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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
January 20, 2021 
 
ERNIE ELS 
 
 
Q.  Ernie, welcome back to Hualalai. What are your feelings as we start to look 
forward to 2021? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Feelings are great. Always great to be back at Hualalai. Played here obviously 
for the first time last year, had a ball, couldn't wait to get back. So we're very privileged to be 
here, and to have Mitsubishi Electric sponsor it and all the other people, we're really glad to 
play. 
 
Q.  So you were, you know, in the playoff last year. So coming back, I'm wondering, 
does someone who's played as long as you, won as much as you have, is that 
something that plays in at all to your approach, or do you think about that coming 
back, how close you were to winning your first time and does it change anything? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  You know what, in my experience coming to the islands, you know, I've always 
had a good feeling coming here. When I step off the airplane -- back in the day I think I 
played here for the first time at the Sony in '99, I played the Grand Slam in '94 at Kauai. 
Every time I come here I just feel like I want to play, you know, and this is no different. I look 
at it as I just want to enjoy myself. The birdies, hopefully they fall. If they don't, it's still a good 
time to be here. 
 
Q.  How's the course running? What's going to be the most important thing this week, 
do you think? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Well, I think the wind's always a factor and right now it's dead calm. Last year 
over the weekend we had -- probably had a two-club wind and that really sets the players 
apart a little bit. The greens are really firm this year, firmer than last year and a little bit more 
speed, so that will also make a little bit of a difference. The course is a little different, but it all 
depends on the trades. If they blow, you've got to kind of go accordingly. So we'll see what 
that throws at us but I think the players are ready to go. The course is in unbelievable shape. 
 
Q.  Leading up to everything, obviously with all the COVID protocols, I'm sure it's very 
different. When you're actually out on the course, is it any different playing now 
during the middle of a pandemic than it has been in the past, no fans, that kind of 
thing? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  We had some fans last year. Obviously you don't get thousands out there, you 
get the members and some visitors. It's going to be a little bit different this year, might be 
even more quiet obviously. Other events we've played on the mainland, that's been quite 
significantly different because of no people, but we've gotten used to that. For the most part, 
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the golf doesn't change. It might be a little bit more quiet and so forth. I think people that 
really feed off the crowd, like some of the guys, the real character guys, they might feel very 
different, but to me whether there's people or not, I'm kind of a little bit more of a quiet guy, it 
doesn't really affect me that much. But it's a bit more quiet and a little bit different. 
 
Q.  Anything you did this offseason or worked on during the offseason to get ready? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, I've been trying some different driver shafts. I saw Vijay with some 
driver shafts, I see Freddie's got a new shaft in there. We're all trying to find something. 
 
Just been trying to play golf and kind of stay active through the offseason. I was in Florida 
most of the time, so played a lot of golf with my friends at the club and just to keep it going, 
but nothing drastic. Just trying to find a couple more yards here and there like everybody. 
 


