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Q.  Here with RJ Manke of Pepperdine. RJ, first of all, give me your thoughts on 
playing this course for the first time overall. What challenges did you face, where you 
found some success? 
 
RJ MANKE:  Yeah, it's just really cool to be able to come out and play a course that I've 
seen on TV so often. Rough is thick out here, you've got to hit fairways and hit the greens. 
Fortunate I played Maridoe last week in Texas, really prepared me well to come out here. 
 
Q.  I was going to ask you about Maridoe. Obviously you've had a really good year 
this year, two top-15 finishes. How did that top-4 finish at Maridoe kind of give you a 
little confidence coming into a very tough course here? 
 
RJ MANKE:  Yeah, playing well on a hard course against a good field always feels good. To 
come to do that right before a tournament like this, definitely a confidence booster. 
 
Q.  Had six birdies on the day, two off the course record currently among the men. 
What felt good for you out there that enabled you to keep sinking those early shots? 
 
RJ MANKE:  When I put myself out of position, I had good recovery shots, made some good 
par saves. Then yeah, just had a lot of good putts, made the birdie opportunities and a 
couple par saves, it was nice. 
 
Q.  You guys had an absolutely tremendous year before the season was cut short, 
you were ranked No. 1 in the country when COVID hit and everything kind of came to 
a halt. Was there any added pressure to kind of prove yourselves, that you deserved 
that ranking and you were going to maintain that ranking going into the NCAAs when 
you came here? 
 
RJ MANKE:  I don't feel any extra pressure because of it. I think it helped because we have 
such a good team that practice and qualifying is like a tournament in itself. So to be able to 
play with good guys every day is a real plus. 
  


