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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
December 2, 2020      
 
STACY LEWIS 
 
  
MODERATOR:  Hi, everyone. Welcome to your second day of pretournament press 
conferences here at the Volunteers of America Classic. This Wednesday afternoon we're 
joined by none other than Texan herself, Stacy Lewis.   
 
Stacy, to start, how was your Thanksgiving and what'd you do, who did you spend it with 
and was baby Chesnee all over the place?  
 
STACY LEWIS:  She was. We had kind of a late birthday party for her and we had a big 
bounce house and a slide.  We saw my husband's family for a little bit. So we got just got 
away from golf for a few days and spent some time with family. But then kind of this 
weekend got back into playing to get ready to come here. 
 
MODERATOR:  Was that her first bounce house?  
 
STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, it was. It had a big slide at the end and she was throwing herself all 
over the place. She definitely doesn't have any fear. 
 
MODERATOR:  Oh, my gosh, that sounds amazing. Stacy, speaking of home, though, how 
is it to be able to play this year at VOA, especially when it could have been canceled? 
 
STACY LEWIS:  For sure. You know, we need to play in Texas. I think of me growing up 
here and just having the opportunity to see the professionals play as a little kid. Obviously 
we can't have fans, but we need to keep this tournament going.  
 
I want us to get an event in Houston as well more consistently than just a U.S. Open. Just 
you think of all the young golfers in Texas that need the role models, they need to come see 
what a professional event looks like and have goals and have aspirations. I mean, it's 
important that we're here. And obviously I've won the tournament, had some success, 
maybe not on this golf course, but excited to play. 
 
MODERATOR:  And when you talk about junior golfers, when playing in Texas, does it sort 
of bring you back to your days as a junior golfer?  
 
STACY LEWIS:  100%, especially right now because this is -- this time of the year I played 
a ton in Texas in junior events around Christmastime, and you're just freezing cold and it's 
dry and it's wet -- or it's more wet but everything's brown and it's gross outside. So it really 
reminds you of growing up. This is what I played in as a kid. 
 
MODERATOR:  And you mentioned Christmas and chillier weather. We're actually back not 
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when we usually would come here. How is it playing here when it's a little bit chillier and the 
sun sets quicker?  
 
STACY LEWIS:  This golf course in the summertime, it's pretty bouncy and greens are 
obviously pretty firm, but now it's wet, it's cold, it's windy, it plays a lot longer, it plays -- I 
don't know if it plays tougher but it definitely just plays longer more than anything. They have 
overseeded the greens this year, which helps. Greens are a lot more receptive than years 
past, so it helps you out a little bit, but when you miss the greens there's nothing to stop it, 
so the ball's just rolling forever. 
 
MODERATOR:  You won the Aberdeen Standard Investment Ladies Scottish Open this year 
and with similar weather conditions.  Do you think you prefer playing in these conditions?  
 
STACY LEWIS:  I don't know if you prefer it, but I don't mind it. You know, there was -- I 
guess a lot of people pulled out this week because of the weather and things like that. That's 
never crossed my mind. It just adds another element to it, it makes it a little bit harder and I 
think that's why I play better. But it does, it does feel like Scotland more than Texas, 
especially yesterday.  
 
Q.  You're playing in a little exhibition later today. I guess what's the significance of 
that? Obviously we just had The Match 2, which was a lot of fun.  What's the 
significance of having the four of you play nine holes this afternoon miked up? 
 
STACY LEWIS:  One, the most important thing is we're raising some money for charity. But 
two, it's fun for people to know what we're talking about and kind of what we're trying to 
figure out on the golf course. It's not going to be as serious as what it would be during a 
normal round.  
 
I don't know, I just don't think I'm the type of player that I'd ever like to be miked up during a 
round, especially a tournament round that mattered. Just to do something a little more fun 
and lighthearted and maybe people can learn a little bit about what we do on the golf course 
and get to know us better. 
 
Q.  How did it come about? When did you kind of get involved in it? 
 
STACY LEWIS:  They called me -- where were we? I was in Georgia, Kevin Diaz called me 
and just asked if I want to be a part of it and I said absolutely. I mean, you see the guys did 
them a lot when they kind of first started back up. I just think it's a cool way to kind of fill time 
on a Wednesday when there's no live golf to show. Just like I said, get to know players 
better I think more than anything is going to draw people in and make people watch more. 
 
Q.  Next week at the Women's Open it's unusual in that there isn't a big men's event 
up against it. There's an opportunity it seems for the women to have center stage in 
golf. Obviously the NFL's going on, but it is a unique time. How do you think the 
women can take advantage of that? 
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STACY LEWIS:  I mean, just by putting on a great show more than anything. We need to 
have a tight tournament coming down the stretch and get people to watch. You know, just 
that we're not kind of having to piggyback the PGA TOUR and worry about that is a big deal. 
I don't know. I mean, other than try to play good golf, I don't know what else we can do. I 
think the USGA still got us on network TV and all that type of stuff, so I don't know. It's a 
strange time of the year to be playing golf in general, so it's weird to even be thinking about 
that. 
 
Q.  Do you think there's an opportunity maybe to draw some new fans? 
 
STACY LEWIS:  Potentially. I think any time we're on network TV we have an opportunity to 
draw fans in. That's not -- that's nothing against Golf Channel, but Golf Channel isn't in as 
many households as NBC or CBS or those networks. It's just kind of the facts of it. That's 
why I always push for network TV, that's really when we get our biggest audiences. 
 
MODERATOR:  I have a question going back to Texas and continuing on the Texas trend. 
Next week will be the U.S. Women's Open. We heard that you recently played the course. 
How was it and did it just make you really want to go play next week?  
 
STACY LEWIS:  Well, I wish we were playing about a month ago because it was as dry as 
could be and it was perfect. But we've had a ton of rain in Houston over the last week, so the 
golf course is going to be very wet and long. It's going to be difficult. It's obviously cooler 
now, too, than it was. It was kind of mid 70s and 80s and it was absolutely perfect weather in 
November.  
 
Just to be playing at home, I get to stay in my own bed. I live 30 minutes away, drive my own 
car there. It's just going to be really cool. That's probably the one tournament I'm going to 
miss the most of not having fans just because, you know, just growing up there you have 
tons of friends and I have friends now that wanted to come. That's the biggest 
disappointment, but just glad we're still playing. 
 
MODERATOR:  That was one of my questions, do you feel extra love from your Texas 
family these next two weeks?  
 
STACY LEWIS:  I think I still will. You know, I know a lot of people at Champions that are 
members and I know a lot of the members have signed up to volunteer just so they could be 
out there and watch. They've already said there's tons of houses on the golf course so I 
think you're going to see a lot of parties and a lot of people outside watching. I know people 
are excited about having us come in. 
 
Q.  What have you been working on, specifically what parts of your game heading into 
these two weeks? 
 
STACY LEWIS:  I've been -- one is long irons, getting ball flight better. I just feel like the 
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greens at Champions, you need a higher ball flight to be able to control it. The greens may 
look really huge, but they have a lot of runoffs, so you just really have to be able to control 
your distances and hitting them higher always helps you do that, so I've been working on 
that. 
 
Then just the grainy chip shots around the greens. It's kind of similar to here on this golf 
course, you have a lot of that, but it's really tight at Champions, so I think that's what kind of 
makes it difficult. 
 
Q.  So Yeon's coming in after you, it's her first tournament back. She has an 
unbelievable record at the U.S. Women's Open. When you look at her game, why do 
you think she's suited so well for that major? 
 
STACY LEWIS:  I think -- well, I think she hits it great more than anything. You really have 
to hit it -- it's almost boring golf, fairway, middle of the green, fairway, middle of the green, 
but probably just more her temperament more than anything. She's okay hitting it to the 
middle of the green. She's not going to force things unless she doesn't have to and just kind 
of the way she plays I feel like is more suited for that.  
 
And usually, I don't know why I've noticed it with a lot of the South Koreans, they're really 
good chippers out of that long rough, which is typically what our U.S. Opens are is that long, 
kind of sticky rough and they're really good chippers out of there. It will be a little different at 
Champions being more Bermuda, but I think that has a lot to do with it, too. 
 
Q.  What is the rough like there right now? 
 
STACY LEWIS:  Well, they haven't allowed -- carts have been on the path for like, gosh, it's 
been at least like two months I feel like. They're not even allowing carts to drive on it. 
There's going to be places -- it's going to be hit or miss. There's going to be places where 
you have a hard time finding your golf ball and there's going to be places where you can 
miss it and be fine. But it's Bermuda.  A lot of times it goes down to the bottom, you have 
some that sit up on top, but it's just a different kind of rough than what we normally play in. 
 
MODERATOR:  If no one else has any questions, I've got one, it's about later today, the 
charity event. Have you been talking to any of the players that you're going to play with and 
compete against and what mindset are you entering that with, just having fun?  
 
STACY LEWIS:  Yeah, just having fun with it. Gerina and I were talking about it on the 
range this morning before we went to play. Think we're going to have some special guests 
out there, I won't ruin the surprise, but I think we're going to have some extra teammates 
towards the end, so it's going to be fun. 
 
Again, it's just something to do, something different. I think that's what we need to do on a 
Tuesday or Wednesday, just bring a different atmosphere to the golf course and let people 
get to know us. 
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MODERATOR:  Thank you so much, Stacy, and that was my final question. If anyone has a 
question, please remember to utilize the chat function or raise your hand. 
 
Q.  Stacy, I've got a question. I know that you don't get to play very often back to back 
in your home state like this. It's got to be a treat for you. But next week you're going 
to where you're a member at Champions Golf Club. I'm just wondering, has Mr. Burke, 
have you got -- had him look at your putting? Has he given you advice?  He doesn't 
mind giving people advice. Has he given you advice? 
 
STACY LEWIS:  Yes, he has. When you become a member you have to go in his office and 
you have to know how many Rules of Golf there are and all that kind of stuff. But during the 
tournament I think he'll be on that putting green probably most of the day. He offers up a lot 
of advice, yes, for sure. Actually, Steve Elkington's a member there, too. When I was playing 
a couple weeks ago he was driving around with us and giving me some tips and different 
ways to play different holes and stuff like that. Definitely just using -- kind of getting all the 
info I can. 
 
Q.  What advice has Mr. Burke given you? 
 
STACY LEWIS:  Oh, man, well, the way he teaches his putting's a little different. When he 
played, it was a lot of hit with the putter, which doesn't necessarily translate to now.  
 
What did he tell? I was out there with one of the University of Houston girls and I said, Jack, 
do you have any advice? His biggest thing is only think about what you're trying to do, don't 
think about what you're not trying to do. That's what he'll always -- that's kind of his line he 
always gives you.  
 
MODERATOR:  We have some last-minute joiners. If anybody else has any questions, that 
was my final one. Okay. Stacy, thank you so much and good luck this week. 
 


