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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
January 21, 2021 
 
DARREN CLARKE  ( -9) 
 
 
Q.  Great playing. You hit 18 greens and you finish at 9 under. It's hard to feel much 
better about a round than that, I imagine. 
 
DARREN CLARKE:  Yeah, I know, I played nicely all day and holed a couple of long putts. 
And DT, he played nicely as well. A couple bad breaks, but he played nicely and it was a 
good day out there. 
 
Q.  And on 18, a poor drive but a great second shot. 
 
DARREN CLARKE:  No, I bombed the drive, I just pulled it a little. Absolutely hammered it. 
Left myself 62 yards to the flag out of the bunker, which is not what you want under any 
circumstance. Give me another 50 balls and we'll get it as close as that. So it was nice to hit 
that shot and roll it in there from four feet for birdie. 
 
Q.  Were you working on anything in the offseason to set you up for a round like this?  
 
DARREN CLARKE:  Yeah, you know you, there's a group of us down at Abaco. After Boca I 
went straight to Abaco because my visa ran out, that's why I couldn't play Phoenix. So I went 
straight to Abaco, and there's a group of us called the GFY Group and we play. It's our little 
group, the six of us. We play all the time. So I practiced all the time, and they show me no 
mercy at all. They give me as much grief as I give them and getting shots and stuff. So it's 
competitive golf for me there. Some of them are mid handicappers and all that sort of stuff, 
but we give shots accordingly. I usually give them way too many, but they won't say that. It's 
competitive all the time. I was very fortunate in those scenarios in the pandemic to be able to 
go down to the Abaco Club, down to home down there in Bahamas and be able to practice 
and play every day and that's what I was doing. 
 
Q.  And momentum's a funny thing, it's been a couple months since your win, but this 
is your first start since then, so you've still got those good vibes? 
 
DARREN CLARKE:  Well, I played nicely again today. I don't know how I'm going to play 
the next couple of days, but it's nice to open the season on the Champions Tour with 63. 
Anytime you shoot 63 it's good, but to do it at the start of the year is especially nice. 
 
Q.  Do you feel like a little weight was lifted off your shoulders once you got in the 
winner's circle? 
 
DARREN CLARKE:  Yeah, a little bit. That's why I come out here, I didn't come out here just 
to make up the numbers. I'm a competitor and I wanted to play well and I wanted to try and 
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win. And it took me a while to get there, but you know, quite a few of the players out here 
gave me messages from everybody after I did win and that's how close we are out here. You 
know, it became very obvious -- it was very obvious before I joined the Tour about how good 
they play and then even more obvious after I joined how good they play. You've got to play 
unbelievably well to win a tournament out here. I played really, really well in Boca and, as 
you say, it was a nice thing to actually break through and get my first win. Hopefully I'll be 
able to manage a few more. 
 


