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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
October 9, 2020 
 
WOODY AUSTIN  ( -6) 
 
 
Q.  Woody, good playing today. 
 
WOODY AUSTIN:  Thanks. 
 
Q.  What led to this good start? 
 
WOODY AUSTIN:  I putted better than I have putted in a long time for the first nine holes. 
First nine holes I looked like Brad Faxon out there today. I didn't hit it real good, then I really 
started to hit some good shots. I mean, I hit all three par 5s in two, so -- and they were all 
close to they were all pretty simple two-putts. But I hit some really bad shots early and I 
made a couple 20-footers for -- well, I made one 20-footer for par and one 12-footer for par 
in the first five holes. I mean, so that kept me in it.  
 
Then I hit a great shot on 7. I had about a 12-footer for eagle and two-putted. Then I made 
about a 15-footer on 9. Then the swing started to come after that and I hit two beautiful -- hit 
a ripped 3-wood into 12 from 2 -- I hit it to 12 feet and made birdie. Then hit some quality 
shots, didn't make any birdies. Hit it on the front of the green on 17, a simple uphill two-putt, 
and then I stuffed it on 18 to about three feet, three, four feet. It was a bad start, but the 
putter kept me in the game. Then I finally started to hit some good shots. 
 
Q.  And you always said that it's about putting? 
 
WOODY AUSTIN:  It really is. I mean, it's just a putting contest. You know, if I putt -- if I 
could putt like that for the rest of my life, I'd be a happy camper. If I putted like that early in 
my career, I would have had a really good career. 
 
Q.  What's it like to -- your first nine, to have the putter kind of save you early? 
 
WOODY AUSTIN:  Oh, it was great. Like I said, you know, I'm the first to admit when I putt 
good. It was an awesome day from that standpoint. Like I said, I did not play good the first 
nine holes. I played No. 7 really good, but the putter kept me in the game, it kept me in the 
game.  
 
Then I finally hit good shots on the back and I finished it off with the last two, knocking it in 
there stiff on the last hole. But it's funny because some days you play really good and you 
can't birdie a par-5 and then today I was struggling but I hit perfect shots on all three par 5s 
and hit them on the green with -- two of them with 3-woods and one with an absolute ripped 
hybrid. It's not like they were playing short.  
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Then there's days when you're playing great and you can't even birdie a par-5. You go, "Oh, 
I shot 5 under, I didn't even birdie a par-5." Well, today flipped the script and I took 
advantage of the par 5s, and then the putter kept me in all the other stuff with not playing so 
solid. 
 
Q.  Do you gain confidence when you kind of make a few putts and think, well, if I just 
start doing the little things right?  
 
WOODY AUSTIN:  Oh, absolutely, because I've always said if I would have been a good 
putter in my career, it would have been a heck of a good career. I had a career, but it wasn't 
a really good career because back when we were playing, you know, putting meant winning. 
That was the difference between winning. Now, you've got to putt good now just to play 
good because everybody can play good now. At least back in the day you could separate 
yourself from tee to green with the way you played. Nowadays you can't, so it's beneficial to 
be -- so now you have to putt good just to compete. Back in the day you had to putt good to 
win. I could compete with anybody back in the day, but I didn't win enough because I never 
putted good enough.  
 
I would tell people all the time, I was Rookie of the Year winning and Top-25 on the Money 
List and I was 140th in putting my rookie year. That's pretty hard to do. You know, like I said, 
that's the thing that was the difference between, like I said, having a great career and having 
just a career. 
  


