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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
October 29, 2020      
 
JIM FURYK 
 
  
Q.  What's this been like for you so far on this tour? A whole bunch of rookies here 
impressing everyone, including yourself.  
 
JIM FURYK:  It's been fun. I've enjoyed -- I don't know, I've enjoyed playing the Champions 
Tour, to be honest with you. I feel like I'll play a handful of PGA TOUR events next year, but 
I think this is kind of my home.  
 
And I've enjoyed being around some old friends, I've enjoyed playing golf courses that aren't 
7,600 yards. I think we're at 6,800 this week, but seems like 7,000's kind of a good average 
out here. It's a good spot for me these days and it's been fun. I've played four events and 
I've kind of been in the hunt three times, so it's been nice kind of getting the juices flowing 
and having chances to win golf tournaments. 
 
Q.  Some of the guys have told me, like Els and Weir, that it's kind of rejuvenated their 
excitement for the game a little bit. How has that been for you? Do you find it's kind of 
a new exciting chapter that's changed the way you prepare maybe? 
 
JIM FURYK:  Yeah. I think we all have pride, right? We all had -- if you're out here on the 
Champions Tour, you had a successful career. And I feel like the game has evolved, it's 
changed the way -- the style that's being played on the PGA TOUR is kind of different than 
what we grew up with.  
 
It's kind of nice, as I said, to come out here, see a 7,000-yard golf course, kind of think 
fairways and greens. I've gotten to know my 8-, 9-iron and wedge again. I kind of lost touch 
with them for years. Me and the 4-iron have been pretty close, I don't like him very much 
anyway.  
 
It's been good and I think it is, it is a bit of a fresh start, as Ernie and Mike said. It's 
something to be excited about and I think I found myself working very hard this year in kind 
of trying to prep my game and get ready and I'm sure they're doing the same thing. 
 
Q.  Are there some faces out there, some personalities that you haven't had a chance 
to experience? You talked about your clubs a little bit, but are there people who you 
haven't seen in years who you're seeing more of? 
 
JIM FURYK:  Well, there are. I have some good friends I don't get a chance to see, like Jeff 
Sluman or Jay Haas, very often and now on a weekly basis when I play I get a chance to 
chat with them and talk. I miss some old friends that once they turned 50, kind of left the 
PGA TOUR. Considering we don't live in the same areas, I don't see them very often. Nice 
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to be back out and see the guys and really just -- it's a little bit of a second lease. We all 
have to be very fortunate -- we're fortunate to be playing golf for a living right now and what's 
going on in the world. We're fortunate the PGA TOUR's done a great job and, you know, the 
Champions Tour's, kind of that second lease on life for a lot of folks.  
 
I'm just kind of getting my feet wet. I've played four events now. My wife and I are hosting an 
event in Jacksonville, so we're really excited about that. I'm getting little pointers from all the 
events of things that I like and kind of pick and choose the best things that we see and try to 
adapt those and put those into our event. 
 
Q.  Jim, what's it like to see a guy like Bernhard Langer, such a great player for a long 
time, come out here and show that ability again to start winning and having a chance 
every week? 
 
JIM FURYK:  It's been fun. Like I said, he's got a lot of pride. He's had a heck of a career, a 
Hall of Fame career, first ballot, and he came back out. I know he's working hard because 
he wants to -- the theory that everyone's inside drinking a beer and a glass of wine and 
bullshitting has kind of gone out the window. Go to that practice tee and it's pretty full most 
days and guys are working on their games and I think having a lot of fun doing it. 
 
Q.  When you think the Masters, Augusta National, what are some of your favorite 
cherished memories that come to your head? Is there anything that sticks out for 
you? 
 
JIM FURYK:  It's just a unique event. The only major championship that's played on the 
same course, and they do things a little different at Augusta. It's just a beautiful place, down 
to the concession stand to getting a sandwich, a beer and a bag of chips for five or six bucks 
instead of 20 to just the golf course itself. It doesn't look like anything else we play 
throughout the year.  
 
So it's an exciting event. I'll miss playing there, I'll say that. I'm really interested to see what it 
looks like in November. Can they get it firm and fast enough, will it be similar to April or will 
we see kind of a different style golf course.  
 
But always a place, if you grew up in the north like I did, that was kind of the start of the golf 
season, Masters came around, April, you could have great weather, you could be in shorts 
or it could still be cold. Didn't really know what you were getting, but it was the start of the 
golf season and something always to look forward to as a kid. And then when I was able to 
play in the Masters, something I really looked forward to as a golf professional. 
 
Q.  Is there a (inaudible) in November? 
 
JIM FURYK:  I love the 5s on the back. I've never played a 600-yard par 5 that I thought 
was a great hole and both of those holes are relatively on the shorter side. They're 
reachable, they're risk-reward. Guys make 3s and guys make 7s and I think it just makes for 
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an exciting -- those two holes on the back nine, I realize 11's tough, 12's exciting as well, a 
lot can happen, but 13 and 15 you can have the greatest opportunity for swings and shots. 
You could have basically a four-shot swing off of a double bogey or an eagle that are very 
realistic on both holes. Makes that back nine and I think that makes an exciting par 5. 
 


