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ROUND 4 INTERVIEW  
25 October 2020      
 
PHIL MICKELSON  ( +3) 
 
 
Q.  Phil, how would you assess the week? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah, disappointing week, but fun. I mean, I love the golf course and 
learned a few things, got a few things out of the week, but all in all, disappointed with the 
way I played obviously. 
 
Q.  What do you try to do now heading towards Augusta? I know you've got that 
decision to make on the tournament. 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah, I have some pretty good direction on where I need to go with my 
game and I'll take this week to work on it and try to apply it the week before.  
 
I'll go home, talk to Amy, see what course is sort of best suited to get me ready, which one 
allows me to hit more drivers maybe. Like to hit some mid irons, but also like to chip and 
putt. I'm not sure. I know nothing about Memorial Park. I have played Phoenix Country Club 
quite a bit, but I'll see what course is best to get ready and I'll do that. But this week I'll take 
to work on a couple of things and, you know, see if I can get my game sharper. 
 
Q.  Would you go to Augusta this week? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Maybe. I mean, I might go before the tournament. I'm not sure yet, I 
really haven't decided on my plans. 
 
Q.  Sort of golf course aside, you're two for two on the Champions Tour. Is there 
something to be said for winning in your last start before Augusta just confidence 
wise? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Possibly. Yeah, possibly. I think I'm enjoying playing both tours. 
They're so different as far as the course setups and style of play. I need to be much more 
disciplined out here. Obviously I'm making way too many mistakes and big numbers and 
penalty strokes and so forth, and the Champions Tour is a little bit more forgiving, you can 
recover a little bit easier, pins aren't as penalizing.  
 
So I certainly enjoy that style of play because I can play aggressive and it's more 
comparable to the way Augusta is because Augusta allows you to recover a number of times 
if you hit less-than-perfect shots. Certainly it's difficult recovery, but it's there. 
 
So I am enjoying playing both styles of courses. I'm not sure if the results are going to affect 
going into the major because I've won some of my majors with a win prior and then I've also 
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done it with a missed cut, so it's hard to really judge. 
 
Q.  Phil, playing with Tiger often brings out a little bit more from you. Was it harder for 
that to be the case today given you guys were so far back? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  Yeah, we didn't play this week the way we wanted to. I think that it's -- I 
think it's still in there, I just think it's harder to get four solid rounds without the mistakes, and 
at this level the quality guys are so good that you just can't make the mistakes that I'm 
making and recover from it the way I can say on the Champions Tour where the courses are 
just a touch more forgiving. It was a challenging -- it's challenging, but I enjoy that challenge. 
So I think -- I don't know, I think it's fun. 
 
Q.  One last thing. What do you think it's going to be like this Masters? It's such an 
odd year, no spectators. 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  I think it's a once-in-a-lifetime unique week that we'll probably not see 
again. I don't know what to expect. I think playing the same course for consecutive majors is 
interesting in and of itself. I'm appreciative of the effort they're making, the Augusta National 
Golf Club, in providing this tournament and giving us the opportunity to compete for a 
Masters title and I think all the players are appreciative of that as well as all these 
tournaments that we've played because it's such a different environment. 
 
But I feel like the game of golf has a unique opportunity here where we've been increasing 
our television ratings, increasing our participation, kind of growing. The game has grown this 
year because you can do it in a safe environment. And the Masters now being on TV and 
kind of showcasing the sport of golf is a really great thing and I'm appreciative of the efforts 
they've made to make that possible. 
 
Q.  Kind of along those same lines, have you ever played Augusta in the fall and do 
you have any idea what it might play like? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  So, I have and it certainly plays a little bit wetter, a little bit longer, but I 
don't know if that will be the case this week. I don't know what the weather's like. It looks like 
it's going to be nice leading into it, and they have a unique ability to do things to that course 
as far as sub air and drainage and all the things that they have set up to make the course 
play how they want regardless of weather.  
 
I'm not sure, I really don't know what to expect. I don't think anybody does. I just know that 
we're appreciative of the opportunity to play because whatever the conditions, everybody 
wants to compete for a Masters title and we're thankful that we have that chance. 
 
Q.  A lot of people said the wind's really different in the fall. Is that something you'll 
research, ask people about? How do you go about looking into that? 
 
PHIL MICKELSON:  So, over the course of 30 Masters or however many I've played, I've 
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had a chance to play it in all different winds and you just kind of adjust, you know. It's an 
interesting golf course because of the way the winds swirl down there and trying to be 
strategic on the best ways to play the holes. Like it's a really challenging, fun test and 
playing it at a different time now provides another unique experience. I don't know what to 
expect, but it will be fun. 
 
  


