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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
October 9, 2020 
 
GENE SAUERS  ( -5) 
 
 
Q.  So, Gene, great playing today. 
 
GENE SAUERS:  Thank you. 
 
Q.  What led to this great start? 
 
GENE SAUERS:  I've been playing good the last month actually. You know, I just make sure 
that I'm not overswinging, just swinging within myself and hitting a lot of good solid shots, 
hitting a lot of them close. Didn't make everything, but I made -- on 17, made a good eagle 
putt there. Thank goodness it hit the hole because it had a little speed to it. These greens 
are really fast this week and you've got to watch yourself. I've been playing good, like I say, 
the last month and I feel good about my game. My putting is coming around and if I get my 
putting going, I'll be right there. 
 
Q.  The weird pace to this season, how have you handled that? 
 
GENE SAUERS:  The pace of the season? 
 
Q.  Yeah, just all the differences and the interruptions. 
 
GENE SAUERS:  Right, yeah, it's been tough. We never knew when we were going to play 
again and all that kind of stuff. Just kind of kept my game in -- didn't really practice hard, just 
kind of kept it around, just kind of kept it in tune a little bit in case we could go play and I 
could go out there and it wouldn't take a week or so to get back together; you know, maybe 
two or three days to get it back together. It's kind of tough to come out. I don't know what to 
expect, and it's a lot different without fans. And I love my food and we don't have as much 
good food as we used to, but we're doing the best we can and it was a good day. 
 
Q.  You had to be patient I guess today, you kind of made your move here in the last 
45 minutes?  
 
GENE SAUERS:  I just kind of stayed there most of the day and I hit a lot of them close, and 
it could have been more, but they just didn't fall, but I hit a lot of good putts. We'll just keep 
going tomorrow and try to do the same thing, try to stay within myself and just concentrate 
on fairways and greens and give myself opportunities. That's what I try to do every week. 
 
Q.  How far was that eagle putt? 
 
GENE SAUERS:  It was probably 20 feet, I think. Had a little breaker right to left. I played 
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probably about a foot out and I kind of told myself right when I was in the middle of that back 
stroke, I was like, "Oh, don't be short," and I gave it a little extra. Thank goodness it went 
dead center because if it didn't go dead center, it might have been five, eight feet by. It was 
cooking. 
 
Q.  There were some balls flying past greens today, as you know. That was part of the 
drill, I guess. 
 
GENE SAUERS:  Right. The golf course is in great shape. Greens are superb, really nice, 
almost like playing Augusta. Thank goodness they don't have all these hills like Augusta 
does. 
  


