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Q.  Joe, well, for starters today, a different day than Monday and Tuesday, pretty 
soggy out here. How did that affect things? 
 
JOE HIGHSMITH:  Yeah, for sure. It was a little wet this morning. I was kind of struggling to 
hold onto the club on the range, my grips were getting damp and I was a little worried about 
that, but once we got out there, it really wasn't too bad. The light drizzle stopped and the ball 
was going short and the fairways were soft and stuff, but it played pretty easy today. 
 
Q.  You just said it played pretty easy. This is not an easy golf course. You made it 
your playground the last couple days. What have you done so well this week at East 
Lake? 
 
JOE HIGHSMITH:  Yeah, for sure. I think I've done a pretty good job just managing my way 
around the course, missing in the right spots. I've driven it pretty well all week, which makes 
it nice. The hard thing I think is really playing from the rough out here, the bermuda's pretty 
thick and really hard to control the ball. So if you get it in the fairway, I think it's not too bad if 
you kind of know where you're going and where to miss it.  
 
Q.  You mentioned the mental game to me yesterday, Coach Beard said the same 
thing after the matches were drawn. Is that something you guys work on as a team or 
talk about, because it seems pretty present in the mindset?  
 
JOE HIGHSMITH:  Yeah, for sure. Coach has done a really good job helping us with just 
kind of an overall mentality of making sure that we're kind of staying aggressive and 
committed and not being fearful on the golf course is kind of a big thing that we stand for at 
Pepperdine. So kind of that mindset out here has really worked well and it seems like we're 
doing well today. 
 
Q.  Yeah, you've got the first big point up on your board. How big is that to go for your 
team to maybe try and clinch the Cup? 
 
JOE HIGHSMITH:  For sure, that's huge. Sounds like we're in a good spot. I knew today I 
was going to have a tough match with Patrick, and he didn't have his A-game today, but it 
was nice to be able to play well and get that point. I think that Oklahoma's obviously a 
world-class team, so if we can get a few more I think we'll be in a good spot. 
 
 


