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ROUND 3 INTERVIEW  
November 1, 2020      
 
DARREN CLARKE  ( -17) 
 
  
Q.  Darren, congratulations. 
 
DARREN CLARKE:  Thank you. 
 
Q.  Nine years later we have a win out of you. Can you just talk us through some of 
the emotions you're feeling right now? 
 
DARREN CLARKE:  Yeah. Pretty amazing really because I've been close here a few times 
on the Champions Tour of late, haven't quite got it done on Sundays, which is particularly 
disappointing. Like I said, you put so much work into trying to get it done and you don't do it, 
so to go out and play nicely today, make a mistake on No. 9 but then rally back and birdie 
the next two right after that was really good. Then hit some nice shots on the way in there 
and did what I had to do. 
 
Q.  You've been playing well, so you could almost see this coming? I know you were 
grinding last night on the range, but can you just talk about anything that's changed 
in your game a little bit to get here? 
 
DARREN CLARKE:  Got a new caddie, started three weeks ago with me, sandy Armour, 
Tommy Armour's brother, so he's been a huge benefit to me. He's a great player himself, so 
he can see some of the flaws in my swing, which is many. So he's helping me address some 
of those and help me with my putting. I'm very fortunate to have somebody as good as him.  
 
He was with Olin Browne for six years and thankfully I spoke to Olin, I asked him is there 
any chance Sandy could start work for me, and he said yes. So it's worked out very well, 
three weeks on. And if we win once every three weeks, that would be a huge result. For right 
now I'm just delighted that I've managed to win out here. 
 
Q.  I don't know if you saw, but when you were talking about Sandy in the trophy 
ceremony, he actually started tearing up. 
 
DARREN CLARKE:  Bless him.  
 
Q.  And I asked him why and he just said it's just a lot of work. 
 
DARREN CLARKE:  Sandy hasn't won out here before. Been with Olin a long time, they've 
had lots of chances but he hasn't actually won. So we've had three weeks and he's getting 
to know me and that's pretty difficult to do with my tantrums. At 52, sometimes I act as if I'm 
12 or 13. It's just getting to know your player, when to speak and not to speak, how much 
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help to give him. He's adapted unbelievably quickly and he's done an amazing job. 
 
Q.  I heard a sound bite yesterday of you saying that you were like, I would like to get 
a win because my VISA expires.  
 
DARREN CLARKE:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  You're like going home with a win. What have these last few decades here playing 
on the Tour have meant to you? 
 
DARREN CLARKE:  Yeah, I love -- America's been really good to me. I went to school over 
here, I played the PGA TOUR over here, I've been -- don't get me wrong, I'm from Ireland, I 
love Europe as well, played a lot over there. I've been fortunate, I've played golf all over the 
world. It's been very, very good to me, but I especially love coming and playing in America.  
 
When I turned 50 I was exempt for a bit on the PGA TOUR Champions and to come over 
here, they've been so welcoming to me, so kind to me. And the competition is brilliant. The 
guys, you can see the scoring, it's amazing, the guys can flat out play. If you want to win out 
here, it's not what everybody thinks it is, it's not six and a half thousand yard golf courses, 
flags in the middle of the green, greens running at 10. It's far from that. It's a proper hard, 
stern test. If you're going to win, you're going to have to play very well and thankfully I was 
able to do that this week.  
 
I'll be out here now for another few years and I plan to really enjoy that. For the meantime 
now, as you said there at the start, my VISA's expired, but with all COVID all embassies are 
shut and as a non-U.S. citizen, you can only go to the embassy outside of the U.S. to get it 
renewed. But they're all shut due to COVID, nobody's fault. And then my ESTA, which is 
thankfully what the U.S. do with some companies around the world, is for 90 days only and 
that 90 days runs out on Wednesday. Consequently, I've got to leave the country, which any 
other year I would be absolutely gutted to miss Phoenix. As it is, I'm gutted to miss Phoenix, 
but it's a rollover season for us so it's not quite -- it won't quite theoretically have the impact.  
 
That being said, having just won, I would love to go and try and win again next week, but 
unfortunately that won't be the case. I'm going to have to sit at the beach, at the beach bar 
called Flippers down in Abaco Club, drink some sea breezes, watch the boys on the big 
screen up there. When everybody makes a birdie, I'll go cheer and have another sea breeze 
or a Kalik Light, it will be a little bit of both. 
 
Q.  Talk about how it's been the last nine years and how will you celebrate this victory 
differently than you did -- 
 
DARREN CLARKE:  Well, the last victory I had I was drunk for a week, so this time I won't 
be, for The Open. But as you get older, we all -- all you've got to do is be here two hours 
before tee time, the first tee time or whatever, and watch everybody and see how many guys 
are working so hard on the range. They all work and they all -- we all grind. The standard is 
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so high now, you just can't afford not to.  
 
This is my last tournament of the year, which is great, but I'm going back to the Bahamas 
now and I'll have a week off. Then I've got another big program. My weight fluctuates up and 
down, up and down and when I get a certain point, enough's enough. So I've got my trainer 
and everything start, so I'll have a week's bit of fun and then I'm back in the gym full time 
down there as well. It may not be that many sea breezes, it may be more gin and tonics. 
Less calories in gin and tonics, so more of those. 
 
I can't -- it's going to be a tough one whenever I'm down there at the beach, but I'm 
committed to do it so I just need to get myself back into decent shape again. Try to, at least. 
 
Q.  There's always a place that players kind of put their trophies, medals, whatever 
accolades. With this being your first title in a long time, is there a specific spot where, 
oh, I can't wait to put this there? 
 
DARREN CLARKE:  To tell you the truth, I've got no idea where any of my trophies are, if I 
even have them. I'm not one for -- if you walked into my house, you wouldn't know I was a 
professional golfer. I don't have trophies. That's just me, that's not one of my things. 
 
The only one that I do have is a small replica of the Claret Jug at the house in Portrush, 
that's the only one that's out. All the rest of them, I've got no idea. That's not my thing. Don't 
get me wrong, I'm not demeaning it, I love to have them, but it's not my thing to put them out 
and show. 
 
Q.  And did the nine years ever like, did it weigh on you at all? 
 
DARREN CLARKE:  Did it weigh on me? Well, I had chances, I had quite a few chances to 
win before in different parts of the world. You know, I didn't quite get it done for one reason 
or another. Not always playing badly, just somebody having a good day and that's golf. 
That's what happens. You. 
 
You know, I wouldn't have been working so hard and grinding so hard and putting all the 
hours in if I didn't think I could still compete and still win. That's why I do it, I want to 
compete. I'm still -- like everybody here, it's all -- it's relaxed on the Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday pro-ams and stuff, but as soon as you get to Friday morning and the 
bell goes off, ding ding, you're professional golfers. You're proud, you want to compete, you 
want to play. Certainly I'm no different. 
 
Q.  I was going to say, you're one of the guys, you're at the range, have all these 
gadgets, gizmos.   
 
DARREN CLARKE:  Oh, yeah. 
 
Q.  You still really grind? 
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DARREN CLARKE:  Oh, totally. And this week as well, Adrian Rietveld from TaylorMade 
sent me a brand new set of the TaylorMade P7MCs first week in the bag with those irons. 
Obviously he's been looking after me for 15 years, 10 years, whatever it is, but he sent me 
the clubs and I got them a few weeks and I didn't put them in, but I put them into the bag. He 
knows me inside out.  
 
And the guys in the Tour truck here, they tweaked them a little bit, what have you. First week 
in the bag and I win with them. So a lot of it's getting the right equipment, but at the end of 
the day you need a few breaks as well. It's not every week you shoot 62, it's one of those 
sort of things. 
 
Q.  Did you know where you stood going into 18, that you needed to birdie 18? 
 
DARREN CLARKE:  No, I didn't. 
 
Q.  What was the yardage they're coming in? 
 
DARREN CLARKE:  I had 189 flag. My tee ball plugged, just didn't run at all. I had -- no, 
193 flag and I hit 6-iron and I hit it exactly where I was looking right of the flag, just get it 
middle of the green. I figured if somebody made eagle, whatever, good luck, well done. But I 
figured if I have birdie, then I'll have probably win with birdie, so don't be greedy. I'm old, I've 
been in the position quite a lot, so I sort of know what I should be trying to do. 
 
Q.  Bernhard had two late bogeys. 
 
DARREN CLARKE:  Did he? 
 
Q.  That doesn't happen often. 
 
DARREN CLARKE:  The golf course is tricky. You can do that quite easily. You get slightly 
out of position and you're going to struggle. That's Broken Sound. 
 


