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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW  
January 23, 2021 
 
DARREN CLARKE  ( -21) 
 
 
Q.  Darren, congratulations on the win. Just incredible back nine, and your putter 
really came through for you. Just talk about your putting on the back nine.  
 
DARREN CLARKE:  It did. I had lots of chances on the front side as well. Same as 
yesterday, I missed everything on the front side. I guess I don't read them too good on the 
front side. But I stayed patient, stayed patient and then played really nice, gave myself lots 
of chances, started holing a couple of putts. Then got a little bit lucky on 15, hit a great drive 
down the middle of the fairway into a divot there and the ball just squirted right into the trap, 
but holed a really good -- that was a huge putt to hole to get up and down there, that par 
save. Then a couple of good shots and that huge bonus on 17. 
 
One of those things, when you get yourself in there, I've been out on this tour long enough 
now to know that you've got to keep on going. You can't -- there's no unassailable lead 
because the guys make birdies, you saw that today. That's just the way it is. You have to 
play well and you have to stay aggressive and I was able to do that today. 
 
Q.  To that point, Retief was making birdies ahead of you --  
 
DARREN CLARKE:  Yeah, yeah. 
 
Q.  -- and you just kept inching forward. How aware of what Retief -- 
 
DARREN CLARKE:  Yeah, I could see everything Goose was doing, so every time he was 
making a birdie, I was having to try and follow him, make another birdie right on top of him 
playing behind him. But that's brilliant, that's why we play the game. We play for the 
competition, we play to put ourselves in position that we want to win, that's why we want to 
do it. 
 
Q.  What does this win in particular mean to you? It's our Tournament of Champions 
and you just -- 
 
DARREN CLARKE:  Yeah, I know, it's amazing. Whenever I won in Boca, I liked the feeling 
of the win in Boca and then to win here, I like it even more, winning here as well. It's great to, 
A, get into the event and then come along and play as nicely as I did to actually win. To get 
in the winner's circle, you go to a different category, and then winning this one is a different 
category again. I feel home on the Champions Tour and that's the most special things. 
 
Q.  Can you tell us a little more about the putt on 17? 
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DARREN CLARKE:  What, that I tried to lag it up there and it just went in? (Laughs.) It's one 
of those ones, I hit so many good putts that just lipped out and didn't quite go in today and 
the one on 17, you can't say that you're going to hole that, you just try to hit as good a putt 
as I possibly could in those circumstances because I know Goose just birdied 17 as well. So 
I hit a good putt and it went in. That's maybe, I don't know, one in 40, whatever it was, but it 
went in. 
 
Q.  How long would you say that putt was? 
 
DARREN CLARKE:  I've got no -- I don't care. It was the right length. 
 
Q.  On 15, how long was that putt? 
 
DARREN CLARKE:  Fifteen was I guess about 10 feet. It was a really big one to keep 
momentum going. 
 
Q.  How much momentum do you have right now? 
 
DARREN CLARKE:  Well, you tell me, I don't know. I just want to play. I know we may have 
an issue with -- at the moment with immigration and going back to the Bahamas now on 
Monday and it depends on coronavirus, what the U.S. are going to do. So hopefully, I know 
the PGA TOUR and everybody on the Tour are working diligently to try and see what can be 
done, but hopefully they'll come to a very good resolution because they've been very good to 
us so far. I just can't wait to get back out and play again. 
 
Q.  Is there anything in your game that you can pinpoint as to why you've been -- 
 
DARREN CLARKE:  I drove the ball really well this week. I got the new SIM 2 driver from 
TaylorMade. Adrian Rietveld sent me some and I spent a long -- not the longest, but long 
and very straight, so my driving's been good. If you drive it well around here and the 
distance I've been hitting it, I've been leaving myself a lot of short irons and managed to 
make the most of that this week. Obviously I've putted very nicely as well, but if you drive it 
long and straight, you're going to have shorter irons in and that's what I was able to do this 
week. 
 


