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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
February 17, 2021 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON 
 
 
JOHN BUSH:  We would like to welcome Dustin Johnson into our virtual media center here 
at The Genesis Invitational, making his first start since winning in Saudi Arabia.  
 
Dustin, if we can just get you to talk a little bit about getting over jetlag in the past week and 
getting back out on Tour this week. 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, it's been good. Came back, got in Monday morning, so it was 
just nice to be at home for the week with the kids and the family, Paulina. Yeah, I had a nice 
week at home last week.  
 
And then obviously excited to be back here at Riviera, a golf course I really like, enjoy 
playing. It's probably in the best shape I've ever seen it. I think it's going to be a really good 
week. 
 
JOHN BUSH:  Yeah, you just got off of the course from the nine hole pro-am. This is your 
14th start at this tournament, you just mentioned how much you love it. You won here in 
2017 and you have five additional top-5 finishes. What is it about this course that suits you 
so well?  
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I think it's just a really good golf course. It plays tough always, 
especially with the conditions this year, it's firm and fast. I think it always plays a little more 
difficult when it's firm and fast. And it looks like we've got good weather for this week so it's 
going to continue to get firmer and faster. You've just got to be really spot on with everything 
you're doing. 
 
Q.  Dustin, you played so well here, obviously you know how to navigate the kikuyu. 
I'm curious, what's the key to playing off kikuyu? Do you have to make adjustments 
from normal or -- 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  No, it's nice, you hit it in the fairway, you always have a good lie, the 
ball sits up nicely. But yeah, I've always liked -- I just like this golf course just from tee to 
green, everything about it. It's a fun golf course to play. It always plays a little different 
depending on the wind. Obviously when it's in this good of shape, the greens are fast, 
they're firm, the balls are rolling out in the fairway. You've really got to think about every shot 
you're hitting. 
 
Q.  Just a quick followup, given the success you've had recently, where's your 
confidence level now compared to any time in the rest of your career? 
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DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Obviously the confidence is pretty high right now. I feel good about 
what I'm doing, I've got a lot of confidence in everything that I'm doing. I've just been playing 
really consistent and solid golf. 
 
Q.  Dustin, aside from the fact that you like it and that you're a pretty decent player, 
why do you think you play well here? What is it about the course that you play well 
here? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  It's a tough -- I feel like it's a tough golf course. You've got to drive it 
well, you've got to be really spot on with your irons and distance control, shot shapes into 
the green. I think it kind of makes you think on every shot you're hitting off the tee, coming 
into the greens and then even when you're on the greens, your putts, especially depending 
on where you're at, if you're downhill, the greens are really fast right now so you've really got 
to be kind of cognizant of that. 
 
Q.  And I realize you wouldn't be playing a golf tournament if you didn't want to be 
here, and throw Augusta out by the way, but are there courses that you're more 
excited than usual to be playing and what leads to that excitement? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, obviously there's golf courses that I always look forward to 
going to and playing, especially here, it's one of my favorite courses. Even though I didn't 
play last week, those courses up there I really like and enjoy playing. I would have played if 
the ams were playing because I do enjoy that format, enjoy playing with Wayne and we play 
with Jordan and Jake every year, so I would have played last week if we would have had the 
ams playing, for sure. 
 
Q.  So are you just saying it's the courses that make the difference or is there more to 
it? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, the courses, the tournament, the atmosphere it has, but for me 
it's mostly the golf courses. 
 
Q.  Despite the run you've been on, is there any part of your game you're a little bit 
disappointed in? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I mean, I feel like I could always be better with every part of the game, 
but definitely can roll the putter better always. I feel like short game, you can always improve 
with that, too. But I feel like I'm swinging it pretty good, I'm happy with the way I'm swinging 
it, but there's room for improvement I think throughout the bag. 
 
Q.  Dustin, this stretch you're on right now, does the game seem easy? I know we 
hear players who are on great runs say that, but does it seem really easy for you to 
play right now? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  No, this game is never easy. Every day something is different. The 
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golf game I don't think -- I never feel like it's easy. Obviously I'm playing well, I've got a lot of 
confidence in everything that I'm doing, so yes, it might be easier, but it's not easy. 
 
Q.  What's the first thing that comes to mind when you hear the word USGA? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  The U.S. Open. 
 
Q.  Okay. What did you think -- I don't know if you've even heard, you were playing 
golf, but Mike Whan was appointed their new CEO. Do you have any thoughts on 
that? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I was just told when I was walking in here that someone might ask my 
about that, so I had no idea until five minutes ago. I don't really know Mike Whan, so I'm not 
real sure, but obviously if the USGA appointed him the CEO, hopefully he does a really good 
job and I'm sure they feel like he will. Yeah, obviously hopefully it will be good.   
 
Q.  Dustin, are you going to go for it no matter what on 10 this week and have you 
ever laid up on that hole before and is it kind of a no-brainer for you? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, I'll try to hit it -- not really go for it because I don't think I'm ever 
trying to hit it on the green because it's almost impossible to do that, but yeah, I try to get it 
up green-high left. 
 
Q.  Augusta put out a Tweet today and it probably doesn't really matter to you, but 
they put out a Tweet saying it's 50 days until the Masters. When do you sort of start to 
get serious practicing for the Masters?  
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  When I get there. 
 
Q.  That's what I thought.  
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah. I mean, I've got a lot of big tournaments before we get to the 
Masters, so I try not to -- I mean, I don't prepare any different from, you know, this week to 
the WGC next week. I prepare for every tournament the same. 
 
Q.  Will you go out there before the actual tournament? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Yeah, I'm going to go up there in a couple weeks. I'll go up there for 
like a day and play a couple times. 
 
Q.  If I can ask you one other question, it probably doesn't really affect you I guess, 
but your thoughts on Rory McIlroy on being the first non-American born chairman of 
the Players Advisory Committee?  
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I think it's good. Obviously he's a great player, I think he's a really 
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good dude and I think he'll be good to be the chairman. 
 
Q.  What do you think he can bring to that role? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I don't know, I don't pay attention too much. 
 
Q.  I'm just trying to sort of -- 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I'm glad he's on it, I'm glad he's the chairman. Obviously he's one of 
our top players, so he's going to have -- I think he has the best interests of the players, so I 
think it's really good.  
 
Q.  It just leads to the question, have you ever thought about joining the PAC?   
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  No. 
 
Q.  Can you elaborate? 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  I just never thought about it. 
 
Q.  A question I wanted to ask you, D.J., is the prestige from winning at this 
tournament, is it more about the golf course or the field, and what's the difference 
between this and, say, if you were to win next week at a WGC? Making you think way 
too much today, sorry.  
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  No, to me, really no different. This is a big tournament, it always is. It's 
always got a great field, it's at a great venue. Next week's the World Golf Championship kind 
of along the same lines, it's a great field and it's a World Golf Championship so it's another 
big event, so to me they're pretty similar.  
 
JOHN BUSH:  Dustin, thank you for your time. 
 
DUSTIN JOHNSON:  Thanks. 
 


