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MICHAEL BEARD 
Pepperdine Head Coach 
 
 
Q.  All right, here with Coach Beard of the Pepperdine Waves. Coach, congratulations, 
championship bound just like you wanted. 
 
MICHAEL BEARD:  Yeah, we just -- we haven't played much match play and just kind of 
tried to get the guys this morning up thinking get that edge. Wherever you are mentally, just 
find that edge today so we can go out and be aggressive and see if we can get a win. 
 
Q.  That last chip by Dylan on 18 to put himself in pretty much 100 percent chance to 
take it home for you guys, how big was that shot for everyone? 
 
MICHAEL BEARD:  It was huge. The two-putt on 17 was really impressive. That last -- he 
had about a four-footer left-to-righter downhill and had to play it outside the hole and that 
was a little nervy, so for him to make that.  
 
And then just to stripe it on the next tee shot from the fairway, we were in between a 3-wood 
and hybrid and he just nailed a hybrid. Luckily just barely in the fairway and when he hit that 
shot about halfway -- not even halfway, a quarter of the way there, he's like, that's so good. 
He knew he pulled it off right away, it was great. 
 
Q.  Got to love the confidence from your team overall. Hitchner and Highsmith, both 
their days were awesome as well; they were able to clinch a little bit earlier and get 
some early points on the board. Just talk about what you saw from them out there, 
what you were able to see.  
 
MICHAEL BEARD:  I didn't get to see Hitchner, Derek, very much, Blaine was with him the 
whole day. Obviously looking at the scores, so happy for him. He wanted to come out and 
make a statement and he did. Just a huge round for him and a huge win.  
 
I was with Joe most of the day and he really didn't let up. Maybe had one hole where he 
missed a fairway and we were kind of scrambling, but other than that he was -- all systems 
were firing there, so that was fun to be a part of that. 
 
Q.  What does it mean to your team after being No. 1 in March when COVID hit, 
everything goes quiet and now you come back and you have a chance to be No. 1 
here at East Lake? 
 
MICHAEL BEARD:  Just to be here is so cool. Thankful to be here and to be able to play 
this fall. I think it's easy to get wrapped up in the competition and tournaments, but really to 
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stop and think like how fortunate are we to be able to play this fall. It's something that we 
always have to remind ourselves. And then obviously coming to a tournament like this where 
they just treat you so well, such an historic golf course, it's just so neat that guys get to play 
here in a place where they play the TOUR Championship, all that stuff. Then to win and be 
in that championship match is even more special. 
 
So all in all we're really excited about tomorrow and we'll get a game plan tonight and get 
ready to go. 
 
Q.  Any preference who you play tomorrow? 
 
MICHAEL BEARD:  No. I haven't even seen how they're doing. We've played a lot of golf 
with Texas in the last year or two, we know those guys quite a bit. Less with Oklahoma, but 
a lot more tournaments with Oklahoma. But obviously, yeah, whoever wins, we'll be ready. 
  


