
 

                                                                             Tee-Scripts.com 
 

1 

Men’s Division  
28 October 2020      
 
MICHAEL BEARD 
 
 
Q.  Coach Michael Beard of Pepperdine, No. 1 in March when things went silent, No. 1 
here at East Lake. How does that feel?  
 
MICHAEL BEARD:  It feels great. I mean, obviously there are a lot of teams that haven't 
been able to play in the fall, so we'll take the No. 1.  
 
Oklahoma's extremely talented and very good, a super team I would say for them, but to be 
able to come here all the way across the country and play against three of the best teams 
around, really impressive and so proud of our guys. 
 
Q.  A couple more great performances today from Hitchner and Highsmith, and you 
saw that yesterday, too. They rolled, they got you on the board and they put you in a 
great position to win. 
 
MICHAEL BEARD:  Yeah, I think you're right, those are the two key players for us. Joe 
played very solid yesterday and today and just never really let up.  
 
And then with Derek, I didn't get to see too many shots with Derek, but Blaine was there and 
just something came out of him. He was just a different guy, he had that edge. Usually a 
very soft-spoken kid and I don't think he -- he just didn't want to lose. 
 
Q.  Does match play bring that out in all your guys? 
 
MICHAEL BEARD:  I guess so. I'm still learning. Each year's a little different and we haven't 
done a ton of match play, but we have done some competitions at home. So I would say that 
more than anything, just competition does with our guys. You know, if they have -- if they've 
going up against someone, then they're going to find a way to compete. Not saying they'll 
always win, but they'll be there to compete. 
 
Q.  Dylan Menante in the back end again finishing it off today. How confident are you 
with him as the anchor and you know he's going to get it done? 
 
MICHAEL BEARD:  Yeah, I mean, I don't know if there's anyone playing better right now 
than Dylan in the country. I think he's extremely confident and he has a great way about him 
on the course. I walked with him for two rounds last week in Dallas at the Maridoe event and 
he's extremely mature with processing the numbers and going through the steps. Seems to 
look at every shot with equal value. I think that's why he is where he is right now. He's 
obviously swinging well and just has a great head on his shoulders, so yeah, he's going to 
be hard to beat at this moment. 
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Q.  What's the biggest takeaway that you'll bring from this tournament and this fall 
into the spring with your guys? 
 
MICHAEL BEARD:  Well, I think a lot of people say that it is difficult to come from the west 
coast to play over here. I think we proved that last week at Maridoe, but then also this week 
here at East Lake. Bermudagrass, we don't get to see that much, this kind of rough where 
we are. Fairways are perfect here and these greens were perfect, but just to be able to -- I 
would say just to adapt to what is here, I think that is really important for our guys to see that 
it doesn't have to be in California for us to play well, or anywhere on the west coast. I think 
that was big for us this week. 
 
And then just the match play component. I think to be able to know that we can win and we 
proved it before in match play, I think this is going to go a long way not only for our team but 
for the individual guys. A guy like Derek, you know, and Joe to maybe have a different 
perspective or attitude about how they play match play, I think that's what's really going to be 
valuable for us going forward. 
 
Q.  How valuable is it to play a team like Oklahoma? You said they're a superstar 
team. You're probably going to see them again down the road in the NCAA 
Championships. I mean, how valuable is it to get that experience and know that you 
guys have got one under your belt already? 
 
MICHAEL BEARD:  Yeah, we don't know what's going to happen in the spring, but it sure 
would be nice. I mean, it's not easy to make match play to begin with, but to be able to get a 
win on Oklahoma this week, I think that -- I think they have a little bit more experience with 
match play, so I just think it brings the belief or confidence level to our team when and if that 
does happen here in the spring 
  


