
 

                                                                             Tee-Scripts.com 
 

1 

PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
December 2, 2020      
 
CHEYENNE KNIGHT 
 
  
 
MODERATOR:  Welcome inside the VOA Classic virtual media center here at the Old 
American Golf Club. I am pleased to be joined with the defending champion of this event, 
Cheyenne Knight.  
 
Cheyenne, how are you doing today?  
 
CHEYENNE KNIGHT:  Good. 
 
MODERATOR:  I'm excited to kind of look back at your win from last year. 
 
CHEYENNE KNIGHT:  Yes. 
 
MODERATOR:  So let's just -- before the event began, you came into the VOA Classic on 
the brink of returning to Q Series, you know. You walk away a Rolex First-Time Winner.  
 
What do you remember most about that weekend and the emotions from your win?  
 
CHEYENNE KNIGHT:  Yeah, I remember like 2019, my rookie year was really hard, but I 
remember the week before the VOA everything just started clicking and, you know, I had 
nothing to lose this tournament. I knew I needed top-5 or I was going to go back to 
Q-School. I think I was just mentally fine with either/or. If I kept my card or lost my card, I 
knew I was going to be okay. 
 
But I had -- I just had a really good mindset. I was really confident and I played to win and I 
was fearless because I had nothing to lose. Yeah, so I think that week when I was nervous, I 
was really just grateful for the experience. 
 
MODERATOR:  We had Steph Meadow in here earlier today and she was kind of in a 
similar situation to you, she needed a high finish to retain her tour card for 2020 as well. She 
talked about a sense of relief when she won.  
 
Did you feel that sense of relief or did it sink in maybe like a day later?  
 
CHEYENNE KNIGHT:  It kind of sunk in a few days later because it was so hectic kind of 
after. I remember I let a lot of emotion out like on 18 green, just like so much relief. I had to 
process everything a few days later because I had to book flights to Asia, I had to get ready 
for that. My season wasn't over, get ready for the Asia swing and CME instead of going to 
Pinehurst. So it took a few days to like let it sink in, but it definitely was a relief and it gave 
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me a lot of confidence in my career that I can like compete out here as well. 
 
MODERATOR:  You were able to win in front of friends and family, you're a Texan through 
and through. I know you're staying right now just an hour and a half away in your home, but 
last year what was it like to just share this kind of momentous occasion with those closest to 
you?  
 
CHEYENNE KNIGHT:  Yeah, you know, my family, they've seen all the ups and downs in 
my golf game, especially my mom and dad have been there like through everything and 
they've sacrificed a lot for me. So they'll be here this year, but it will be a little different 
without my whole family. 
 
You know, I've missed so many family occasions for golf, so for them to be there and see 
me win, it was just so special because, you know, our family's just been through a lot in 
general. Just to have that moment with everyone was really cool. 
 
MODERATOR:  I know right now, like I just said, you're staying at home. What's it like to be 
back here, but also know that you're driving home every night and being able to sleep in 
your own bed?  
 
CHEYENNE KNIGHT:  It's nice. It's more comfortable. You know, it's different than staying 
in a hotel, having a rental car, but you know, I know where everything is, I don't even need a 
GPS. Yeah, coming home every night, sleeping in my own bed with my family and my dogs. 
Because the weather's colder, I don't need to go buy anything because I have everything at 
home in my closet, so it's really nice. 
 
MODERATOR:  We were able to talk a lot last year when you won. It was kind of just the 
storybook ending, that final round, being able to shoot 33-33, final round 66 for you to be 
able to gain your first victory. No. 33, your brother's football number and the emotions tied 
with that, what did that final round mean to you in general and are you ever on the course 
sometimes and think about that final round and what you were able to do?  
 
CHEYENNE KNIGHT:  Yeah, I think about it all the time because I did not know I shot 33-33 
the last day, but I chipped in on 9 the last day to shoot 33 on the front. If that doesn't 
happen, it's not 33-33. 
 
Yeah, just it was so special for me. And that final round I was very calm. Like I was nervous, 
but just like no matter what the outcome was, I just had peace with it. Having my brother 
there watching from above obviously, it was just so special. Like walking up 18 and all the 
holes out here, it just brings back a lot of memories and I do think about it a lot. 
 
MODERATOR:  The VOA Classic has been kind of one of those events I feel like you've 
circled every single year that you've been able to come out here starting with your rookie 
year last year, but you were able to be an amateur in this event back a couple years ago. 
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How cool is it to kind of think back of where you've grown with this tournament as an 
amateur and now as a winner?  
 
CHEYENNE KNIGHT:  Yeah, you know, I think it's always good to have a perspective 
check, just see how far I've come. You know when things aren't going well, you just kind of 
have to, you know, just look and see all the work that you've gone through to like get to here.  
 
Yeah, in 2016 it was my first LPGA event at the Volunteers of America over at the other 
course. I was a freshman at Alabama and they had two cuts, one after the second day, one 
after the third day, and I made both cuts and played really well. It's awesome like to kind of 
come full circle because we don't have that many events in Texas and I'm really glad, you 
know, the Volunteers of America is in Texas. It's very cool. 
 
MODERATOR:  Since the win, you said you were able to go to the Asia swings. I remember 
you booking your flights and figuring out everything with that, but who could have imagined 
what 2020 would bring this year and what you've been able to do. 
 
You've had quite the 2020. You have your tie for second back at the Scottish Open from 
what you were able to do, be in the playoff and be around that atmosphere and kind of in 
contention once again. 
 
What has this year been like for you overall and what do you think you've learned about your 
game over the last few events?  
 
CHEYENNE KNIGHT:  Yeah, 2020's been absolutely crazy. Who would have thought that, 
you know, we could have a season, you know, with everything going on. So it's been -- it's 
been great to even be able to play. Even playing in December, it's pretty awesome that we 
get to play. 
 
Yeah, but it's been just a wild year and I feel like, you know, my game is getting there. 
Definitely like the Scottish was a big confidence booster because it's kind of going like full 
circle. Like last year at that tournament was like probably one of the lowest of lows like I've 
had at that tournament.  
 
So I was in kind of contention in Portland, too. I feel like my game's trending, I'm just trying 
to get a little bit better every day and just, you know, I want to be in those positions so just 
try and keep it close. Obviously you always want to have a chance to win, but yeah, just kind 
of -- and I feel like when I play my best, I just have a really good attitude. Just kind of trying 
to keep doing that. 
 
MODERATOR:  When you were able to stay in contention over there in Scotland and then 
just a few weeks later in Portland, did you draw on your experiences from 2019 here when 
you won?  
 
CHEYENNE KNIGHT:  Yeah, for sure. Like when I won, I didn't really think about the 
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outcome because you always have to stay in the present and not get too far ahead of 
yourself.  
 
So definitely in Scotland, Scotland was different, though. I had no idea where I was until I 
was on 17, because that was the only leaderboard. I thought I was behind the whole day, so 
standing on 17 tee knowing I was tied for the lead. But instead of, you know, letting the 
moment kind of control you, you kind of just -- you've got to like treat it the same and control 
your nerves and your emotions and just have fun with it and not let the moment be bigger 
than it actually is.  
 
That's what I did in 2019, I feel like I stayed in the moment. I actually like enjoyed it, not 
feeling like I was going to throw up just like walking down the fairway, but just being like this 
is awesome, this is why I practice. Really just having a really good attitude about it. 
 
MODERATOR:  I feel like after -- because I was there in Scotland, I feel like after Scotland 
you had a sense of calm that you didn't let the moment kind of get too heavy on you. It was 
just an incredible shot by Stacy Lewis at the end there. 
 
CHEYENNE KNIGHT:  Right. 
 
MODERATOR:  What do you think you've kind of learned the most from your win about 
playing and being in contention in that you were able to stay so calm and being able to not 
let the moment overtake you?  
 
CHEYENNE KNIGHT:  Yeah, I feel like from my win I learned that, you know, I can perform 
under pressure, especially when there's so much on the line. Like there was -- of course the 
win was on the line, but also my job was on the line. I can overcome a lot and just, yeah, like 
what all those experiences like have taught me. You can always learn from something or 
you don't.  
 
So I've learned, you know, like how to perform like in contention. Obviously every situation is 
different, like that was my first playoff on tour. Played the hole really well, Stacy made a 
great putt. You know, just controlling. And even though I didn't know what was going on 
behind me, because there's no scoreboards, just focusing on, you know, only what I can do 
because you can't like control anyone else. 
 
MODERATOR:  Definitely, taking it one shot at a time. 
 
CHEYENNE KNIGHT:  Yes. 
 
MODERATOR:  You were able to play -- switching gears back to Old American Golf Club, 
you were able to play here over the summer while we were having our COVID break at the 
Texas Women's Open. You finished second to Celine Boutier, but we are in a brand new 
month, brand new set of conditions. 
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CHEYENNE KNIGHT:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  How different is the course do you think from the last time you played it 
competitively to now in December?  
 
CHEYENNE KNIGHT:  Right, yeah. In June it played a lot similar to when it did in October. It 
was hot, same wind direction. It played -- it literally played the exact same. 
 
This year in December it's a little colder, a little like different wind direction, it's out of the 
north. Just when it's cold like the ball doesn't go as far, so just some of holes I'm hitting 
different clubs in.  
 
But the course is in really good shape, like Mike and Russell have done just an incredible 
job, especially playing in December in Texas when it can be really good or really bad. But 
yeah, it is playing different. I feel like the greens, you know, if you have a downwind putt, it 
can be like pretty quicker than normal.  But it is playing a little bit different just with the clubs 
that you have in, but overall pretty much the same.  
 
You know, the first time I played out here was in 2018 in December and it was a lot like this, 
so it's -- I've seen this place -- I've seen Old American play so many different ways. You 
know, I feel like it's -- any course, any way the wind blows, it's just totally different, but I feel 
like it's a lot different out here. 
 
MODERATOR:  Oh, definitely. I mean, you never know with the wind here at Old American. 
 
CHEYENNE KNIGHT:  Yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  But we've got a great week ahead of us at the VOA Classic and another 
one just down in Houston. I want to say down the road, but it's quite far away. The U.S. 
Women's Open being played at Champions. I know you were able to go to Champions a 
little bit ago, you were able to, you know, play the course, do the U.S. Women's Open media 
day. 
 
What is it like for you knowing that there is a huge event next week, but still staying in the 
moment for this week and keeping kind of keeping calm and focusing? Is it difficult for you to 
think about that the major is right around the corner or is it more of just one shot at a time, 
just going to take it as slow as I can?  
 
CHEYENNE KNIGHT:  Yeah, I think like just subconsciously I know that there's a major next 
week or there's three events left this season, but I feel like, you know, it doesn't matter if I'm 
like defending champ this week or there's a major next week, it's still just golf and I feel like, 
again, not making it bigger than it is. So that's just what I've been trying to do.  
 
Like I've been working a lot on my game and I'm just trying to get a little better every day. 
Like that's all you can do. I feel like the more pressure you put on it or the bigger the stage 
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is, like that can't help you, that's just clouding everything in your mind. 
 
Yeah, I'm just excited, you know, that we're still playing, that we still get to play this week, we 
still get to play U.S. Open and CME Group. Like that we still get to have our TOUR 
Championship is pretty awesome as well, just moving it back. Just I feel like just grateful that 
we do get to play no matter really what the tournament is. 
 
MODERATOR:  I love that, especially since we've got quite the home stretch, too, here. 
 
CHEYENNE KNIGHT:  Yeah, yeah. 
 
MODERATOR:  To be able to have these next two events at home, you talked about how 
nice it is to be able to sleep in your own bed, not worry about a hotel and everything, but do 
you think maybe if you're in contention again you might want to try to stay a little bit closer, 
maybe not do the hour-and-a-half trek?  
 
CHEYENNE KNIGHT:  Yeah, for sure. I think yeah, probably a hotel. I think as these days 
might be pretty long, maybe with the frost delay, maybe not finishing, so I mean there's a lot 
of variables that can happen.  
 
But, you know, I don't know, we'll see. If I can relax at home a little bit better, I might do that. 
Yeah, because I stayed in a hotel twice last year, so we'll see. 
 
MODERATOR:  All right. Well, I think that will wrap it up for us here, Cheyenne. Thank you 
so much for joining us. I love talking to you. 
 
CHEYENNE KNIGHT:  Thank you. 
 


