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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
December 1, 2020      
 
KRISTEN GILLMAN 
 
  
MODERATOR:  Hello, everyone.  Welcome to our first pre-tournament press conference 
here at the Volunteers of America Classic. We are joined by Kristen Gillman, who's a Texan 
herself.  
 
Kristen, thank you so much for taking the time. My first question is actually how was your 
Thanksgiving, how did you spend it and what did you do? 
 
KRISTEN GILLMAN:  Yeah, it was really good. I just spent it at home. My sisters came over 
to my parents' house and we just kind of had a relaxing Thanksgiving there. We played a 
match where it was me versus my two sisters and my dad in the morning of Thanksgiving, a 
home match. So we ended up tying it, no one ended up winning that, but it was a great way 
to start Thanksgiving. 
 
MODERATOR:  Speaking of Thanksgiving, we're playing much later at VOA than we 
normally would. How is it playing so late in the year?  
 
KRISTEN GILLMAN:  Yeah, it's definitely I feel like different playing this late because I feel 
like usually you always have December as kind of the offseason. So we're just lucky though 
to still be able to get this event in and I'm excited that we'll be playing in Texas. And we'll 
probably get the crazy Texas weather with the wind and the cold, but I think it's good that 
we're still able to get this event in. 
 
MODERATOR:  Speaking of Texas being your home, how is it being able to play so close to 
home? How far is it from Austin?  
 
KRISTEN GILLMAN:  It takes like three hours to get here from Austin, so it really isn't that 
bad. It's nice to be able to drive to tournaments because I feel like most times you're always 
having to fly. So just to be able to pack everything, especially with this cold weather. My car 
is so full with so much different clothes, so it's nice to be able to just kind of drive and kind of 
makes the travel days a little bit more relaxing and not as hectic. 
 
MODERATOR:  Speaking of driving, it must bring you back to your younger days as a junior 
golfer driving with your parents to tournaments. Does this event ever make you think back or 
think more back to your junior golf days than other tournaments?  
 
KRISTEN GILLMAN:  Yeah, I think it's just anytime you get playing in Texas, it's just kind of 
a different feeling just because it brings you back to like your roots. I mean, I always love 
playing in Texas. Kind of sucks that we can't have a crowd this year because I feel like they 
usually enjoy having the Texas people out there, but just being able to be close to home and 
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just kind of have that home feeling is nice to be able to play here. 
 
MODERATOR:  Have you been able to play or get any practice rounds in this week?  
 
KRISTEN GILLMAN:  No, I haven't yet. I'm playing this afternoon, so probably play a lot 
different than it did last year with the weather and probably different wind and everything. 
But I'm excited to see the golf course because this course is always in great shape. 
 
MODERATOR:  And going back to your junior golf days, I just have to ask, because you 
won the U.S. Women's Amateur Championship in 2014 and next week's actually the U.S. 
Women's Open. Are you at all thinking about that course, and you played that course 
recently, correct?  
 
KRISTEN GILLMAN:  Yeah, um-hmm. 
 
MODERATOR:  How are you thinking about next week in advance?  
 
KRISTEN GILLMAN:  Yeah, I think next week, Champions I think is a great test for a golf 
game, and always going to a USGA event being a past USGA champion feels pretty special. 
So I'm excited for next week and just kind of going to use this week as preparation and kind 
of figure out what all I need to work on my game leading into next week and hopefully it will 
end up working out in my favor. 
 
MODERATOR:  Speaking of preparation, is there any part of your game that you're really 
excited to go out there and try this week that you've been really working on?  
 
KRISTEN GILLMAN:  I feel like I've kind of been working on all parts of my game, but I think 
next week, with the courses being pretty tight, I feel like your driver's pretty important. I think 
that kind of this week focusing on making sure you hit a lot of fairways will help for leading 
into next week. 
 
MODERATOR:  I'm going to open it up to questions, if anybody would like a question. 
 
Q.  Kristen, I've got a question. I know you guys play an international schedule, you 
know, really all over the world with the LPGA. Just talk about what it's like to get to 
play back-to-back weeks in Texas. I'm not sure that's ever happened for you, get to 
play in your home state. And second question is, how well do you know the Burkes? 
Have you met Jack Burke or Robin Burke and how well do you know them going 
down there next week? 
 
KRISTEN GILLMAN:  Yeah, I think it's really nice to be able to play two back-to-back events 
in Texas. It's nice to be -- always fun to be able to play in your home state, kind of brings you 
back to your junior golf days when you played most of your tournaments here in Texas. It's 
nice to be close to home and easy travel. 
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I've met the Burkes a couple times. I was there a couple weeks ago playing Champions and 
they're out there, so it's always nice to be able to talk to them and kind of pick their brain 
about the golf course and just Texas golf in general. I feel that they've been a huge part of 
where Texas golf is now, so it's always nice to be able to get to know them more. 
 
Q.  Jack Burke is not known for holding his feelings back. Has he said anything about 
your game or have you asked him anything about your game or, you know, what a 
great player he was or anything like that? 
 
KRISTEN GILLMAN:  I don't think he said anything about my game. I don't know if he's ever 
seen me play. I guess he hasn't said anything about that. Yeah, I've been able to ask him a 
couple questions just in general, just about everything he's done in golf and it's always cool 
to hear what he says. 
 
Q.  Kristen, a question here, you were able to compete in the Texas Women's Open 
here at Old American Golf Club this summer, this past summer while the tour was on 
a hiatus. What was that like for you to come back to Old American, especially when it 
wasn't an LPGA Tour event, and still be able to compete against some of your tour 
professionals out there? 
 
KRISTEN GILLMAN:  Yeah, it was really fun being here during that time. I feel like it was 
my first tournament back after I think we had like three or four months off, so it was kind of 
just nice to be competing.  
 
And everyone was so excited to see each other. I was able to see some of my friends that I 
haven't seen in so long. I know a lot of my amateur friends were playing out there, too. It 
was nice to be able to kind of feel like it was back a couple years ago. 
 
But it was really fun playing out here and I feel like this golf course is always in great shape, 
it's always so fun to play. Probably play a little bit different than it will this week, but it was 
nice to be able to come here during that time. 
 
MODERATOR:  I was going to say, you came in third. Celine was the one that came in first 
at 14 under, so still an impressive effort by you there over the summer. What is it about the 
Old American Golf Club to you that really brings out you think the best in your game in some 
of those aspects. 
 
KRISTEN GILLMAN:  Yeah, I think that this golf course is a little bit different I feel like than 
the typical, especially Texas golf courses that you see. I feel like it has a little bit more links 
feel to it, so I just think it kind of brings out a different kind of creativity in your golf game. 
You kind of have to think your way about where you want to place the ball on the fairway 
and around the green. I feel like that it just makes it easier doing that. 
 
MODERATOR:  I think we have just a little bit of technical difficulty. I have one question 
actually. I was wondering, you just talked about the course and what your strategy is for this 
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week, but how are you going to use the Texas momentum? Are a lot of your friends from 
Texas reaching out to you and giving you really good positive vibes this week?  
 
KRISTEN GILLMAN:  Yeah, everyone's been texting me and asking if they can come and 
watch, so sadly I have to keep telling them no, sorry, fans aren't allowed yet. I know that 
they're all watching and they're all excited to watch live scoring. I mean, they're just excited 
to be able to see me compete. Even though they won't be here in person, they can at least 
watch some of it on TV. I think they're excited to see me out here playing in Texas. 
 
MODERATOR:  My final question for you, Kristen, is going off of that, next year hopefully 
we'll get fans back. What will that mean to you and to the rest of the LPGA players to have 
fans back and hear those cheers out there?  
 
KRISTEN GILLMAN:  Yeah, I think it will be nice having fans back. It just kind of sometimes 
feels I guess lonely or something without the fans out there. I think it will be fun to have the 
fans out there and kind of help you with momentum and everything. It's just I'm sure 
everyone's going to be excited for the day whenever fans can start coming out to all the golf 
tournaments. 
 
MODERATOR:  Thank you so much, Kristen, for your time today and good luck this week. 
 
KRISTEN GILLMAN:  Thank you. 
 


