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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
October 29, 2020      
 
ERNIE ELS 
 
  
Q.  Ernie, welcome to Boca Raton and the TimberTech Championship. What are your 
first impressions of the golf course? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, like many I've played this year, this is the first time I'm seeing this golf 
course, so I'm excited to play. 
 
Obviously living in the area, there's been a lot of rain around so the place is very, very wet, 
but they've done a very good job, the greens are running nicely, obviously holding nicely on 
the greens. The course is playing very long just because there's no run at all. But hopefully if 
it stays dry, I think there's maybe a storm coming tomorrow, it should be a good week. I see 
the wind's going to switch a little out of the north, northeast, so that will be a little different, 
but always good to play at home. 
 
Q.  How much fun is golf for you right now? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Well, you know, the last couple years on the regular tour I didn't have fun. You 
saw me out there. So yeah, I was struggling physically and so forth, but now I'm playing out 
here and I'm playing with a lot of big group of guys that I played a lot of golf with for many 
years, so that's really cool. And we're playing golf courses that I kind of play at my club. 
we're not playing golf courses that are very, very long or high rough or stuff like that, so you 
can actually play almost normal golf, which is nice. 
 
Q.  How exciting has it been to kind of -- I guess I don't think you played a course this 
year that you were familiar with, right? What's it like to play a new, different, 
untouched-by-Ernie-Els course every week now? Is that exciting for you? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  It really is. I really feel like a rookie again at 51. I just turned 51 and I'm going 
places I've never been to in this country. For so long of playing the regular tour normal 
stops, I've never been to Sioux Falls, I've never been to Richmond, Virginia, never been to 
Cary, North Carolina. I mean, the list goes on and on. We did go to Pebble Beach where I've 
obviously been, but for the most part I'm playing new golf courses everywhere and it's nice 
to get familiar with it again. I'm playing more practice rounds where if I knew a course, I 
wouldn't play more than one practice round. I'm putting a bit more time in, which is kind of 
nice. 
 
Q.  You've always been a feel player. Does your feel and creativity come out playing 
courses that you haven't played year after year? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  Yeah, definitely. I think the way the guys play out here, we play with a bit more 
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feel, as you say. Obviously we play to numbers, we're pretty good hitting to our numbers, but 
we're not going to the lengths where they go on the regular tour. So we play more with 
shots, we club down and we'll play a little cut shot in or hook shot in. Definitely this is more 
old-school golf, stuff that I'm used to, so it's really exciting. 
 
Q.  Do you have a single most favorite -- what reflection of Augusta National comes to 
mind for you? Is there a memory that you remember most from the Masters? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  The best memory I can tell you was my very first week, my very first year at 
Augusta. The rest of them have been very disappointing. (Laughs.) 
 
I've had great times up there meeting the members, getting to know the membership. I've 
gone up there to play practice rounds before Augusta and used to phone up members and 
they all would be so accommodating and helpful. The whole thing is just great. It's just that 
particular golf course never really gave me a lot and I miss going up there, but not winning 
that event stings and it will always stings, but I'm not going to miss it anymore, no. 
 
Q.  Have you ever gone up in the fall? 
 
ERNIE ELS:  No, no, I've never played there in the fall. Only around April, March. We played 
it in very wet conditions and I'm just thinking the fall's going to be cold and long. I'm pretty 
much happy where I'm going to be playing at Phoenix next week. 
 


