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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW   
January 28, 2021 
 
PATRICK REED  ( -8) 
 
 
Q.  First of all, your general reactions to the round. 
 
PATRICK REED:  Yeah, it was solid. Felt like I hit the ball well. Left myself with a lot of good 
opportunities, a lot of makeable putts, and when you're doing that around a golf course like 
the North, you have to go take advantage of it, especially with what's coming within the next 
24 hours. 
 
You know, kind of put myself in position today where I had to go out knowing that we're 
going to get pretty good conditions, go out and try to make as many birdies as possible to be 
able to kind of weather the storm tomorrow. I was able to kind of get off to a hot start and 
just kind of ride momentum going on through the rest of the round and continue attacking 
that golf course since that's the one you're able to attack. 
 
Q.  When did you go to Leadbetter and what is the most important things you've 
learned, and are you still getting comfortable with it? 
 
PATRICK REED:  It's still a learning process, we're still working on it, still trying to get it 
where it's comfortable on certain shots and just kind of where it's more kind of second nature 
rather than trying to sit there and put a club in a position.  
 
I started with Led, I went over basically the Sunday after the U.S. Open, that Sunday night I 
flew down and saw him for three days and started grinding right then and there to kind of 
make the change, and I feel like it's been amazing ball-striking-wise.  
 
And really the biggest thing is clarity, knowing kind of what each shot is. Like when I hit the 
ball left, kind of knowing what it is in my swing. At this level, if you're able to know that, then 
you're able to kind of fix it on the golf course and you're not having to wait until the round's 
completely done in order to try to get the ball on track. 
 
Q.  Did it click in right away? 
 
PATRICK REED:  No, not at all. You know, it's one of those things that there definitely were 
signs right off the bat that it was obviously the right thing to do and the right way to go, but 
I've been swinging one way basically my whole life and having to change that and make the 
change is obviously tough. There's a lot of work going on not just on the golf course but also 
at home and doing drills, stuff like that, just trying to dial it in and get it more locked in. It's 
been a tough change, making a change, but at the same time it's been very rewarding. It's 
the right thing we're doing, I feel very good about it and definitely see signs of where it could 
take me. 
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Q.  One or two -- describe the changes --  
 
PATRICK REED:  No, no. Sorry. 
 
Q.  Where did you go on Monday and why? 
 
PATRICK REED:  I went to La Costa. Biggest thing was my coach was in town. I never like 
to just kind of sit in the room, it would drive me nuts just sitting there.  
 
That being said, we went out there, were able to kind of go hit some balls and get some 
work in. With all that, with my coach there, we were able to kind of focus on technique, not 
really worry about ball flight. So it was almost like hitting into a net, but actually out there in 
the 50-mile an hour winds. Good thing is, the swing actually felt really good when we were 
working on it in those conditions, so when I came over and started playing in normal 
conditions, it seemed to click a little easier. 
 
Q.  How close did you come to making a bogey today, and when you play a round like 
this, does it seem easy or no? 
 
PATRICK REED:  Definitely it felt easy out there just kind of with how I was hitting the 
driver, getting the ball in the fairway. I was working it both ways, which was nice. It's not like 
I had only one way to go, I was able to hit the draws, hit the fades. I think the longest -- the 
hardest, longest chance I had was on 4 today, had a 35-footer for birdie and hit a great first 
putt, missed it three feet to the right and had a three-footer, but that's about it. That was the 
closest to a bogey, having a chance for a three-putt, but besides that, everything else was 
pretty easy. 
 


