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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
December 3, 2020      
 
GERINA PILLER 
 
  
Q.  All right, you're all cozied up here in the heat now, but just what a day for you 
being able to finish under par. How are you feeling after the first competitive round 
today? 
 
GERINA PILLER:  I feel really good. It was really tough out there and just really proud of 
myself for just trusting my game. I've been really trying to work on, you know, not guiding it 
and playing to play great and not playing to not play well. You know, just was hitting it good. 
Made some great putts the first couple holes and had some good par saves as well. That's 
what you've got to do out there because it's definitely not easy.  
 
And the course is in amazing shape, they did an awesome job. Yeah, it was hard. I'm tired. 
 
Q.  You came out to a fantastic start with those three birdies right away. What were 
you feeling on those three holes to get off to such a great start? 
 
GERINA PILLER:  I hit a good drive on 1 and I hit it in the bunker. You know, I haven't had 
the best of years, so it was very easy for me to be like, here we go again, but I didn't allow 
myself to do that. I could still get it on the green and I hit it just on the front of the green and I 
putted in from the fringe. That's always a bonus, right?  
 
You know, par 5, hit it up there to about three feet and made that putt, so that's nice. Then I 
made another one off the green on 3. You've just kind of got to get those when you can and 
just run with it and just try to keep hitting good shots and keep it in the fairway. Just because 
a day like this, you just never know, it's playing so tough in the wind and the cold. I love 
playing when it's tough because it makes me focus more and just kind of the cream rises to 
the top. 
 
Q.  And this is definitely playing different than the way it played even last year or 
anytime we've played it here before. How important is it, especially when you had that 
back nine, those string of pars, is it to save those pars and be able to keep consistent 
as you close out the round? 
 
GERINA PILLER:  Yeah, I mean, like No. 12, I don't think we've ever hit -- I think today hit 
driver, 4-iron. I think I hit 3-wood, wedge in the past. And these greens aren't really made for 
long irons, they're pretty small greens and it's definitely a second-shot golf course. It's not a 
walk in the park off the tee, either. If you can just try to hit greens, which is pretty difficult with 
the wind and the cold and hitting 4-irons and 5-irons. I think that last shot on 18 was 
probably a top-5 iron of my life, that and the 4-iron on 12 just because it was tough. You've 
just got to keep plugging along and making pars. 
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Q.  I saw that final one on 18. How far were you from the pin? I couldn't exactly see. 
 
GERINA PILLER:  I was a good ways. I was probably 18, 20 feet, but at first you kind of 
want to just play -- it's easy to play defensive when it's a day like this. You want to play 
aggressive-defensive and smart. Smart-aggressive, I should say, not even defensive.  
 
Part of me wanted to just hit the middle of the green and I'm like, you know what, the greens 
are holding. I hit that great shot on 12 with that 4-iron and it was the same type of shot but 
with just a 5-iron and executed it well. Been working really hard on just trusting the game 
that I have, just really being okay with the result wherever I hit it. Really proud of myself for 
that. 
 
Q.  Was it yesterday maybe that gave you a little bit of extra practice gearing up for 
today with that charity challenge? What was that like for you? 
 
GERINA PILLER:  Yesterday I don't feel like I played as well in that charity challenge. I think 
I left Stacy hanging a couple times, but that's what partners are for, right?  
 
No, just after the round yesterday I got to talk with my mental coach, my golf coach and just 
been really trying to work on that mental side, because I don't think it's a physical ability at 
this point, it's definitely mental. So I just -- I'm really proud about the way I finished today. 
 
Q.  Who's your mental coach? 
 
GERINA PILLER:  His name's Bhrett McCabe. 
 
Q.  Is he here in Texas? 
 
GERINA PILLER:  No, he's in Birmingham. I just started working with him actually the week 
of Georgia, so fairly new. He's been a huge attribute to my team. Attribute, that's probably 
not the right word. 
 
Q.  I get it. 
 
GERINA PILLER:  Okay, yeah. And then my swing coach, I started working with him last 
December, so we're coming up on a year and just really try to stick to the process. I've 
always said if you can take care of the process, the results will take care of themselves. 
 


