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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW   
January 27, 2021 
 
JON RAHM 
 
 
DOUG MILNE:  We'll go ahead and get started, like to welcome the 2017 Farmers 
Insurance Open winner and World No. 2, Jon Rahm.  
 
Jon, thanks for joining us for the next 15 minutes, we appreciate you stopping in.  You've 
had a chance to get out, see the course. Obviously this is a tournament near and dear to 
you in addition to the win, second last year. Just some thoughts on being back here this 
week. 
 
JON RAHM:  It's always a date that I have marked on the calendar. I love this week. It's a 
great city, spent a lot of time here in the city not on the golf course. Plus the great memories 
of getting that first win, the memories of we got engaged not too far away from here. Even 
though it was the first year, we thought my parents or some kind of family here. Looking 
forward to it, such a special place, hope I can keep up the good play I had in the past here.   
 
DOUG MILNE:  Coming in the week, we know you sustained an injury. If you can just give 
us a little injury report on how you're feeling.  
 
JON RAHM:  That was blown out of proportion like crazy. It was a little bit of a tweak in the 
gym, nothing much. I think it was more overdoing it in the winter, maybe not getting rest. And 
I could have played last week. I decided not to just because I didn't want to force it, I didn't 
want -- I just wanted to be 100 percent sure it was going to be fine for this week. It's a long 
year. I could have pushed it and played last week, but I didn't want to maybe sacrifice events 
in the future, so that's why I decided not to play. But I had no pain by Monday, it was just 
more about the fact that besides being cautious, I just wouldn't have been able to really be 
hitting balls and practice by maybe late Tuesday, Wednesday. Physically I'm feeling great, 
so nothing to worry about. It wasn't very serious. 
 
DOUG MILNE:  Well, that is good to know. We'll take a few questions. 
 
Q.  Jon, how much, if at all, will you be looking kind of with an eye towards June and 
the U.S. Open on the South Course as you play it this week? 
 
JON RAHM:  Very little. This golf course plays very different in summer. With the fairways 
being a little firmer, greens being a little bit firmer, you need to approach a very different 
strategy. Still a ball-striker's golf course, still got to play good, but I'm playing this week 
thinking about this week, not about June. 
 
Q.  Jon, next week they're going to have 5,000 fans per day. Your thoughts on that, 
and are there any concerns that Phoenix, instead of having 275,000 on the weekend 
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on Saturday, are going to have 5,000? 
 
JON RAHM:  It's going to feel like nothing, I can say that, based on the usual. 
 
Well, you know, we're all looking forward to having somebody out there. It's not an odd 
feeling, something I've gotten used to, to not having spectators, but it's just fun even when 
you have some events where there's some people surrounding the last few holes and you 
hear some noise, it's fun. We play for the fans as well as for us and we're entertainers, so 
when you have the feedback from the crowd, it's a lot more enjoyable. 
 
But all in good time, right? We're going to miss the usual atmosphere in Phoenix. It's a very 
unique event, it's a very fun event and everybody will be missed, but 5,000 is better than 
nothing. We hope we can start the year and hopefully start introducing fans and let's see 
how it goes.  
 
Q.  And Jon, do you remember the first time you played Torrey Pines, and was it love 
at first sight? 
 
JON RAHM:  Well, first time I played Torrey was I believe during the winter of 2016. I came 
here and it was not like Monday but a Monday-like day, blowing 20 and raining and we 
played it tipped out and I thought it was the most difficult golf course on the planet. I don't 
think we hit anything less than 6-iron into any green, it was absolutely ridiculous.  
 
But yeah, it was love at first sight. I mentioned it before, but this coastline, it's so similar to 
where I grew up, the cliffs and the look that you get overlooking the cliffs and the ocean. I 
get a great feel to being back home. I grew up on poa annua grass, so it's just somewhat 
nostalgic and I think that's one of the main reasons why I love it so much. 
 
Q.  Were there any unintended benefits to not playing last week as far as just more 
time to prepare, to rest or get new equipment dialed in or anything like that? 
 
JON RAHM:  No. I actually wanted to play last week to get rounds in with the Callaway stuff. 
The only tournament I played is in Hawaii where you have crazy lies, crazy winds and a bit 
of an unusual golf course, right? So if anything, not that it was a negative, but I was looking 
forward to playing a tournament where the greens are perfect, very similar conditions to 
what I practice in Scottsdale. What happens, happens. It is what it is. I'm not going to 
overthink it. We made a decision. Like I said, I could have played, but I decided not to. 
 
Q.  Jon, you mentioned that there's differences in the summer. Could you elaborate 
on how the course is different and specifically with the different grasses in the 
fairway, kikuyu and rye grass, how does that affect you? 
 
JON RAHM:  It's the setup, right? We did see it in 2008 how firm it was, so the ball's going 
to run out on the fairway a little bit, which is going to make those fairways play a lot 
narrower. The greens being firm, you need to be a lot more precise to the small areas of the 
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green already. The rough is probably thicker than we have right now, so it will be more 
imperative to keep it on the fairway, and then from the fairway you're going to have to be a 
lot more precise.  
 
It's a challenging golf course and it's going to be that much more challenging and you're 
going to have to be that much more precise on everything. Plus the fact that we're on poa 
annua greens, towards the afternoon the traffic on the greens are going to get bumpy, 
they're going to be fast. You know, there's going to be a challenge in that sense and I think 
it's going to play very different to what we have right now because we have tees like the one 
on 15 that we're not playing this week, I don't think we are, that we might play in June. Some 
of the par 3s with the -- sorry, the wind that time of year might be a little bit different, the 
temperature being hotter, the ball's going further, so it's just going to play very different. Not 
so much the type of grass or what's going on, but just simply the firmness of the golf course, 
it's going to make it so much more difficult. 
 
Q.  And a quick follow-up to that, is it almost a disadvantage then to be playing this 
week and think that you can understand the course and it's a completely different 
course in June? 
 
JON RAHM:  I think Tiger proved that having some experience around here works out. If 
anything, just being familiar with the golf course, right? You know certain breaks, you know 
the spots of where to miss are probably going to be the same. I don't know if they're going to 
shave the back of 14 or shave certain areas like they did in the U.S. Open, that may change 
it a little bit. I know they shaved left rough on 3, so certain things might change a little bit 
slightly, but the miss is going to be pretty much the same for the most part. They've already 
shaved the rough on 13, so that's going to play the same; if you miss it short, it's coming 
down 50 yards.  
 
I think the experience on the golf course is always going to help, and if it's not playing the 
same, just the familiarity of it, just being able to see the lines off the tee and shots into the 
green is always going to help.  
 
Q.  Jon, do you think that the changes that were made before last year made much of 
an impact on the play last year and do you think that they'll have much impact on the 
U.S. Open? 
 
JON RAHM:  Well, they moved a couple bunkers and put them more in play, right? The right 
bunker on 1 used to be not easily flyable, but if you could hit it a certain distance, you could 
fly it and that makes it a lot easier. Now you have two bunkers in play. They just I think 
moved the bunkers around to where it plays more like it used to play, like the way it's 
supposed to. Bunkers are in play and framing the hole very well.  I can't remember that 
many of the changes, I think. They added those bunkers on 13. 
 
Q.  No. 10 has a bunker that's -- 
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JON RAHM:  Yeah, 10's longer. They made a couple holes longer. I haven't played 15 from 
the back, so I don't know. It's already a hard hole from where we play from, so it's going to 
be even more difficult.  
 
No. 10, yeah, they made it a little bit longer. Used to be that right bunker was in a bad spot 
and the left one was flyable if you hit a good one, so now you've got to pick and choose, 
right? It just made it like where the bunkers I think are better placed off the tee, so you have 
to make a decision whether you want to attack it or not, and certain lines. Same on 12, I 
mean, they moved the bunkers to where they're more in play now, so if anything, they made 
it a little bit more difficult. 
 
Q.  As major venues go, what would you most compare Torrey Pines to? 
 
JON RAHM:  Tough to tell, tough to tell because it's a little bit different to what we play 
throughout the year. It's got a Pebble feel because you're on the coastline and you've got 
that cold breeze and the greens are poa annua as well, right, and react similarly, but then 
the fairways and the rough are different. I wouldn't know what to tell you. I might not have 
enough major experience or I haven't played enough golf courses to be able to tell you 
which one it's closest to. I think it's just unique in its own right. 
 
Q.  Right before the tournament this week, what do you think -- how big of a 
difference between playing the South Course and -- 
 
JON RAHM:  Well, I have to say tipped out? From the tips. 
 
Q.  (Unintelligible.)  
 
JON RAHM:  Well, big difference what type of player. There's a big difference between 
South and North. I think they will score much better on the North golf course. South a couple 
shots are very tricky. If we get a windy day, a 10 handicap will do good to break 90, 
honestly.  
 
If it's a windy day, a 10 handicap, because my dad's a 10 handicap and I hope he hears this, 
and you would probably agree, he would have a hard time breaking 90 even in normal 
conditions on a really challenging golf course.  
 
(Technical difficulties.)   
 
Q.  (No microphone.)  
 
JON RAHM:  I can't hear you. What's going on?  I can't hear. If you guys can understand, 
tell me, because I can't understand what he's saying. 
 
DOUG MILNE:  Adam, we're having some audio difficulties with your microphone. 
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Q.  (No microphone.)   
 
JON RAHM:  I just, I'm sorry, I can't hear what he's saying. Is there a chat where he can 
send a question to someone? 
 
DOUG MILNE:  Looks like one more. Adam, type your question in please real quick. Sorry, 
Jon.  He just wants to know how big a difference this week -- yeah, I think we kind of 
covered this, how big of a difference this week versus June for the U.S. Open. 
 
JON RAHM:  To be honest, I don't know because I haven't played a U.S. Open here. Like I 
said, having fairways running out a little bit more, making them narrower and then the 
greens being firmer. The areas like back right on 1, back right on 2, you just have to hit really 
precise shots on the golf course. It's a ball-striker's golf course and there's no letdown, every 
shot is really, really important.  
 
DOUG MILNE:  What's the most memorable thing that you've heard at TPC Scottsdale in 
light of coming up next week, any humorous anecdotes or anything you've heard, noted or 
seen for that matter at 16 Scottsdale?  
 
JON RAHM:  I can say I've heard and seen things I probably can't talk about (Laughs.) 
Definitely heard a lot of things I can't say, seen a couple things I probably can't say. There's 
been a bit of everything, right?  
 
I think one of the most fun moments is when you get to that 16th hole and that whole crew 
close to the left of the tee, I think they're from Minnesota because they usually have biking 
stuff, and they basically research your whole life and they get chants based on anything they 
can find about you.  
 
So my first time there they were chanting about Adam, about Kelly, things for me back 
home. It's just really cool that somebody goes out there in that group of people making that 
much of an effort studying every single player just to come up with something to make it fun. 
It's one of the great things about that golf course. All those people will be missed. The 16th 
atmosphere will be a lot smaller, so we're going to miss it. 
 
DOUG MILNE:  Well, we will leave it at that. We apologize for the audio difficulties and wish 
you the best of luck this week. Thanks for your time. 
 
JON RAHM:  Thank you very much. 
 


