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DEREK HITCHNER 
 
 
Q.  Here with Derek Hitchner of Pepperdine. Derek, Joe just took care of the first point 
and you nabbed the second literally moments later. How's that feel to be one point 
away from a win? 
 
DEREK HITCHNER:  It's awesome. Yeah, it's a great start for the team. I had no idea Joe 
was playing that well, so that's awesome to hear. Yeah, no, it's great to just be in one of the 
first matches and be able to get a point for the team pretty early. 
 
Q.  When you're playing match play, do you like being out in front and being that guy 
to kind of set the tone, set the pace for your team? 
 
DEREK HITCHNER:  Yeah, I can see both sides of it because it's a little disconcerting 
sometimes to kind of have a narrow lead, but then again you have to realize that you're 
playing well to be in that position and just have to kind of continue to do that and just keep 
capitalizing on opportunities. 
 
Q.  You guys seem like you're a team that you want to get out in front and then hold 
that lead, you want to be aggressive, start early, start hot and then just kind of 
maintain that all the way through. Is that your strategy? 
 
DEREK HITCHNER:  I would say so, yeah, yeah. I mean, it's certainly -- it's a better position 
to play from. Obviously it's not easy to do, but you just kind of have to focus on your own 
game and hopefully the shots take care of themselves. 
 
Q.  You got off to a very hot start yesterday of winning the first couple holes and then 
you kind of jumped on 13, 14 and rode it out to the end. Today Logan and you kind of 
battled a little bit more, it was a little bit of a closer match. What was the difference 
there? What was the mentality, mindset switch there that you had to lock in to win a 
close match like this? 
 
DEREK HITCHNER:  Sure, yeah, yeah. I was up probably 2 or 3 most of the match, but it 
felt really close just because Logan had a ton of putts that just burned the edge, so felt like 
he could have easily been just kind of right where I was. Yeah, I just had to realize that I 
don't have any room for error and I just have to keep playing well and just trying to take 
advantage of any birdie looks I got basically. 
 
Q.  Now, obviously you guys know coming in this Logan was the Big 12 September 
Golfer of the Month, so was there any kind of extra adrenaline when you saw your 
name get slated next to his, like all right, I've got a chance to take this guy down, and 



 

                                                                             Tee-Scripts.com 
 

2 

then you ultimately do it? 
 
DEREK HITCHNER:  Of course, for sure. He's a great player and I was just trying to cherish 
the opportunity. It's also awesome being the first out to try to establish the first point. Yeah, I 
just viewed it as a really valuable opportunity and I'm glad it worked out. 
 
Q.  Three days here at East Lake, you obviously performed very well, your team 
performed very well, close to a championship victory. Just your thoughts on the 
experience? 
 
DEREK HITCHNER:  Yeah, it's awesome. This is my first time here and the place is 
unbelievable. Just such a cool tournament experience, too. I'm just really glad I was able to 
make the trip and be here. 
  


