
 

                                                                             Tee-Scripts.com 
 

1 

ROUND 1 INTERVIEW  
October 30, 2020      
 
JOHN DALY  ( -8) 
 
  
Q.  JD, career-best round out here on Champs, incredible. How did it feel? 
 
JOHN DALY:  I wasn't really thinking about that. I mean, it just seemed like the pace of play 
was really slow, but when you look at it time-wise, it wasn't. This course, when you can drive 
some of the par 4s and you've got a lot of par 5s you can get to, it makes it feel like it was 
very slow out there. 
 
No, I just hit it really good. The bad drives that I did hit, I could find it, hit it. I just putted 
really, really good. I think I made like an eagle and nine birdies or 10 birdies and two bogeys, 
I don't know. I haven't done that in a long time.  
 
But the putter felt really, really good today and these greens are so good that if you get on a 
little roll, it helps. You could see by the scores, a lot of low scores today. 
 
Q.  How much does it play into your mindset -- obviously you have a lot going on in 
the personal side of your life. Does that help you kind of clear your mind and just go 
out and play fun golf? 
 
JOHN DALY:  Yeah, I mean, staying busy doing Zoom calls and cameos and just kind of 
staying busy, you know, just trying to keep it off my mind. I've got about another, I guess 
about another month before I've got to go do it again. I've just got to keep doing what I'm 
doing and got to keep living. I can't just stop. The more busy I stay, the better I am, but I've 
just got to pace myself. 
 
Q.  Could you just give us a health update, where you are? 
 
JOHN DALY:  About the same. Just tired all the time, just something the doc told me I'd be. 
Trying to drink the right stuff, but it's hard to take Diet Coke away from me. I was proud of 
myself, I only smoked six cigarettes today. Usually I smoke about a pack and a half, so I was 
proud of myself because usually I smoke a lot more on the course than I do off. I'm trying to 
cut back, but hell, who knows. Can't quit instantly. 
 
Q.  Jon, you haven't had a win in a while, (inaudible). 
 
JOHN DALY:  I'm not even thinking about that. It was just a great day. There's so many 
good players out here and the scores are going to be low if the golf course stays as good as 
it is. The only thing, the wind could pick up, that could change a little bit. If it stays like this, 
it's not easy to go out and shoot 8 under, but I like the way I'm hitting it. Just got to like pace 
myself, take my time and hopefully -- basically, if you lead putting in a week on this tour, 
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top-5, you've got a good chance to win. It's all about the putting. 
 
Q.  Your music is such a big part of your life. I would imagine in the last few months 
music is maybe something that's been getting you through. What have you been 
listening to or doing that's kind of cheering your spirits up? 
 
JOHN DALY:  Well, I'm actually cutting a new album. I've cut four songs at Mucho Love in 
Nashville, so I've been hanging out in Nashville. A lot of my buddies are writing with me. Me 
and Dan Samilski (sp?) just wrote one and I want to get 12 on there, so it probably won't get 
done until about October next year. But it's cool we laid four down, so that's keeping me 
busy as well. 
 
Q.  I know you're such a popular figure in the sport and draw big galleries. Do you 
usually feed off them, and if you do, is it much different? 
 
JOHN DALY:  Oh, it would have been crazy out here if we had a lot of fans, but I had -- we 
had the title sponsor out here watching me, Jason and Kevin and Donnie and the guys who I 
played in the pro-am with yesterday, so hopefully they're happy. 
 
No, it's weird, it's weird not seeing grandstands, you know, on 16, 17 and 18 because a lot of 
those holes we pinpoint the sponsor's name, cut it in or draw it in. Now, 18 there's nothing to 
aim at, you've just got to kind of guess because you get so used to it. It's tough playing 
without them, but I just thank God we can play. 
 
Q.  How did you hit on 18? 
 
JOHN DALY:  I hit a driver, 7-iron to about 12 feet, made the putt. 
 
Q.  How many drivers do you think you hit today? 
 
JOHN DALY:  I probably hit just about as many 3-woods. I would say seven and seven, 
seven drivers, seven 3-woods. 
 
Q.  JD, people seem to love the beard. Do you love it, too? 
 
JOHN DALY:  Everybody seems to love it except my kids. My older ones, Shynah and 
Sierra love it, but the little John and (inaudible) don't like it too much, but that's all right. 
 
Q.  Is it still going to stay until you beat the cancer? 
 
JOHN DALY:  Oh, yeah. If it gets too bad I might have to trim it a little bit, but I'm going to 
have to keep it. May be down to the ground before this thing gets over with, but that means 
I'm still living. 
 
Q.  John, one of the cool things, we had Scott Parel over here and he said all the guys 
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are really rooting for you and I know when you put stuff up on social media there's a 
flood of fans that come out saying, hey, we're rooting for you, JD, we love you. What 
does that sort of support means to you? 
 
JOHN DALY:  Oh, the players, the caddies, they're awesome. They've been great. 
 


