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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW  
November 1, 2020      
 
BERNHARD LANGER  ( -16) 
 
  
Q.  Bernhard, good week, but ultimately you fell one short. I know it's a little 
disappointing. Just describe your round today and how it came down at the end. 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  I got off to a good start, birdied the first and kept going. I didn't 
drive the ball well, though, and I could feel there was something wasn't right with my swing 
and it showed up over and over. I hit probably six or seven tee shots just way right and that's 
going to bite you sooner or later and it did on 16. I just -- you can't hit it right on 16. Got away 
with bogey in the end, but it was just -- even 18 I made a great birdie in the end. But the 
swing just wasn't quite where it needed to be.  
 
But I hit good iron shots and made a lot of good putts, so I was right in there, had it going. I 
was playing 50 holes without a bogey, that's hard to do in windy conditions. And then it got 
me on 15 and then on 17 I missed a really short putt. I had been putting quite well all week.  
 
And I think I got a little hot, too. I don't like this heat and humidity and it was really hot today 
like it was on Friday as well. So in the end, very happy for Darren Clarke, his first victory in 
about, what, 12 years or something like that. He's over the moon, I'm sure. 
 
Q.  You had that nice embrace there, and the cool thing about this, you've known 
Darren for however many decades. You didn't win, but it's nice to see a friend win? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Absolutely. People have no idea what it's like to have not won for 
that long and then win another professional event, because in our job you never know if 
you're going to win another one and the longer it goes, the more you doubt. He's had some 
up-and-down tournaments out here, so he put it all together this week and I opened the door 
and he came right in. 
 
Q.  What is it about this place? You've been able to win, place in the top 2 the past 
three times you visited here. Why are you so successful here?  
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  It's hard to say. It's a little extra motivation maybe playing at home 
in front of friends and family and the home crowd, and I know the course quite well. Greens 
are not easy to read, so sometimes I do a good job, sometimes I don't. But I've been very 
successful here over the last 13 years. Had a lot of chances to win, won twice.  
 
This year was harder though because we're playing now in October, November. We had so 
much rain, as you know, and the course played so much longer than it used to. In February, 
our winter, the grass is dormant, the ball runs, the ground is firm, so it played a lot shorter in 
February, which suited me better, but somehow I got it done this year as well and just came 
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up one short. 
 
Q.  When you came into 18 knowing you were tied, was there any doubt in your mind 
that Darren would get that birdie? Did you feel good or did you feel like he's -- 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  No, the odds were against me because he's one of the longest 
guys out here and if he hits a decent drive, he hits 7-iron; driver, 7-iron. I hit driver, 2-iron, so 
he's that much longer. If you let him play 10 times, he'll probably birdie it nine times out of 
the 10. But when you're under the circumstances he was in, having not won for that long and 
he knew it and he had to pull it off, it could have been easily a pull hook off the tee or a push 
in the trees and then he may not birdie. But he hit two very solid shots and had an easy putt 
for eagle, easy birdie. 
 


