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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
December 2, 2020      
 
SO YEON RYU 
 
  
MODERATOR:  Hello, everyone. Welcome to our second day of pretournament press 
conferences here at the Volunteers of America Classic. This Wednesday afternoon making 
her first appearance on the LPGA Tour since quarantining in her native country of Republic 
of Korea, So Yeon Ryo.  
 
So Yeon, welcome back, first of all. 
 
SO YEON RYU:  Thank you very much. 
 
MODERATOR:  How has it been just being back in the United States?  
 
SO YEON RYU:  Oh, I'm glad to be back. I was in Korea for nine months and if I look back, 
it just felt like nine weeks, but I had a really great time with my family and friends. I played a 
few tournaments in Korea. I had some good result and bad result, but I feel like that nine 
months was kind of vacation for me. I've been professional golfer for 13 years and then I 
think that was very long and nice break. Then I totally ready to play LPGA again. It's so good 
to see all of my LPGA family out there. 
 
MODERATOR:  Continuing on with questions, so what did you do when you first came back 
to the United States? Was there anything in particular that you really wanted to do?  
 
SO YEON RYU:  I really craved the Chipotle, so I went to the chicken bowl. I went to see my 
coach, I went to see my trainer as well.  
 
Then, well, a lot of cleaning. I wasn't home for nine months, a lot of dead bugs around all 
over my living room and my bedroom as well. So I feel like for two days I just clean up 
everything. And then my vacuum didn't work, so I had to do everything just as old fashioned 
way. That was a struggle, but I feel like I did some pretty good work out before I come to 
play. 
 
MODERATOR:  How are you with bugs? Do you get scared?  
 
SO YEON RYU:  Yeah, I had glove on, I had mask on, I was just like fully covered. Well, 
maybe my biggest fear is insect, so that was not really good experience. I don't want to 
leave my house for nine months ever again. 
 
MODERATOR:  Oh, my goodness. Well, hopefully now they're all gone. 
 
SO YEON RYU:  Yes. 



 

                                                                             Tee-Scripts.com 
 

2 

 
MODERATOR:  You mentioned Korea and playing in Korea. You played in six KLPGA 
tournaments and you won the Kia Motors Korea Women's Open. First of all, congratulations. 
 
SO YEON RYU:  Thank you very much. 
 
MODERATOR:  How was that experience to get to play professionally when maybe some 
other players during quarantine couldn't play?  
 
SO YEON RYU:  Well, that was really weird feeling because KLPGA has already started in 
April and LPGA had still not started yet, so I just decided to stay in Korea a little longer. Then 
I felt like I was better to play some of the events to not losing a feeling, so I decided to play 
the Korea Women's Open and then I started to practice again.  
 
But to be honest, practice facilities not same as America in Korea, so I was definitely a bit 
struggle. But I found a coach who was able to co-working with my coach, who is Cameron 
McCormick in the U.S., so they did a lot of email like back and forth talking about my swing 
and discuss my swing. So I felt really thankful to have two coaches in America and in Korea 
as well.  
 
I was feel really weird to going to play KLPGA Tour as sort of like a guest because 
everybody seeing me as like just LPGA player instead of just one of Korean player. So I felt 
like I was not part of the KLPGA, so that was one of the weird feeling. 
 
Before I joined the LPGA Tour, I played four years on the KLPGA Tour, but I haven't won 
any of the major yet. I always dream about to win the major in Korea and I always thought it 
would be really good to win the Korea Women's Open. Then I finally had a chance to play, 
had a chance to win the major, so day before final round I was really nervous, I didn't really 
sleep well. I felt like I never won before, so that was totally new experience.  
 
But I was able to go through really well and I won, so many people just been so happy for 
me and I was so happy. Then I felt like I was really ready to play any of the major 
tournaments, so I was really wishing to play LPGA as soon as possible. But somehow I just 
stayed a little longer in Korea. It took me probably five more months to come back since I 
won Korea Women's Open. I hope I can play well enough to survive on the LPGA for the 
next three events. 
 
MODERATOR:  Well, thank you for that. We also loved hearing about how you donated 
your proceeds. Just before we move off to a different topic, what made you want to do that 
and donate your proceeds?  
 
SO YEON RYU:  First before, like I said, I was so nervous so I just prayed quite a lot. Then 
all of a sudden I just had this feeling if I'm going to win, I wanted to donate like all of my prize 
money. I felt like that tournament I played was just bonus because like we mentioned about 
it, like LPGA was not started yet but KLPGA was started. That was the reason why I was 
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able to play the tournament. So for me that was really a bonus tournament, so I really 
wanted to giving back to society and I really wanted to let people know we are not only 
playing golf, we are always thinking about all the society and that we always willing to help 
the people out. So I was able to achieve my goal.  
 
Q.  Welcome back. 
 
SO YEON RYU:  Thank you, Beth. Glad to hear your voice. 
 
Q.  Likewise. Can you just kind of take us through your decision -- you missed a few 
of the majors -- for why you decided not to come back for the earlier majors and then 
why now? 
 
SO YEON RYU:  To be honest, I think the tournament I won in Korea just made everything a 
bit different because, well, winning a -- well, winning Korea Women's Open was always my 
dream and then it shifted and then actually it made me really relieved. I almost like satisfied 
with my 2020 season after I won the tournament.  
 
I've been professional golfer for 13 years and then I know I -- well, everybody having a good 
time and bad time and so did I, so I felt like that was a time I was able to having a long 
break. So I was planning to come back for ANA and I felt like, well, this is the only time 
maybe I am able to having a long break, so I just decided to take a little longer break.  
 
Then I was focused on my physical training a little bit more than practice golf. When I first 
came back to Korea, that was in March and I didn't really know -- I couldn't also really 
remember about how the spring like in Korea. It was so good to feel like how my country's 
spring looks like. I really wanted to just feel all of the four seasons, so I stayed in Korea for 
nine months and literally spent my whole time with my family and friends. Now I spend whole 
time in Korea and then I felt full of four seasons, so I was like okay, by the time when I'm 
playing in Texas, I'm going to be ready to play on the LPGA Tour again. 
 
It's fully just wanted to have a break, that's why I stayed in Korea a little longer, so nothing 
else. 
 
Q.  Did you take up any new hobbies or do anything? I know it's difficult with it being 
COVID-19 and everything, but anything that you've always wanted to do that you were 
able to do during that time off? 
 
SO YEON RYU:  Well, like you said, because of COVID, I couldn't really do many things, but 
maybe my new hobby was just having a breakfast with my parents every morning. I know it 
sounds a bit weird, because I didn't really spend much time with my family for last nine 
years, eight years while I stayed in the U.S. Wake up at 7:00 and then having a breakfast 
with them at 8:30, that was my routine. That was one of my favorite time for last nine 
months. 
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Then I still did some Pilates and a lot of cooking. I wish I was able to learn how to bake, but I 
was so lazy to do it. Ended up I didn't do much stuff, just sometimes practice, go out to play.  
 
But I was able to play many Korean golf courses, like it really sounds funny because I grew 
up in Korea, but I didn't play many of the Korean golf courses in Korea, so I think I played at 
least 15 different golf courses while I stayed in Korea. Maybe finding -- I mean discovered a 
new golf course in Korea and having a breakfast in Korea were my new hobbies.  
 
Q.  The Women's Open is coming up. It has been nine years and change since you 
won it. 
 
SO YEON RYU:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  Thinking back that far, how did that change your life and what was your reaction 
immediately after winning the Women's Open and having your life change that way? 
 
SO YEON RYU:  First of all, I cannot believe it's already nine years ago and that it's nearly 
10 years ago. Well, actually I turned 30 this year so I feel quite old right now. But like you 
said, U.S. Women's Open was maybe one of my biggest turning point of my life. Even 
before I won the U.S. Women's Open I was always dream about playing on the LPGA Tour, 
but I always had a fear about playing the Q-School because, well, you know, like everybody 
knows how tough to qualify through Q-School. So I was so afraid like what if I'm going to fail, 
what if I'm going to fail and what if I'm going to have no chance to play on the LPGA.  
 
But luckily I won the U.S. Women's Open and then that made me join the LPGA Tour right 
away and I started to live in the U.S. and whole life is just changing. I grew up in Korea and I 
never lived in the country where speaks English, so I had to learn how to speak English, I 
have to learn how to adapt to American culture, I needed to learn how to travel. So 
everything was very new, but I just can't really see myself without playing on the LPGA Tour.  
 
Also, I think if I couldn't join the LPGA Tour, I think right now maybe possibly I'm not playing 
golf as well, so I was very fortunate to win 2011 U.S. Women's Open and hopefully I am able 
to hold that trophy once again. 
 
Q.  What was the experience like, say, the next few months or the start of the next 
year when you came back on tour and you were being recognized as the Women's 
Open champion? Was that an adjustment for you to get used to dealing with all that 
and again being in a foreign country and all that goes with it? 
 
SO YEON RYU:  You mean like how I feel to being past champion of U.S. Women's Open? 
 
Q.  Well, being -- say the spring of 2012 when you came back and you're the 
defending champion and you're being introduced everywhere as the Women's Open 
champion, what was it like dealing with all that? 
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SO YEON RYU:  Oh, I guess I think as a rookie one of the toughest thing is everything's 
new. Like, for example, like I grew up in -- well, when I grew up I always watch like Se Ri 
Pak, Grace Park on TV. Not only Korean players, Paula Creamer, Morgan Pressel.  
 
When I joined the Tour, I just played golf with them, I just paired with them, so I was so 
nervous about it. But good thing, like you mentioned about it, because I won one of the 
biggest majors, they already knew my name. Even before I approached to them, they were 
always coming to me to say hi first and then they congrats me, so that made me feel more 
comfortable to start talk with them. Then I think that was definitely -- for me it was more 
easier to make friends on the tour. 
 
So I think having a major win under my belt definitely made me everything a bit easier to get 
used to play on the LPGA Tour.  
 
MODERATOR:  I have a question on that note of friends. How is it seeing your friends again 
and are there some players who aren't back this week, but how has that been? Have you 
been texting those friends who aren't here and how's the love been like?  
 
SO YEON RYU:  Actually, maybe that was one of the like biggest excitement before I come 
to this tournament because I knew I was going to see many of the friends I have made. So 
I'm so glad to see many of the faces.  Like you mentioned, some of my really good friends 
not here this week so I cannot wait to see them next week as well.  
 
One thing is because I haven't spoken English for nine months, I so struggle to speak 
English, but I think it's going to come back slowly. Actually, before I start the interview, I was 
so worried about this interview, too, because I didn't know how I was going to do in this 
interview in English. But I guess once I see them, everything will start again, and then once 
they give me some of the bad joke or good joke, I'll be relaxed and then feel comfortable to 
speak in English again with them, I guess. 
 
MODERATOR:  Well, we think your English is great. Even people who speak English 
sometimes struggle with it.  
 
I actually have a question about your caddie. Did you get to meet your -- is your 
caddie -- has he been with you throughout or how's that been like?  
 
SO YEON RYU:  So I played two tournaments in Korea in July and he was going to caddie 
for me in July. Well, actually, he came to Korea, so he did a two-week quarantine and he 
was going to caddie for me two events. Then KLPGA canceled one of the events, so he only 
caddied for me one week and then he left again. I felt really sorry for him. 
 
But when I play in Korea I had two different caddies. They were great caddies, they were 
really, really great company on the golf course. Mikey is actually really my actual caddie and 
that I really rely on him a lot, so I'm really glad to have him back. He has been wonderful 
company and he has been wonderful caddie. He just like an uncle. Well, maybe I better say 
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brother instead of uncle. So good to see him back.  We still have lot of thing to catch up. 
This is my day three to seeing him, so cannot wait to start to play again tomorrow with him.  
 
Q.  Just two more. How long have you had a home in Texas? 
 
SO YEON RYU:  I arrived here on Monday last week, so about 10 days. So I live about 40 
minutes away from here. I think it's really good to have my first tournament back and then I 
am able to stay in my home. 
 
MODERATOR:  Sorry, we couldn't hear you that well. Was the question how long have you 
lived in Texas? 
 
SO YEON RYU:  Oh, how long. Since 2016 May. 
 
Q.  Thank you. Yeah, I was curious if you have ever been to Champions. Did you go 
early to look at it before this tournament? 
 
SO YEON RYU:  No, I haven't. I wish I was able to go there because we are going to play 
two courses, which is very unique situation. I heard that two courses have two different 
characters. I wish I was able to play, but I never played. Mikey went to see the courses last 
week, so I know he's doing his job really great. As long as I have him, I think I'm going to be 
okay. 
 
Q.  I agree. One last thing, can you just give us a little insight into the competition on 
the KLPGA and the caliber of play that you competed again? How did you find it? 
 
SO YEON RYU:  Well, I feel like LPGA have more strict rule to attend a tournament. Like we 
do like COVID test and temperature check and everything and KLPGA only checked the 
temperature check.  
 
Well, actually, to play KLPGA events had a lot of pressure on me because so many of the 
time like Korean ask me the question like do you think KLPGA players play better than 
LPGA or like LPGA players playing better than KLPGA.  
 
I always said LPGA and KLPGA is not -- I don't think they were rival, like we were just two 
different tour. I always believed that because a lot of the Korean players dominated on the 
LPGA, that's why more Korean companies willing to support the KLPGA events. And then 
because KLPGA events -- I mean KLPGA is such a strong tour and then they were able to 
having a lot of experience and then playing well and then train well to come to LPGA for 
playing well, so I think both tours should always like work together.  
 
So that was so weird to playing KLPGA Tour because people literally seeing me as just 
going to judge like which tour is better tour. So when I play really bad, like people started to 
say, oh, maybe KLPGA Tour is tougher to compete in. So I almost feel like I had -- well, 
nobody told me that, but I just kind of feel like I should play well to represent the LPGA Tour 
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well as well. So that was one of the biggest challenges for me when I played the KLPGA 
event. 
 
Like I said, like courses a little different and the players, like playing style is a little different, 
too. I'm not going to say which Tour is better tour, but I know both tour is wonderful and I 
hope the KLPGA and LPGA could work together to make something fun for the future as 
well. 
 
Q.  You mean like an event? 
 
SO YEON RYU:  Yeah, because a lot -- well, because like Solheim is such a fun tournament 
to watch. Even though I'm not one of the competitor, I'm always like watching that on TV. 
Then even though I don't even know which team I'm rooting for, it's just such an exciting 
event.  
 
So I think if we going to make something, some kind of team events, I think it's going to be 
really fun. I don't know what format going to be, but team events is always so much fun, so 
I'm looking forward to seeing that happen.   
 
MODERATOR:  Thank you for that answer actually. And Beth Ann, I think that goes off of 
what Stacy Lewis said earlier about bringing more people, viewers to watch the game of golf 
and just bringing more fun events would be nice. 
 
SO YEON RYU:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  If no one has any other questions, I have one to end on. In keeping with 
your high spirits, what are you most looking forward to this week? How is the course playing 
and what are you looking forward to doing out there this week?  
 
SO YEON RYU:  Even though I played a few of the tournaments in Korea, I feel like I 
haven't played at all. It's just totally -- I thought it was going to be totally new feeling, but as 
soon as I start to practice on Monday, as soon as I started to do some practice, everything 
was just same as what I used to do.  
 
But I never played this golf course before. I didn't play this tournament for last two years, so 
this is very new course for me. Even the Koreans really big because they have like a lot of 
tiers, you have to have really good ball-striking skill, I guess. It's going to be really windy, so 
I guess short game is really important, too. I actually haven't played with this type of grass 
for long time, so right now I just practice quite a lot of short game to get used to this type of 
grass. So I hope I'm going to bring out my A-game out and then I'm going to enjoy as much 
as I can. 
 
MODERATOR:  All right. Well, if no one else has any questions, that was the last for me, 
then we can let So Yeon go. Okay.  
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So Yeon, thank you so much. Welcome back and good luck this week. 
 
SO YEON RYU:  Thank you very much. 
 


