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Men’s Division  
26 October 2020      
 
PATRICK WELCH 
 
 
Q.  Here with Patrick Welch of Oklahoma. Patrick, tremendous day for you, eight 
birdies, you come in as the clubhouse leader right now. Just your thoughts on your 
day overall.  
 
PATRICK WELCH:  Yeah, I got off to a really good start. First hole's a par-5, it's very 
reachable so if you can start off with a birdie there, you're headed in the right direction and I 
got one there. Hit a really good shot on 2 to about 12, 13 feet, made that one. Then No. 3 I 
hit driver way down there and it was a tough shot because the pin was so close to the 
bunker up front and I hit it like 30 feet just trying to two-putt and I ended up making it, which 
really helped and I felt a lot better going throughout the day with my putting. 
 
I missed a few that I easily could have made, but overall just getting off to a good start really 
helped. 
 
Q.  You had a bit of a stumble at the turn, the last few holes before you came down 
the back nine. What kind of adjustments did you make mentally before you went down 
the back nine that helped you get back on track? 
 
PATRICK WELCH:  Well, to be honest, like when I made the first few birdies and had a 
bogey and I birdied again, when I made my next two bogeys I just was thinking about it too 
much, just about like trying to finish. But I just tried to stay patient and really just take one 
shot at a time. Nine was a long, tough par 3 and I just wanted to hit a good shot on the 
green and get out with par, and you can see what happened on the back nine and did pretty 
well. 
 
Q.  You've had two top-25 finishes this year, a great performance here as well. What's 
been the key to your success so far in this fall season? 
 
PATRICK WELCH:  I think -- I'm a junior now, so this is my third year here and I played a lot 
over the last two years. I've been close to winning a few times and I've -- I haven't won yet, 
but I've been close and then I've kind of shot myself in the foot some days. Today I just tried 
to take it one shot at a time and just hit the best shot I could and whatever happens, 
happens. 
 
Q.  What would it mean to you to win the individual title? 
 
PATRICK WELCH:  It would be pretty cool. I wasn't really thinking about that, I was just 
thinking about the match play part because we're all going straight to match play after.  
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And our team's really strong at stroke play and match play, we can have all the talent, but if 
you can't really finish out the match, it doesn't really matter. I guess winning the individual 
would be a bonus, for sure. 
 
Q.  What was your guys' mindset as a team coming into a tournament and a course as 
tough as East Lake? 
 
PATRICK WELCH:  Yeah, no, we've had this one circled on our calendar pretty much all 
year just because, I mean, the team went a few years ago and then we've lost in the 
quarters of match play the past two years and obviously we didn't have a national 
championship last year. So they let the top 4 in and we were all excited for this trip. And just 
getting off to a good start earlier in the fall, we're all playing really well. We're just happy to 
be out here competing. 
 
Q.  Talk about the experience. You're here in 2017, Garett and Riley were both here 
and played. What did they tell you about playing here on this course? 
 
PATRICK WELCH:  Oh, I wasn't here in 2017. 
 
Q.  Right. They were. 
 
PATRICK WELCH:  Okay. So I mean, I don't know, they didn't really tell me much. Reband, 
he's a great player and he played out here I guess his sophomore year. He just kind of said 
where you need to be, like you just can't miss there. Pretty simple stuff, just common sense 
things. This is all pretty much our first times out here, so we were figuring out as a group and 
see what happens. 
  


