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DEREK HITCHNER 
 
 
Q.  Derek, nice playing today. You led right from the start, never gave up. What did 
you do so well today? 
 
DEREK HITCHNER:  Yeah, just kind of kept the ball in front of me, and then once I had 
opportunities on the green, just tried to do my best to capitalize and ended up doing that. 
Just felt like I rolled it pretty well and yeah, just made a lot of birdies. Yeah, felt pretty good 
overall. 
 
Q.  You were one of the first guys out. What's it mean to you to get a point up there for 
your team and have a match up there so early? 
 
DEREK HITCHNER:  It's awesome to just be in that position where it really feels like I'm 
trying to set the tone along with RJ, who's just in front of me. Yeah, it means a lot to be in 
that position and I'm glad to have come through for the team. 
 
Q.  You shot a 1 under yesterday and then dominated today. This is not an easy golf 
course, but you're making it look easy. What is it about your game that suits East 
Lake so well, or what is it that you've done so well this week to allow you to play that 
great? 
 
DEREK HITCHNER:  It doesn't feel easy. Hitting the fairways is so critical and I feel like I've 
missed a couple here and there, but when I've been out of position, I've just kind of 
managed it well and just been in a position to make pars and kind of limit the damage. Once 
I have opportunities, really capitalize as much as I can. I attribute that to pretty good putting, 
it's been a huge aid for me this week. 
 
Q.  Nothing finalized yet, but now you guys might be in the championship match 
tomorrow. What would that mean to play for a title here at East Lake? 
 
DEREK HITCHNER:  That would be awesome, yeah. We've had this tournament circled on 
the calendar for a while, so yeah, that would be just a huge opportunity for us and we're 
really excited for that. Hopefully it happens. Looks like we're doing okay now, so it would be 
awesome. 
  


