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Q.  Joe, you never trailed in the match and came out firing from the start. What 
worked for you today? 
 
JOE HIGHSMITH:  Yeah, pretty much from the start my swing felt really good and my 
mental game was on point. So I feel like I didn't do a very good job yesterday, but I learned a 
lot, so it was nice to come out strong early on today. 
 
Q.  You mentioned the mental game. What's it take to play a tough course like this to 
be able to do so well? You mentioned changing some things from yesterday. What 
was that change? 
 
JOE HIGHSMITH:  Yeah, for sure. Yesterday I kind of struggled just with some simple stuff 
like committing to shots. Out here it's so difficult and it's easy to kind of get side-tracked and 
get a little fearful. But today I was a lot more confident with where my ball was going and 
making sure I was just all in and totally committed on most every shot today. 
 
Q.  You and Derek have both gotten points up for your squad here early. What would 
it mean to go to the championship match tomorrow and maybe take the East Lake 
Cup back to Malibu?  
 
JOE HIGHSMITH:  Oh, yeah, that would be unreal. Just coming for our first time here, 
especially after last year not getting a chance to compete for that championship, to be able 
to come here and win it would mean a lot for us. So that would be great if we can just get 
through today and hopefully get through tomorrow as well. 
 
Q.  You still have tomorrow left, we were just talking about it a little bit, but what's it 
been like playing East Lake Golf Club, somewhere that you've seen on TV so many 
times before? 
 
JOE HIGHSMITH:  Yeah, it's so cool honestly just to be able to hit some of these shots that 
you see all the guys hit. I remember walking in just looking down 18 and picturing Tiger and 
that crazy scene a couple years ago. Yeah, it's been super fun. It's a great challenge, and 
anytime you get to play a course that the Tour guys consistently play, it's cool to see where 
you stack up. 
  


