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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
January 21, 2021 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN  ( -10) 
 
 
Q.  Retief, great round today. What was the key to getting it going and then keeping it 
going? 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  I say the putter. You shoot 10 under, you make everything and that's 
what happened today. I saw the greens yesterday in the pro-am, I made nine birdies and 
today I made 10 birdies. So I'm seeing the lines very well on the greens at the moment and 
the putter's working.  The golf swing itself is a little raw, I must say I'm not striking it that 
good off the tee especially, but the fairways are wide here so you can get away with some 
bad drives. But I hit a lot of good iron shots in close. These greens aren't easy to get close 
as firm as they are. 
 
Q.  Last year you closed with a 64, opened with a 62. Have you found something with 
this golf course or is it just a matter of putting together two really good rounds? 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  Yeah, I mean, as I say, I'm putting really well. I put an old putter back in 
the bag that I used a few years ago and it's working out very nicely, and got some new irons 
and new Callaway woods in the bag. Everything's new in the bag so it's all working out very 
nicely at the moment. 
 
Q.  What inspired the change to the old putter that you used years ago? 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  I played a couple of rounds last week back in Orlando and I wasn't 
putting very well. I had like four putters on the putting green, just going through things, and 
then I pulled this one out. Oh, that fits quite nice, maybe it's time to put it back in the bag. 
Yeah, it came out since I got here. And I love the greens, the greens are rolling so good. If 
you start it online, you make it. 
 
Q.  What inspired like all the new clubs? Just new year? 
 
RETIEF GOOSEN:  You know, Callaway, they always bring out the best stuff early in the 
year. Just about every player in the field has moved to the new Epic Callaway driver, and it's 
feeling great. They sent me a couple heads last week back in Orlando and I hit it and it went 
straight in the bag. At the end of the day you've still got to make a good golf swing. Today I 
made a few poor golf swings off the tee but got away with it, so work on that a bit tomorrow 
morning and get it going hopefully tomorrow. 
 
Q.  How about the last two bunker shots on 17 and the fairway bunker shot on 18, 
both were pretty good. 
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RETIEF GOOSEN:  Yeah, I hit a good shot on 17, it just got up into the wind. Suddenly we 
had a wind change there in the last 20 minutes. And 18 I hit a very poor 3-wood off the tee 
right on the heel of the club, went nowhere. But I hit a good little chippy 9 out of the bunker, 
the ball wasn't lying very well. Going into that wind's not easy to get the right distance. It 
would have been nice to make the putt, that would have been my lowest round as a 
professional. I shot 10 under quite a few times, but never gone lower than that in a round. 
 


