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FINAL ROUND  INTERVIEW  
December 6, 2020      
 
ANGELA STANFORD 
 
  
MODERATOR:  Everyone, welcome to the press conference for the final round of VOA. We 
are here with champion Angela Stanford. Raise your hand if you would like to ask questions.  
 
But to begin, Angela, thank you so much for taking the time. You're from Fort Worth, just 
about an hour away. How is it to get a win so close to home?  
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  Honestly, I never thought I would. I think the longer you're out here, 
it's so hard to win on this tour. You know, I think being at home, it took me a while to figure it 
out. The very first time we played in the Dallas/Fort Worth area I remember getting off the 
airplane and everybody from the tour kind of came with me to baggage claim. I'm like, oh, 
that's weird. So I just think learning how to play in your hometown is kind of hard because 
obviously I haven't done it since Junior Golf, so I think I had to kind of figure it out. Big shout 
out to Cheyenne Knight. She proved last year you can win at home, so that inspired me and 
made me realize that I am making it harder than it needs to be. 
 
MODERATOR:  Speaking of so close to home, your parents were able to join you and you 
mentioned that it was the first time they'd seen you win in person. How was that to see their 
facial expressions in real time?  
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  It was great. You know, they come up to Arkansas every year. They 
worked for the majority of my time on tour, they had their own jobs. So they're finally retired, 
but they haven't been able to travel this year obviously. But I just haven't had many chances 
to win in front of them. So to finally do it, it's so cool. It was cool. I couldn't even look over at 
my mom coming up 18 because I was starting to get teary eyed. I'm like, just don't look over 
there, don't look over there. I would have lost it if I would have looked over there again. 
 
MODERATOR:  Playing from home throughout this week, did that remind you of your Junior 
Golf days and did it bring you back to those wins that you mentioned?  
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  I think, if anything, this weather did. You know, it was windy, it was 
cold, and I think growing up in Texas you have to play in a little bit of cold in the off season, 
so I knew -- it was harder than I thought it was going to be this week. The course played 
really tough but it just felt like Texas this week, so I was really comfortable out there. It was 
just a really good week. 
 
Q.  It was certainly a really fun four rounds to watch, especially that eagle yesterday 
on 18. How did that feel? You told Golf Channel this about your short game and 
working so hard on your short game. How did it feel to sink that in yesterday? 
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ANGELA STANFORD:  It was a big deal because I'd kind of come unraveled on the back 
nine yesterday, and I think I had gotten to the point where I kind of just needed to get in the 
house because that second shot on 17, I pulled that 7-wood. I actually thought it was in the 
bunker. When I got up there, it wasn't a great lie and in the past that would have kind of 
rattled me a little bit. So I honestly we knew the break, I knew where I wanted to hit it, and it 
went in and just made -- a not so great back nine made me feel like I have a chance maybe 
coming into today. 
 
MODERATOR:  You've been playing exceptionally well, tied 6 at Pelican. Other than your 
short game, is there anything you are particularly proud of that you have practiced hard?  
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  I've been working on my golf swing. I guess it was September of 
2019, I was pretty upset with how I played last year. 2019 was a terrible year and I did not 
like the way I hit the ball. And I said earlier, nobody likes bad golf. I love hitting the golf ball, I 
love it, and I said that to myself coming down the stretch. Just enjoy hitting the golf ball, and 
I love it. So I kind of got back to hitting it how I wanted to hit it, how I want to miss it. And 
then I promised my swing instructor that I would work on my short game.      
 
MODERATOR:  Couple questions.       
 
Q.  Congratulations.  
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  Thank you. 
 
Q.  I want to start with short game actually. You said you promised Todd that you 
would work on your short game, but what specifically did you feel like you couldn't do 
and what did you learn to do? 
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  I think mechanically I've always been pretty average when it comes 
to chipping and putting. My ball-striking has carried me for 20 years. And I think that's why I 
haven't been more consistent. I kind of have these hot streaks, well, because you can hit it 
really well out here, but that doesn't -- playing with Inbee yesterday and playing with Jin 
Young Ko today, they just make everything. And I remember thinking, man, I want to be like 
Inbee when I grow up. Like, she makes everything. So I think mechanically I've always been 
pretty average. Not saying I'm there yet, but now I'm starting to understand it, and I'm 
understanding -- I've never been able to hit a high soft chip shot so we're working on that. 
My putting has always been pretty average, so, you know, just trying to work on those things 
and get better mechanically and then figure out how to incorporate my feel. I think being 
athletic and my feel has always kind of gotten me by with kind of average mechanics. 
 
Q.  Your putting was so beautiful today and throughout the week. What is it 
specifically that you have been focused on, what's your key thought mechanically on 
putting? 
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  You know, my setup is really important, and then I tend to get my 
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hands away from my body going back. So yesterday I wasn't really starting them on line and 
again because I'm just learning how to do this properly I sometimes don't catch the mistakes 
very fast because I'm like, well, this is all kind of new. So I didn't really catch it until we got 
finished yesterday and I realized that I was still kind of getting my hands away from my body 
on the way back.  
 
So today I really just thought about that going back and because my caddie has said in the 
past, I feel like on Sunday you're trying to make it, you're not trying to roll it anymore. Like I 
roll it pretty well in the beginning of the week and on Sunday you're just trying to make 
everything. So I tried to focus more on rolling the ball today and getting it started on the right 
line. 
 
Q.  There weren't any leaderboards out there it seemed. Did you know where you 
stood? How aware were you of what was going on? 
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  I actually told my caddie, we were standing in 10 fairway and I said, 
I don't want to know where I am today unless we get to 18 and we have to hit a shot to either 
win or hold on to a win. But I feel like I'm in a pretty good head space today. I just don't want 
to know. I feel like I'm hitting it well, I feel like I'm making putts, and I was kind of watching 
Ko. I knew I was a shot off of her most of the day, so at least she was definitely beating me, 
so I kind of paid attention to her and it wasn't until 14 where I made that birdie and she had a 
tough hole that I thought, okay, now I probably -- you can kind of tell with how people were 
starting to show up. But even on 18 I said when we were chipping, I said do I need to get 
this up-and-down? He said no. I said, okay, well, I'm going to bump it into the hill. 
 
Q.  And then winning at 43, there are a lot of people that are waiting for a 
breakthrough moments and maybe are just, you know, not sure what's old out here 
for lack of a better way of putting it. What's your message to people who are still 
waiting? 
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  You know, I really think it boils down to passion. I just love trying to 
get better. I think if you love what you're doing and you love your process and you just are 
loving getting better, then you have to keep going. I would tell anybody, you depo and you 
work and you try until you just don't have that desire and that passion anymore. At I think it 
was -- I just turned 43. Not many people at 42 are going to say, I want to learn how to chip 
the ball properly. So I just felt like if I'm getting close to the end of my career I don't want to 
leave any stone unturned. I want to find out, if I chip it the best I can, if I putt it the best I can, 
if I hit it the best I can, what am I capable of before I'm done. I think if you have the passion 
to get up every morning and get better, chase your dream as long as you want. 
 
Q.  There's one more dream next week. When would you head on to Houston and how 
do you wrap your head around going into an Open right after a win? You must be on 
cloud 9 about all this? 
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  Good news is I've never done this before so I don't really know 
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what to expect. And the other good news to that is we've never played an Open in 
December. So I'm excited that I get to get in my truck and I get to go down I 45 and I get to 
play a U.S. Open in Houston. I've been so fired up about this all year. So I have to enjoy the 
moment. There's so many things that -- there's so much going on and to have today to be a 
bright spot, no matter what happens next week, I'm just so happy that I get to play an Open 
in Texas. 
 
Q.  Thank you. Congratulations.  
 
MODERATOR:  We have a another question. 
 
Q.  Hey Angela, congratulations. In talking about all of your short game work, your 
coach, I've only heard him referred to as Todd. What's his last name? 
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  Kolb, K-O-L-B. I don't know if I always say it right, but… 
 
Q.  Close enough anyway. Thank you. Looking at the leaderboard today it seems like 
everybody kind of struggled except for you. What do you think made it so tough 
today? 
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  I think the course played completely different in December. I think it 
played really hard obviously.  The cold weather didn't help. I mean, the ball, I told my caddie 
on number 1, we hit 7-wood into 1 today. I said, it's really hard to commit to a club that you 
never thought you'd hit into a green. We hit 9-irons and 8-irons and wedges into 1 last year, 
so I think just being in December and it being cold and the wind coming from a different 
direction that made it hard. And the hole location, I said I've struggled at this golf course 
because it's really hard. I mean, these green complexes are really hard. So I felt like right 
out of the gate it was going to be tough, and then I actually hit the ball better. I had a really 
bad shot on No. 4 and kind of got to 5 tee and said, all right, let's make it simple, one swing 
thought and thankfully that swing thought worked. 
 
Q.  The weather looks a little bit warmer next week, but do you think that what we saw 
this week is kind of a foreshadowing of what Texas December golf is going to be like, 
or was this extreme? 
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  Yeah, I think it will be a touch warmer down there, but it's still going 
to be -- I think the course conditions are going to play long. I thought this course played long 
this week. The dampness in the air, a little bit cooler. I know Champions was playing longer 
already when I went down about a month ago and I know they have had more rain, so I think 
it's going to play long if I had to guess and it's not going to be above 70. I mean, warm to us 
next week is going to be mid 60s. So the ball's still not going to fly as far as if it's 80 plus 
degrees outside. 
 
MODERATOR:  Okay. If no one else has any questions I've got one. Angela, it is your 20th 
year on the LPGA tour. How is it looking back seeing not only yourself thrive but the LPGA 
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thrive?  
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  You know, all year I've been so grateful to get to play golf. I think 
Mike Whan and his team and all the staff at the LPGA, all of our sponsors and partners, I 
was scared to death that I wasn't going to get to play golf this year, and there are so many 
people that made this year happen and I don't get to sit here today without all those people. 
Again, Mike Whan and all the people at the LPGA, I just can't imagine everything that they 
have had to do to get us on the course this year, so from the testing, figuring out how to do 
that. I didn't expect this in the 20th year, and I was just thinking I took a picture at Diamond 
Resort this year. It's my 20th year. Now looking back, you're just like, wow, didn't think this 
year was going to go this way. So you just never know. I never saw this year coming. 
Honestly, I didn't think I would win this year. I didn't know if I'd ever win again. You know, 
that's the thing, it's hard to win on this tour and I'm just so grateful to everybody that stepped 
up and said, no, we want to play golf. The sponsors that came beside us and said we want 
to put you all out on a golf course. It's a big deal, and it's much appreciated. 
 
MODERATOR:  Thank you so much. One more. 
 
Q.  How are you celebrating tonight? What are you going to do? 
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  Well, so I told Brittany Altomare I'd give her a ride down to Houston 
to pick up her car. I wasn't going to let her drive my truck. Now I'm going to let her drive my 
truck. So I can sit in the passenger side and, yeah. I think that's -- but I'm not driving to 
Houston. Brittany Altomare will be driving to Houston. 
 
MODERATOR:  Beth actually stole my final question. Angela, thank you so much. It was 
such a joy watching you thrive this week. Good luck next week and safe travels. 
 
ANGELA STANFORD:  Thank you. 
 


