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Q.  Head coach John Fields from Texas. Coach, like we were just talking about, a 
whale of a performance. You guys really came out and showed what Texas golf's all 
about. 
 
JOHN FIELDS:  Yeah, our guys definitely had a good day today, no question about it. We 
were very close yesterday. Truth be known, we shot even par out here the first day in the 
qualifier, we just got outplayed. If it had been a three-round tournament, I think the story 
might have been different. Yesterday Oklahoma got the best of us, especially coming in. It 
was kind of very difficult to take, but I was very proud of our guys today for coming out here 
and giving ourselves an opportunity to actually have a special day. 
 
Q.  Was there any toughness or blockage for your guys to get up for a consolation? 
You're still playing at East Lake, it's still a tough course and you're playing a team in 
your conference. 
 
JOHN FIELDS:  No. We know Texas Tech is really good. It's funny, I got a really neat note 
from my athletic director, Chris Del Conte, last night and he said, "This is a team that you're 
playing tomorrow that you might see at the National Championship, why don't you go out 
there and make it a National Championship round."  
 
And we talked about that last night and the guys came out firing and playing really well. I 
have a lot of respect for Greg Sands, the coach at Texas Tech, certainly Ryan Hybl at 
Oklahoma, Alan Bratton at Oklahoma State, Mike McGuire at Baylor. There's five top-10 
teams in the Big 12 right now and we're one of them.  
 
And then certainly Michael Beard and his team, Pepperdine, congratulations to them. They 
got us this time. We sure would like to play them sometime, maybe we'll get our wish. They 
say be careful what you wish for, you might just get it.  
 
But I'm really happy with our guys, and this was an outstanding, incredible golf tournament. 
East Lake is a formidable golf course and it definitely will make our team better. 
 
Q.  Who surprised you the most this week on your team? 
 
JOHN FIELDS:  Nobody really surprised me. We've been kind of frustrated the way we've 
been playing. It just seems like we just come up a little bit short in each of the four 
tournaments that we played in this year.  
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I told the guys we're not frustrated in them, we're just frustrated for them because we know 
we have a really fine team and yet we haven't gotten what we want.  
 
So got a lot of fire going into this spring. We'll take a few days off here and get right 
academically, but I really thought that all of our guys pound for pound are just kind of 
climbing into where we're going to be as a great team in the spring. 
 
Q.  Do you think having that extra edge, something to prove a little bit and maybe 
being a little bit underrated going into the spring actually helps your team because 
you might be a little under the radar and all of a sudden you can just take off? 
 
JOHN FIELDS:  It is. Now, there's three guys on this team that finished runner-up in the 
National Championship in 2019, that's Cole Hammer, Parker Coody and Pierceson Coody. 
There will be two other guys, either the two that are here, Travis Vick and Chris Bring, 
maybe another guy, that will be at that National Championship.  
 
I think everybody knows that Texas golf is alive and well, but I also think that there are some 
great teams that are going to have their say this year. We're looking forward to the 
competition, we're looking forward to the opportunity to compete with teams like Pepperdine, 
Oklahoma, Oklahoma State, Baylor, Texas Tech, and Georgia is really good this year, 
Alabama's better. There's so many good teams, so it's exciting. College golf will be back in 
the spring and it will be a shootout when we get to Phoenix. 
 
Q.  Last one for you. How impressive was Cole Hammer this week. Goodness, he had, 
what, like 7 & 6 yesterday and today he comes out and plays really, really well again. 
He was phenomenal. 
 
JOHN FIELDS:  Yeah, but for the first nine holes that he played where he just -- it's like the 
light switch was off. When he made the turn after the first nine holes in the medal play, from 
then on his golf was pretty spectacular. 
 
He's still not hitting it the way that he wants to hit it and he's not totally in, but he got closer to 
being in a little bit of a zone and he hadn't been there for a while and he's looking for it. I'm 
hoping he finds it. I want him to find it. And when he does, it's going to make us a lot better. 
  


