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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
October 9, 2020 
 
COREY PAVIN  ( -5) 
 
 
Q.  Corey, great round today. Looking at your scorecard, you birdied the three par 3s. 
Long putts, close shots?  
 
COREY PAVIN:  Well, 3 was a pretty long putt, 35 feet or so. No. 8 was about 15, 17 feet 
and the other one was where? Oh, on 11. No. 11 was probably about a 10-footer, 11-footer, 
something like that. 
 
Q.  Great start. Historically, the last two years at least, you have not played this golf 
course particularly well. What was the difference between today and the last six 
rounds out here? 
 
COREY PAVIN:  That's a good question. If I knew the answer to that, I would have played 
well the other times. I remember I played well here maybe three years ago or four years ago, 
maybe it was five, who knows, but I remember playing really well and having an opportunity 
to win, so I kind of remember those things better than the negative things. 
 
You know, I like this golf course, I really like it with the bermuda greens. I thought with the 
bent greens they were -- it was like dartboards and now you've got to really think about your 
iron shots and what's it going to do once it hits the green. You've got to shape your shots. 
Today I just went out and just tried to play golf and not worry about anything but try to hit my 
golf shots and wherever it went, it went. Just kind of went from there and it worked out okay. 
 
Q.  Had you been playing well coming into this week? Did you feel good rounds 
coming up? 
 
COREY PAVIN:  Have you seen my stats this year? My scoring? It's been a rough year. 
You know, I worked really hard. It's been frustrating obviously to work hard and not play well. 
I just changed a little bit of my attitude, which helped me with my swing actually and just free 
myself up a little bit and not worry about it so much and just go play and not worry about a 
result and just try to hit every shot the best I can and that's it, and not grade myself as I'm 
going around and that helped me a lot.  
 
Q.  Is it hard to make an attitude adjustment as opposed to a swing adjustment, 
because a swing adjustment is very tangible?  
 
COREY PAVIN:  I think -- I don't know, that's a good question because attitude adjustment's 
not hard if you just do it right, but it's tricky because you've got some history built up from 
weeks or months and you just have to flip a switch of some kind. And with the swing, you 
know, you can work on it and work on it, but you've got to be able to just go and play golf 
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and not worry about mechanics.  
 
So they both have their own issues, so I don't know if there's a good answer to that. I think 
they both can be very hard to do and they can both be very easy. Once you do it, it's like, 
gosh, that wasn't that hard and you make it so hard. You just have to have a mindset to just 
go out and be as good as you can be and not worry about what the total is on the card, you 
know, and grade yourself on each particular shot in your head. Did you give it everything you 
had? Did you let yourself play? I haven't been doing that as much and today I tried to do that 
and it worked out pretty well. 
 
Q.  Did you have any particular saves out there today that were notable? 
 
COREY PAVIN:  Yeah, I had a few that were pretty good. Well, a couple anyway. Let me 
see, trying to remember the numbers of the holes. So No. 6 I drove it in the bunker off the 
tee and I tried to hit an aggressive shot out of the bunker and it hit the lip and it didn't go very 
far. So my third shot was an 8-iron and I hit it up there about maybe 12 feet and made that 
for par.  
 
I made a nice par on 16. Didn't hit the best chip, wasn't bad, but the greens were so fast and 
it just ran by and went, I don't know, maybe 15 feet by or something like that and I made that 
putt for par.  So those two were really important.  
 
I made a couple nice four-, five-footers for par, too. You know, I missed a couple birdie putts 
I could have made, too. I guess I shot what I deserved, I don't know --  
 
Q.  I saw the one on 16. 
 
COREY PAVIN:  -- if there's such a thing. 
 
Yeah, 16 was a good one. I made a couple real nice par putts and I had a few birdie putts 
that I could have made. I hit them good, that's what I care about because I kind of hit them 
where I was looking and good speed and they just didn't go in and that's okay. I made a few 
others, so it is what it is. 
 
Q.  With all the attention on the big hitters, it looks like you're usually not one of them. 
 
COREY PAVIN:  What do you mean? I don't understand what you mean. 
 
Q.  Well, at least a small sample size anyway. 
 
COREY PAVIN:  Yeah, it's kind of like when I was on the regular tour and they tested me for 
PEDs and I'm like, "Really? Have you looked at my stats? Have you looked at me?" 
 
So what's your question? 
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Q.  Well, I mean, is that okay? You know the other way to do it, I guess. 
 
COREY PAVIN:  My whole life I've hit it shorter than everybody pretty much, but yeah, 
there's more ways to play golf than just ripping it out there and playing from there. That's 
why the game's so interesting. You have guys that bomb it and you have guys that work the 
ball or hit it shorter, but maybe they're better at their short game or their putting and you can 
make up for it in other places.  
 
It's just tough when you get a player that hits it long and has a great short game and putts 
well, they're very hard to beat. So that's the nature of the game. But I know when I play well 
and I play the best I can, I can compete anywhere at any tournament, any golf course, but I 
have to play well. Those long hitters tend to have a little maybe more margin for error here 
and there, they can overpower a course.  I have to outsmart the course.  
 
How's that for a quote? That was a good quote. 
 
Q.  That was a good one.  
 
COREY PAVIN:  Thank you. I'll be expecting a bonus, some money in my locker or 
something. 
 
Q.  Beer, wine, we'll send it to you. 
 
COREY PAVIN:  Yeah, I don't drink beer actually. 
 
Q.  You've won once I know in North Carolina. Is that the North & South? 
 
COREY PAVIN:  Yeah, I was thinking of a professional event and I was like, I have? Yeah, I 
won North-South Amateur. 
 
Q.  At the time that was -- 
 
COREY PAVIN:  A few years ago, I guess. 
 
Q.  That was a big deal, right? 
 
COREY PAVIN:  It was a huge deal for me. I mean, I was excited to win that. That was 
1981. Yeah, I remember it very well. I actually stayed with Harvie Ward that week. E. Harvie 
Ward.  
 
I remember when I got in the finals, being a 36-hole finals, I obviously asked Harvie for 
advice since he's played quite a few 36-hole matches and he gave me some good advice 
that helped me in my match fairly easily, so it was nice to have him there. I always 
remember that about the North-South Amateur was hanging with Harvie Ward because he's 
a very interesting man And can play some golf, let me tell you. I liked him. 
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Q.  You didn't think someone was going to take you back to '81 today, right? 
 
COREY PAVIN:  I didn't. I'm actually surprised I remember '81 to tell you the truth. 
  


