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ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
October 30, 2020      
 
JIM FURYK  ( -8) 
 
  
Q.  Another great round from you today on Champs. What was going through your 
mindset kind of as you started to grind towards the end here? 
 
JIM FURYK:  You know, I had -- the early part of the round I hit the ball really solid. I had a 
lot of good opportunities, a lot of short birdie putts, five birdies through the first eight holes, 
and then that kind of 9, 10, 11, 12 stretch, not my best golf, but kind of escaped with some 
pars. Had one horseshoe at 10, but escaped with pars at 11 and 12 and I think those kind of 
just got me a little settled down. The birdie at 13 helped, and really that closing stretch is 
pretty tough. So just trying to put the ball on the fairway, put the ball on the green, give 
myself some looks and probably did my best putting there on the back nine and knocked in 
some putts that had a little bit of length to them, 10, 15, 20 feet. 
 
Q.  Do you get a sense, Jim, that with not a whole lot of wind and low scores that 
come Sunday this is going to be a tournament that's going to be won in the upper 
teens or something like that? 
 
JIM FURYK:  We'll see. I mean, I think the wind's coming. I was really -- looking at the 
forecast today, it was supposed to be pretty calm for our front nine and then the fan was 
supposed to turn on, it just never got here. So I guess that rain, the storm, what's coming got 
here a little bit late. I still think we're supposed to get some rain this evening from what I 
heard inside and the golf course is already very soft, so ball's not chasing out a lot off the 
tee. The greens are very receptive, I think that's why you see scoring so good. Guys can 
kind of fire at the pin and hold the ball there.  
 
With a little bit of wind and this place firm and fast, it would be a little different golf course. 
You'd have to respect a lot of slopes on the greens and it would be a lot tougher to get the 
ball in play off the tee and close to the pin. So right now scoring's good because it's soft. I 
think if we get -- I haven't seen it really dry up too much all week considering we haven't had 
any rain, so if we get some more tonight, I think it's going to be pretty soft the rest of the 
week. 
 
Q.  Jim, other than the par 5s, a pretty tight round. Just --  
 
JIM FURYK:  Yeah, actually I played all the par 5s well except for -- I didn't really play 11 
bad, I just hit a poor bunker shot. I knocked it on -- I think they have my card wrong on 1. I 
knocked it on on 1 in two and two-putted for birdie. Same thing at 18, made those two 
birdies. Played 6 really well, I hit a good drive and it was just out of range of going for it. Hit a 
beautiful wedge in there about six feet and hit a good putt, it just didn't go in.  
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And then 11, I hit kind of a drive out to the right, I was trying to hit it up short left of the green 
to kind of get that angle and I hit a driver off the deck and just kind of hung it right in that 
bunker, and then hit the first one thin over the green, hit the second one fat, ended up 
making about, I don't know, 18-footer for par, so kind of escaped. That was the one where I 
really felt like I stole one. 
 
Q.  Jim, can I just ask you one question about Holden? You and I talked a little bit 
about it a couple days ago. Just overall from an experience standpoint, what was that 
like for you to do that? 
 
JIM FURYK:  I was appreciative to get the invite. I think you don't know what to expect. I 
didn't know Holden, I had never met him before and I think in my mind I was trying to get 
ready for -- I'm trying to go back to my kids and at 3 years old, what were they thinking, what 
were they doing, how do you entertain a 3-year-old, how do you have fun.  
 
I brought some stuff with me, some golf balls, a flag, a hat, and I knew Holden really liked to 
hit balls and we were going to go down to the teaching center and I was going to get a 
chance to see his action. It was cute. He kind of uses -- a lot of times he uses like a range 
bucket or something that's, we'll say, bum height to kind of lean against and make a swing. 
Enjoys golf.  
 
It's amazing the family with his brother and sister there, mom and dad, it's amazing what that 
family's gone through. Very difficult when you think about it. 
 
The little time, as I said, that was kind of on the video that was made by Entertainment, the 
little bit that I did have a chance to be around Holden, I saw how special he was. I saw how 
blessed his family is to have him and, you know, hopefully he proves the doctors wrong and 
hopefully they have a lot more time with him. But, you know, they're blessed with the time 
that they have to share with him. And I saw his mom say, "Every day's Holden's day. We do 
whatever he wants to do." They're so thankful for the time they've had. 
 


