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PRE-TOURNAMENT INTERVIEW  
October 28, 2020      
 
BERNHARD LANGER 
 
  
Q.  Bernhard, welcome to the TimberTech Championship, a tournament you have 
won twice, and it's your hometown event.  How much do you look forward to 
playing this tournament here in Boca Raton?  
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  It's definitely one of my favorites.  As a Tour member, you 
travel all year long and all your life.  So it's very special when you get to stay home and 
work at the same time, have some home-cooked meals, sleep in your own bed, and 
have a lots of friends and family, usually.  That's not going to happen this week because 
we are not having spectators, but hopefully next year we will be back to some normal. 
 
Q.  How has it been -- we have kind of gotten in a rhythm out here.  This season, 
took a little break.  Is it nice to get into rhythm and to play tournament golf on a 
regular basis again? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Absolutely.  We are very happy and grateful that we can be out 
here doing what we're doing.  And golf is very safe.  It lends itself with the outside 
environment, and we don't have to tackle each other or kick each other, or whatever 
they do in other sports.  We can social distance and be very safe.  And the Tour has 
done a phenomenal job creating the bubble.  We have had thousands of tests and very, 
very few have come back positive.  So congrats to the Tour and what they are doing.  
And I think we are heading in the right direction. 
 
Q.  What does it mean to you -- (inaudible) rookies who seem to be on fire.  What's 
that like every year, to have this new flock of motivated guys who are just turning 
50, to have to up your game even more to try to, like -- 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, it happens on every tour.  On the regular tour, there's 
young guys coming out of college.  On our Tour, they are turning 50.  And it's just part of 
life.  But this year's rookie class has been exceptional.  They are mostly major winners, 
from Mickelson, Furyk, Ernie Els, Mike Weir, KJ Choi, on and on you go.  They are all 
very established players, have phenomenal careers on the regular tour, and they are 
going to have -- certainly make a big impact on this tour, I would say. 
 
But me personally, it's great to see them out here, but it's going to be a little bit harder to 
win, like it is every few months when new guys come out. 
 
Q.  Is it -- can you talk to me a little bit about how special it is each time you are 
defending a title?  And in this case I'm sure an extra layer of being special 
because having the comforts of home as well. 
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BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, you got that right.  It was a great win last week for me.  
And my oldest daughter was on the bag.  She had never won with me caddying, so that 
was another reason to celebrate.  And in front of the home crowd, family and friends, 
makes it that much more special, as you say.  But depending -- any tournament is cool, 
because you are comfortable with the golf course, you know you have done well there 
before, and so there is no reason why not have another good week. 
 
Q.  Bernhard, obviously, it's a wraparound season, but is there anything to 
wanting to end 2020 with the flu, and caddy and to be No. 1 at the end of 2020?  Is 
there anything to that? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, it's always a good thing to have that little bit, the Charles 
Schwab bib on your caddie's back, because that means you're out there and the others 
have to chase.  So I think that's something every player is trying to achieve, but it's 
going to be another year from this week, or a couple weeks from now, so it's going to be 
a long season next season.  Hopefully we are back 100 percent and we are not losing 
any more events.  And so there's lots to play for and many weeks to go.  But, yes, I 
would rather be in front than way behind. 
 
Q.  How strange do you think it will be competing at Augusta in November?  I 
know you have got the short-term goal here, but I'm sure you're always gearing up 
for the Masters, but you're never doing that in October, so how strange is that to 
you? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  It's going to be very strange not having any spectators, not 
having any bleachers or maybe not even ropes.  The golf course will look different just 
from a visual standpoint.  And then I think the course may play different, too, because 
it's probably going to be colder temperatures, so the ball doesn't travel as far.  And if it's 
wet, it's not going to roll anywhere, either.  So it could really favor the long hitters more 
so than it usually does. 
 
Q.  Is this sort of the beginning of maybe a three-week pretty, you know, 
interesting stretch here, coming up to the Masters? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, for me it's three weeks that are intense and meaningful, 
playing here at home at the TimberTech Championship, and then going to the Schwab 
tournament in Phoenix, where we usually have our final event.  And then the Masters.  
So those three tournaments are all important to me, and I will -- I have worked very hard 
the last couple of weeks to get my game in shape and hopefully finish the season 
strongly. 
 
Q.  The memories for us are you getting the job done (inaudible) but can you 
share with us maybe a Masters memory that you cherish that we may not know 
about?  Is there anything that stands out, or just generally being there every year, 
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what do you -- what do you soak in the most? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Well, there's many memories from the Masters.  This is my 
37th Masters, I think, this year.  Maybe the most memorable for me, and I don't know if 
you heard it before or not, my second one was on Easter Sunday.  So I didn't just win 
the Masters and the green jacket, but I could also celebrate the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, which was very meaningful to me at that time in my life, and still is. 
 
Q.  All right.  Who are you playing with today? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Nobody.  With myself.  But don't take that the wrong way.  No, 
I'm not playing today, I'm playing tomorrow. 
 
Q.  Oh, you are?  
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah. 
 
Q.  Do you know who you are playing with tomorrow in the pro --   
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  I have not seen the draw, so I'm sorry, I can't help you with that 
answer. 
 
Q.  That's okay.  
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  But it probably is a draw.  I mean -- 
 
Q.  The amateur draw? 
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah.  You can find that somewhere. 
 
Q.  Thank you so much.  
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Yeah, you're welcome. 
 
Q.  Nice to see you.  
 
BERNHARD LANGER:  Nice to see everybody.   
 


