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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
October 8, 2020 
 
ERNIE ELS 
 
 
CHRIS RICHARDS:  Ernie, welcome to Cary, North Carolina, the SAS Championship. 
How's your game shaping up right now?  
 
ERNIE ELS:  Well, last time I played it was pretty good. You know, if it wasn't for that short 
little putt, I would have been in another playoff with a chance to win at Pebble Beach. You 
know, two weeks off, I didn't play too much golf my first week off. I played a little bit more 
last week, but down in Florida we had so much rain every single day, so a little bit rusty. But 
looking really forward to playing here at Prestonwood, all ready to go. 
 
CHRIS RICHARDS:  You're making your first way around the schedule. Are you finding a 
rhythm learning these new golf courses on a weekly basis?  
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, it's a little different for me. I'm a pure rookie, green as they come. I 
haven't seen most of the golf courses, which is kind of exciting because you've really got to 
kind of get a feel for what you need to do on certain golf courses and golf holes. 
 
I actually had a ride out last night on a golf cart just to get familiar with the golf course here, 
and then today I play in the pro-am to really get myself familiar with what I have to do. 
 
In many ways it's really exciting because when I play on the other tour, you know, it 
becomes very, I don't want to say boring, but you've seen golf courses so many times and 
there's nothing really exciting about it anymore. 
 
CHRIS RICHARDS:  So does that add to kind of the rejuvenation that you feel coming out 
here as a rookie?  
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, definitely. I mean, I feel -- they're playing golf courses here, we're 
playing this golf course off the tips, but it's not 7,500 yards. I don't know how long this course 
is, maybe 7,100 yards, so you can get to par 5s in two, par 4s aren't killing you too much. It's 
really -- if you're on your game, you can make a score, which is quite exciting. 
 
Q.  As you've gotten out here playing, has it been what you expected? Have you felt 
competitively the juices flowing like you thought or has it been different? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, no, it's been -- I'll tell you this, I think the competition is more than I 
realized. I thought, eh, come in and push these guys around. These guys are -- they're 
shooting under par. If the conditions are right, you'd better be on your game to compete with 
these guys and that's what I found.  
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I've had a pretty nice go so far, I've had one win and quite a few close calls, but to get it 
pushed over the line you have to be really on your game; short game, every aspect of your 
game's got to be on. And a lot of these guys obviously have played a lot of these courses, 
so they're very familiar. 
 
But it's so great to play with these guys. I mean, you know, coming around and seeing the 
faces that I've known, that I've grown up with. I know we've all said it, but it's so true, that 
you want to play with guys that you grew up with, you know. Not saying that I don't want to 
play on the other tour, but it's really comfortable out here and we speak the same language, 
so to speak. And guys help each other out here, which I also remember back in the day. 
 
Q.  Jumping ahead, obviously in November the focus is going to be on the Masters 
like nothing we've ever seen. Have you ever been there in the fall? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  No. If I go back, no. I used to go up there beforehand, maybe the coldest I've 
seen it was maybe an end-of-March trip up there. We've had some cold ones up there in the 
event itself, but we've never had a damp one. I'm just imagining a damp November. 
 
Q.  It happens around here. 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Exactly, and I think damp at Augusta will be totally different than anybody's 
ever seen. So yeah, I think it's going to be a very new experience for everybody. 
 
Q.  And you've always been a long player, but when you look and see what Bryson is 
doing, with the approach, I don't know how much experimenting you've ever done 
through your career, what do you see and what is your takeaway from what he's 
doing? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Well, you know, he's taking advantage of where the game is at the moment. 
Why not? The golf ball's never gone further ever, the clubs we use have never been better, 
technology just keeps going. We've been talking about this for many, many years. You and I, 
a lot of the guys, we've talked about this the last 20, 25 years, and in my play -- but this 
guy's really taken -- you've got guys that are long, Rory, I mean there's so many long guys, 
but this guy's just taken it to another level. I think guys are going to follow. I think guys that 
are already long, to get that extra yardage, there are certain things you have to do. You have 
to change your swing a little bit because it's more like a long driving contest. Those guys, the 
way they swing and the way they bulk up to get the speed, this is basically what Bryson's 
done, maybe in a smaller way. I think Bryson can go even further, you know. You start going 
with longer driver shafts, there's many ways to still get even longer, so I think that's where 
it's going. 
  


