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Q.  Here with Michael Beard of the Pepperdine Waves. Coach, just your thoughts on 
your team's overall performance today getting the No. 2 seed going into match play? 
 
MICHAEL BEARD:  Well, guys played great at times and then we had some hiccups there a 
couple times as well. I think knowing there in the last three or four holes that it was going to 
be tough to get that 1 seed, so guys clutched up and getting that 2 seed was great. 
 
Q.  RJ Manke, tremendous day out there on the course, led your team. What did you 
see out there from him? 
 
MICHAEL BEARD:  RJ's a gamer. He kind of has that attitude, you know, he's just a 
competitor. His game doesn't have to be just right where he wants it to score well. Today I 
saw him hit one of the best 3-woods I had ever seen on the par 5 down the hill. What is that, 
14? Just a nice little baby cut about 15 feet for eagle. That was super impressive.  Yeah, 
he's always there. He's a fighter. You know, that's why, yeah, we're happy with how -- he's 
been playing great. 
 
Q.  You guys have had a tremendous fall season. You won your first tournament, 
second in the one before coming into this. How have you guys used that winning 
momentum and being the No. 1 team when things ceased at the beginning of March 
this year to come into this final tournament, tough course, and play well? 
 
MICHAEL BEARD:  Sure. Yeah, it doesn't seem much different. We have nine of 10 from 
last year back and I think there is a little bit of feeling like, man, we didn't get to finish last 
year, let's see if we can get another shot at it this year. Doesn't feel that much different than 
how we were last year. I mean, the guys were -- seems like without Sahith they've stepped 
up their game a little bit to where we didn't really have -- it was clear that he was our No. 1, 
so now it's like, well, that spot is still up for grabs. So I think everyone's kind of fighting for it. 
I just think each day the guys just are kind of wired to do the best they can and compete with 
anything they have. 
 
Q.  For match play tomorrow, Texas Tech, you split your top two guys today, Manke's 
going to lead off and Dylan Menante's going to anchor. What was the strategy for 
that? 
 
MICHAEL BEARD:  RJ is a pretty fast player and we just felt like getting him out early and 
kind of setting the tone was good. And then Dylan's been playing so well lately that putting 
him in kind of our anchor spot, you know, he likes being the one that we're counting on and 
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he kind of has that bulldog mentality. So yeah, those are the reasons why. 
 
Q.  Your first experience here at East Lake. Anything surprise you about this course? 
 
MICHAEL BEARD:  I think the greens are so nice, if you drive it in the fairway, you can get 
it, but if you get off a little bit, even if you're two in the rough, it's hard to judge the bermuda 
rough. It has such a great feel, you know. Like just with the -- you just feel the history with 
Bobby Jones and the TOUR Championship here and watching that on TV coming down 
toward the end of the FedExCup, the guys hitting shots you remember watching when you 
were young. So yeah, I think just being here just seems -- we're just super grateful and 
thrilled to be here and be able to compete. 
 
Q.  Last one for you here. What is going to be the X factor for you all to beat Texas 
Tech in match play and go to the championship? 
 
MICHAEL BEARD:  Well, it looks like Derek Hitchner is going to have a tough -- a tough 
match tomorrow. I think if he can kind of get out and -- I'm looking at here, let me see. Yeah, 
it looks like those two guys, if we get off to a good start, I think the other three will probably 
hopefully like try to kind of build on that and push it. So they're a great team and we're 
excited to play them. It's going to be a lot of fun. 
  


