how to kind of play both tours this year. 
We'll have to see obviously what happens with the pandemic and the charter restrictions, but 
hopefully that's going to be the case.  
 
Q.  And, secondly, when you've been to the top and now it's a bit of a struggle, what 
is the hardest thing about working your way back up? 
 
FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  I don't know. Golf, it's a competitive sport, the margins are really 
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small, and like I was saying before, everyone nowadays puts a lot of effort into it. I think it's 
just having the patience to keep working. You need probably a couple of breaks at the right 
time, but you can put all the good work into it and not see results for a while. Like Brooks 
was saying, probably that's the more frustrating aspect, but you just need to persevere and 
keep going and I think eventually you get your good run again. 
 
Q.  Of all the wonderful traits you have, where does patience fall? Is that one of them 
for you? Is it being tested right now? 
 
FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  No, I mean, like I was saying, for me probably it was harder the 
second half of 2019 not seeing the results then and having higher expectations. I think since 
I've come back late last year I've been a bit more laid back. I'm sure the competitiveness is 
coming back little by little, and my expectations have gone up.  I've had two top 10s the first 
two weeks of the year so that sort of result already kind of drives your expectations up. But 
we'll see. So far I've been pretty patient and I'm sure the patience will finish at some point. 
 
Q.  How do you explain what happened on your first tee shot on Saturday last week? 
 
FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  I'm surprised it took so long to hear the question. 
 
Q.  Someone had to ask, right? 
 
FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  I don't know. I think there's many explanations and none, really. 
The weather.  I was messing around with 3-woods last week so I played with a different 
3-wood pretty much every day and probably, you know, went a bit too far with that. But yeah, 
just a bad swing, bad conditions, probably not my favorite club in the bag and that 
happened. 
 
Q.  Do you feel like these good results that you had seen leading up to AT&T that 
you're starting to turn the corner? 
 
FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  Yeah, I think I'm definitely building some momentum. I think 
about last week, obviously Fooch, my caddie, tested positive at the beginning of the week so 
he wasn't on the bag. I think that affected me, especially the weekend. It's mentally a lot 
harder when you have to do pretty much everything yourself on the course and you don't 
have the usual support from your caddie. But yeah, that far I was building nice momentum. 
I'm playing decently, putting decently, especially considering this part of the schedule has 
never been my really strongest part of the year. So hopefully Fooch can be back soon and 
we can get back to good results pretty soon. 
 
Q.  Have you already talked with Padraig about your plans for your schedule looking 
towards the Ryder Cup? 
 
FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  No, no, not really. I know he's here this week, so maybe I'll see 
him this week. But no, so far he left me alone. I think understandably so. Like I was saying to 
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someone last week, I'm such a long way back that I need to show some good stuff first and 
then I'm sure we'll have some conversation. 
 
Q.  Adam just asked, but how is Fooch? Is he on the bag this week? 
 
FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  No, he's not back this week. Unfortunately his self-isolation is 
going to finish I think on Thursday afternoon, but we decided it was better for him to take the 
full week off anyway and recover. He's okay, he started with no symptoms at all, then 
developed some symptoms in the third, fourth day, I think. But yeah, I speak to him daily. I 
think he's recovering, so hopefully a few more days and he'll be ready to get back. 
 
Q.  Also, I hate to harp on the Ryder Cup but everybody's been asking about the 
Ryder Cup and Adam sort of mentioned Padraig. If you do bump into Padraig this 
week and he has been sitting down, as you know, with the guys in the Middle East 
tournaments, but what would be your message to Padraig in relation to Whistling 
Straits? 
 
FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  I don't think I need to say anything to him. He knows me 
enough. Like I said, I'm repeating myself, I have a lot to prove, I've been out for a long time 
and obviously there have been guys that played great golf last year when I was out, so it's 
up to me really, not so much up to Padraig. 
 
Q.  And also I could ask, you've been on three winning European Ryder Cup teams.  
Would you want to be at Whistling Straits, if it's with your golf clubs or without your 
golf clubs, if you know where I'm coming from, maybe part of the background team? 
 
FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  I haven't been asked, but yeah, I would love to be there in any 
capacity. Obviously the goal is to be there as a player, but yeah, we'll see how the year 
goes. I'm sure we'll have that conversation if needed at some point, too. 
 
Q.  Just one last question, as a fellow Callaway staff player, what's the deal with the 
Callaway cap now? 
 
FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  Yeah, just a small change from the last few years. I still wear 
Nike clothing, but the cap was out of the deal and nice to represent Callaway. They've been 
very good to me and they're helping as much as they can to get me back where I want to be. 
It's nice to have their support. 
 
Q.  One more, Fran, on the Ryder Cup, if you don't mind. Padraig had made a point 
about a month or so ago that he liked the idea of having limited picks because it just 
led to a little bit more cohesiveness on the team, there's not second guessing on who 
should have been picked if you have a lot of them, like the U.S. has six this year. What 
are your thoughts on that? Do you think it's better to have fewer or more? 
 
FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  I don't think there's a straight answer to be honest. I can see 
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definitely Padraig's point. I think if you qualify in some ways, it takes a little bit of pressure off 
of you. 
 
I kind of don't know because I've never been picked, I always qualified for the three teams I 
played in, so I don't know how it feels to be picked. I can definitely see Padraig's point of 
view and obviously more picks is more pressure for the captain then. But I'm sure every 
captain sees it a different way so I think the main thing is obviously to give the captain what 
he asks for so that he can be happy with his team selection at the end of the day.  
 
Q.  How much do you think past history at the Ryder Cup should matter, past 
experience? 
 
FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  I don't know. You should ask captains. I've not been in that 
position. I think it matters. Obviously it helps if you've been there already, but in the end it's 
just you want to have the 12 guys that play the best golf possible, so experience is going to 
be one of the things. Obviously the form you're coming into is a massive factor, too. So we'll 
see.  
 
I think it depends also on how the rest of the team is made up, if you have a lot of rookies 
already in the qualifying spots or if you have no rookies at all, all those dynamics can 
change. It's a team event, it's a team of 12 people, so I think it's managing your picks so that 
you get the most out of the 12 players as a group, as a total. 
 
JACK RYAN:  That's a wrap. We appreciate your time, Francesco, and best of luck this 
week. 
 
FRANCESCO MOLINARI:  Thank you very much. 
 
  
 


