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Q.  Coach, I know a little tougher day than you wanted out there on the course. Just 
give me your thoughts overall from your team. 
 
JOHN FIELDS:  Well, we just didn't have anybody jump out and play incredible golf today. 
Oklahoma certainly did, Patrick Welch and Quade Cummins both had fantastic rounds and 
that allowed them to shoot deep under par.  
 
We did something similar to that last year with basically having four guys under par and 
winning the medal and then winning the golf tournament. So it's odd because usually it's 
kind of rare to have the defending champion back to the East Lake Cup because you've got 
to finish top 4 the year prior to be in this. Doesn't matter if you're -- 
 
Q.  Right. 
 
JOHN FIELDS:  -- the defending champion. 
 
It's been an interesting start for us. We've not had anybody playing great. We know we have 
great players. It's a little bit frustrating for everybody because we'd like to be playing our best 
right now, but that's just not happening.  
 
That doesn't mean that we can't get up to play OU tomorrow, I promise you that. There will 
be no problem showing Texas fight tomorrow. I mean, that's our -- that's for our school and 
we're playing OU and that's our rival. They'll come out with their best and we'll come out with 
our best tomorrow and we'll see what happens. 
 
It seems like we play them a lot, whether it's an NCAA Championship or the Big 12 
Championship or whatever. They're well coached. Coach Hybl is a great coach. Every one 
of their guys is remarkable and I feel our team is really good, too. So we'll have to be at our 
best. We're going to have to get it together tomorrow and, like I said, we'll have no problem 
getting up for those guys. 
 
Q.  Certainly never a problem getting up for the Red River Showdown, but you 
mentioned that you guys are the defending national champion. You've had people 
who have been here before, you're returning four of the five guys that were on the 
team that won last year. How much does that experience help your team overcome a 
tough day like today? 
 
JOHN FIELDS:  Well, we're not the defending national champion. We are the defending 
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East Lake Cup champion. 
 
But in the last national championship that was played, three of these guys were on that team 
and we got to the final match, and we played OU in the Round of 8 and we got the better of 
them that time. It was similar to the guys that are on this team right now, it's basically the 
same team. 
 
Like I said, they're well coached and we know that, but I know that our guys love this 
opportunity. We embrace it because we know that no matter what happens here at East 
Lake, we're going to be a better golf team for it. That's just the fact. 
 
So I didn't come here thinking that we were going to play against any of these teams and 
that they weren't any good. Every one of these teams that's here is outstanding with 
outstanding coaches and we'll have to be at our best. I'm getting fired up right now and I 
know our guys are, too. 
 
Q.  Travis Vick led your team today, 2 under on a very, very tough course. Just talk 
about what you saw from him out there and how well he's been playing this fall. 
 
JOHN FIELDS:  Well, he has been playing well this fall. He's been close to breaking out as 
well. Today, finishing top 4 in this field was outstanding. I'm sure he feels like he could have 
squeezed another two or three shots out of that round, but at the same time he's been very 
solid for us.  
 
And truth be known, he's been playing basically the best on our team. He's a great young 
man. He's kind of a coach's dream. He's kind of a "yes, sir/no, sir" type guy and cares about 
people and wants to give you his best every time he tees it up. Like I said, he's kind of a 
coach's dream. We love having Travis Vick on the team. 
 
Q.  Now, the one guy who is on this team that didn't play at East Lake last year, Chris 
Bring. What have you told him about this course and playing here that's kind of 
helped him along the way and what have his teammates been telling him to get him 
up to speed? 
 
JOHN FIELDS:  Well, it's not easy to come here and just try to throw down an under-par 
round the first time you go around it in competition. 
 
He's a senior. He's been building into a fine player over the last few years and Chris' 
odyssey at Texas has been one where it hasn't been easy for him and yet he's come on and 
he's pushing to be a guy that's on our team on a normal basis.  
 
Tomorrow he's facing Quade Cummins. I know he's excited about it because it may be 
viewed as the David and Goliath situation, but the bottom line is that he's looking forward to 
it and he looks at it as an opportunity and he needs to come out firing on all cylinders 
tomorrow.  


